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27 May 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

On behalf of the Governors, I am pleased to announce that there was a very successful outcome to 

the Parent Governor Election process held recently. Ultimately, we had one nomination form, from 

Mr. Richard Heard, who some of you may remember taught at the school a couple of years back. 

Here is his personal statement so you can know a little more about him: 

 

I would love the opportunity to serve the young people and staff at Sandford St Martin as a Parent Governor. I 

have had the privilege of seeing first hand the hard work and passion that the staff show having completed a 

maternity cover pre-Covid. I have a strong background in physical education, middle leadership and data 

analysis, having been involved in education since 2004. I have experience of teaching across all settings, with 

the majority of my career leading pastoral teams as either a Head of House of Head of Key Stage 4. I currently 

work in Alternative Education, providing therapeutic care and support to vulnerable young people (aged 8 to 

19) who are unable to access mainstream education for a number of reasons. Our settings are mainly based 

on farms, or outside in Forest Schools. This has allowed me to develop my working knowledge of the SEN 

code of conduct, and how we can support all young people in their education and development. 

 

I have three sons, two of which are at Sandford, in Saplings and Year 6. As a family we enjoy an active 

lifestyle, plenty of fresh air and sport. In my spare time I coach a local Rugby team, enjoy making things in my 

workshop, and am an avid reader. 

 

As the only nomination, Mr. Heard was duly and happily accepted by the Governing Board to be 

your new Parent Governor for a four-year term.  

 

In addition to this, we also had a strong expression of interest from Rachel Elford, who also has 

children in the school (in Years 4 and 6). Rachel works as an Environmental Health Officer and has a 

wealth of talents and experience that the Governing Board would welcome.. The Board has agreed 

to approach Rachel with a view to her serving as an Associate Member on the Governing Board for 

a term of two-years. This will give parents of children in our school an exceptionally strong 

representation on the Board. 

 

Governors would like to thank both of the candidates for putting themselves forward for 

consideration and welcome both on board to the Governing Body. 

 

For all the latest news from Governors, please visit the Governors’ page on the school website at: 

http://www.sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk/our-school/our-governors/ 

 

Many thanks, 

 

David Macbeth  

Clerk to Governors and Returning Officer 

http://www.sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk/our-school/our-governors/

