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27th September 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As a school we are very aware that letters about events, trips and charities can add significant 
pressure to your finances – perhaps at a time you are already having to make difficult choices 
about clothing, food and household bills? I mentioned in recent newsletters that we wish to 
support families as best we can given the current cost of living and energy bill unknowns. 
I want to start the year with a clear message – there are very few compulsory ‘charged’ 
activities in school. Nearly all of our events and trips request a voluntary donation. But we do 
know that ‘pester power’ and constant requests for money can all stack up. As the year goes on 
the PTA, governors and school leadership team will be constantly reviewing our events and 
prices/requests for money. I thought you’d like to know that.  
In this letter I am also providing a few pieces of important information. 

• A breakdown of the average cost of events/trips/events per year group across a 

‘normal’ school year (trips and events do change, but it gives you an indication)  

• A link to a survey where you can tell us about any concerns/anxieties/issues you are 

facing financially (so we can be mindful/adaptive when planning year group/class 

events) 

• Information about support available through Pupil Premium and the Blessing Fund.  

• A reminder about our food share scheme and how to access this daily.  

Our year groups costs (PTA, charities and trips) 
Our PTA and charity events include Discos, Elfridges Christmas gift shop, Red Nose Day, 
Children in Need, Mother’s Day Gift shop, Father’s Day gift shop and non-uniform days for 
contributions or food donations. This equates to about £15 per year per child, averaging out 
each event. Some families spend more depending what they donate at Christmas and Summer 
for ‘Fayres’ and how much their children spend at Y6s Dragon’s Apprentice Market and some 
families make a leavers book donation to the school library too. We are not including school 
meals, lunches, music lessons and uniform in these calculations, only voluntary donations for 
additional events/enrichment.  
Trips 

Year Group Autumn Spring  Summer 
R Allow £15 
1 Local walk (free)  Brownsea island £15 
2  Corfe Castle (£10) Studland (£10) 
3 Stone Age experience £10   
4  Marwell zoo £18 Lightboxes £2 
5  Swimming £12 

(£2 per session x6) 
Cranbourne Ancient 
Technology £25 

6 Nothe Fort £12  Memories 
week/camping  £120 
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Therefore our ‘voluntary contributions’ request ranges between £15 and £20 for Saplings to 
Year 4, up to £40 in Year 5 and up to £140 in Year 6.  
With 7 years of events and 7 years of trips (if you have just ONE child in our school) we 
estimate these voluntary contributions add up to about £350. Generally this is £25-£40 per 
year, with the exception of the Year 5 and 6 ‘special’ events. 
 
Survey monkey – tell us your side of it  
The link below takes you to 12 quick questions about trips, events and costs. Please let us know 
how things are for you – all responses are anonymous but we can draw responses per year 
group to help us to plan supportively.  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W3LHYV9 
It will only take you 2 minutes and will really us help us to help you! 
 
Pupil Premium & Free School meals 

Many of us will be affected by the current cost of living crisis.  We want to ensure families are 
aware of any benefits that may be available to support you at this time. 
 
Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 
Universal Infant Free School Meals are automatically offered to all pupils in reception, year one 
and year two. If you receive any of the following benefits, please complete the Pupil Premium 
application form (found on our webpage: dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/pupil-premium).  This will 
secure: 

• extra funding for your school which can be used to support your child in school  
• 50% off school trips 
• free sweater/cardigan and pe shirt per year,  
• 50% off any music lessons (from year 3 upwards) 
• We also run a free breakfast club for invited children who receive Pupil Premium. 

 
The criteria for free school meals/pupil premium is as follows: 

• Income Support  
• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit: if you're not entitled to Working Tax Credit and your annual gross 

income is no more than £16,190 
• Working Tax Credit 'run-on' payment (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for 

Working Tax Credit) 
• Universal Credit: if your household income is less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not 

including any benefits you get) 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W3LHYV9
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Year 3 and above 
Benefit related free school meals are available to pupils whose parents or carers meet any of 
the above criteria.  You will receive the support detailed above as well as free hot meals every 
day. 
 
Please visit the Dorset Council webpage for further information and a quick and easy online 
application form - dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/free-school-meals. The eligibility checking service is 
confidential and school won't see any specific information about your income or the benefits 
you receive.  

Holiday Activities and Food Programme 
If your child is approved for Free School Meals, they will not only have access to a healthy meal 
every school day, but they can also take part in the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) 
programme.  For further information, including how to apply, please visit: 
dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/holiday-activities-and-food-haf-programme. 

If you have any questions, you can contact Dorset Council’s Free School Meals team on 01305 
221090 or email freeschoolmeals@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk for confidential advice and support. 

Applications are made via Dorset Council – please go to 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/at-
school/free-school-meals and complete the on-line form – you will need details of any 
qualifying benefit and your National Insurance number.  Answers are immediate and an email 
confirming eligibility is sent directly to the school. 
 
The blessing fund 
In 2015 the churches in Wareham setup a small fund which has the formal title of the Wareham 
Church Family Blessing Fund but these days people usually refer to it simply as the “Blessing 
Fund”. The vision behind the Blessing Fund was to attempt to meet immediate need as and 
when it arose. Its entire income comes from individual members of our church congregations 
who give in the hope that less well-off members of our community might be helped in times of 
crisis or need. Our experience so far is that an unrepairable washing machine, refrigerator or 
cooker, for some, constitutes a crisis and in many instances, we have been able to help. 
When the fund was first set up they created Terms of Reference that laid out what they 
believed would be typically needed. As soon as the fund got into its stride they discovered that 
need comes in many shapes and sizes that can’t always be predicted. 
The blessing fund broadly operates using the following guide lines: 
 

• We don’t supply cash, we do purchase items on other people’s behalf. 

• We don’t supplement peoples’ income or provide regular payments 

• We usually limit the number of times that we help one person or family to three times. 

mailto:freeschoolmeals@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/at-school/free-school-meals
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/at-school/free-school-meals
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We do rely on those who refer people to us, that the request is genuine (school may need to ask 
you for additional information to satisfy this) 
 
We do need contact information, both for our records and for delivery. 
If you have an unmet need that is becoming a real struggle please approach Mr 
Beveridge, Mrs Pampin or the School Office, then a referral can be made on your behalf 
to the Blessing Fund administrators. 
 
Food share 
The local Co-op shops (Wareham and Sandford), Premier stores, Sainsburys, RSPB cafe in Arne, 
Bovington tank museum cafe and Norden farm shop all throw away food each night and the 
school and church have joined partnership with them to prevent some of the food waste. Every 
school morning Monday-Friday there is a table outside the church space with free food 
8am-9am, please help yourself (for school community only).  
On Tuesdays to Fridays the ‘main store’ is open in the Community Café: Not Just Sundaes in 
Wareham (near the quay). Open from 10am-4pm people can help themselves from the fridge 
and freezers. 
Food is also available on Saturdays at the Heritage hall in Pine Martin Grange (9-11am) and 
also at the Not Just Sundaes Community Cafe in Wareham (8-11.30am). Every Sunday the table 
is at school 8am till 11am as part of Sandford St Martin’s Church (all welcome).  
Please contact Mel Bolt or Stuart Cocksedge for more information. 
boltm@sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk 
teamvicar@warehamchurches.org.uk 
 
With my best wishes 
 
Paul Beveridge 
Headteacher 
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