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27th February 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I am writing to you to update you on school (and national) expectations in 

managing COVID-19 since the recent government updates in half term. The end of 

this letter also contains reminder about tomorrow’s non-uniform day and this half 

term’s clubs (so don’t switch off yet!) 

You may be aware that national guidance for the whole country and operational 

guidance for schools regarding ‘living with Covid’ has changed recently. School 

guidance highlights are as follows (released 24/02/22) *Arial font indicates government 

inserts: 

“On 21 February the Prime Minister set out the next phase of the Government’s COVID19 

response. COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we learn to live with and the imperative to 

reduce the disruption to children and young people’s education remains. 

The evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant harm to educational 

attainment, life chances and mental and physical health.” 

 “The most effective way to avoid passing on COVID-19 infection is to stay at home and 

avoid contact with other people.” 

 

What to do if you suspect your child has COVID-19 

Children should not attend school while they are infectious with COVID-19. They 

should take an LFD test 5 days after their symptoms started (or the day of testing if 

no symptoms) followed by another one the next day. This is known as Day 5 and 

Day 6. If both tests are negative, they should return to school as long as they are 

well enough AND DO NOT HAVE A HIGH TEMPERATURE. 

Asymptomatic twice weekly testing using LFD tests is no longer recommended. The 

only detection of Covid-19 being recognised is the 3 main symptoms of: 

• High temperature/fever 

• New continuous cough 

• Loss/change in taste/smell 

The symptoms above qualify you to order a PCR test to confirm Covid-19.  You are 

advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people while you are waiting 

for your test result. In terms of our school, your child is REQUIRED to stay home while 

waiting for the test result. Other household members should watch out for the main 

symptoms and order a PCR test if they were to develop them.  
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Some people may continue to be infectious for up to 10 days after symptoms show 

(and 2 days before) so we ask that 2 negative tests are confirmed before staff and 

children return to school. This is protect others from potential, albeit probably mild, 

illness.  

In a few cases this may mean absence for more than 5 or possibly more than 10 

days.  

The isolation period is at least 5 whole days, where a negative LFD is apparent on 

Day 5 and Day 6 (Day 0 is the first day symptoms were recognised). We would ask 

parents/carers to be vigilant of other symptoms such as nausea, diarrhea, splitting 

headaches and aching muscles too. If your child develops flu-like symptoms they 

should stay home until well enough to learn in school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish to protect quality face to face education for the majority so ask you to 

support us in keeping the spread of any virus to a minimum as high rates of infection 

will ultimately mean less children being able to access school over time. We will 

continue to refuse access to school to any child suspected of being ill with Covid, 

flu, chicken pox or any other contagious virus/illness. 
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Clubs 

We are pleased to confirm the return of indoor and outdoor clubs in line with those 

offered in the Autumn Term. This means if your child was registered before they can 

attend without signing up again. Clubs will change, with new sign up sheets, after 

Easter. Year 4 boys and girls can now attend football and netball clubs with Y5/6 as 

before. Choir, street dance, running, mindfulness, quizzes, art and craft all return 

from this week. Origami is no longer running.  

 

Non-uniform day 

Monday 28th February is a non-uniform day in return for ‘Rainbow raffle’ items as 

advertised. This is following the postponement from Friday 18th February!  

 

The end of bubbles 

From tomorrow, we are looking forward to returning to face to face collective 

worship/assemblies, mixed year group clubs, lunch in the hall for Y2-Y6 and other 

flexibilities involving the mixing and socialisation of children, long may it last!  

Children still need to wear PE kit on their PE days and for now we continue with our 

‘staggered’ start and end to the day for EY/KS1 and KS2.  

 

With my best wishes 

Paul Beveridge 

Headteacher 
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Additional information regarding COVID-19 

Tracing close contacts and isolation 

Public health advice for People with COVID-19 and their contacts changed from 24 

February. Contacts (whether vaccinated or not) are no longer required to self-

isolate or advised to take daily tests, and contact tracing has ended. 

 

To read the full guidance for schools please click here: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac

hment_data/file/1057106/220224_Schools_guidance.pdf 

 

To read the full guidance for everyone please click here: 

 (there is no difference for education settings when someone tests positive) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-

their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts 

 

Baseline measures 

The operational guidance sets out the infection prevention and control measures that all 

education and childcare settings should have in place as good practice. These measures 

will help to manage COVID-19 risk. This includes:  

1. Pupils, staff and other adults with COVID-19 symptoms, a positive test result, or who are 

a close contact of a case should follow the guidance for people with COVID-19 and their 

contacts.  

2. Pupils and staff should return to school as soon as they can, in line with the guidance for 

people with COVID-19 and their contacts. Schools and colleges will need to be prepared to 

implement high-quality blended learning arrangements so that any child or student who is 

well enough to learn from home can do so.  

3. All education and childcare settings should continue to ensure good hygiene for 

everyone, maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, keep occupied spaces well ventilated, 

and follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of 

COVID-19.  

4. Settings should continue to encourage coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination uptake for 

eligible students and staff. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057106/220224_Schools_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057106/220224_Schools_guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
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How we will plan to operate including step up and step down contingency/ 

outbreak management 

“Given the detrimental impact that restrictions on education can have on children and young 

people, any measures in schools should only ever be considered as a last resort, kept to the 

minimum number of schools or groups possible, and for the shortest amount of time 

possible.” 

The thresholds, detailed below, can be used by settings as an indication for when to seek 

public health advice if they are concerned. For most education and childcare settings, these 

include:  

• a higher than previously experienced and/or rapidly increasing number of staff or student 

absences due to COVID-19 infection  

• evidence of severe disease due to COVID-19, for example if a pupil, student, child or staff 

member is admitted to hospital due to COVID-19  

• a cluster of cases where there are concerns about the health needs of vulnerable staff or 

students within the affected group 

We will continue to monitor the circulation and impact of Covid in our school and 

liaise with Public Health as we have been doing. If protective measures need to be 

ramped up, they will be. 

 

People that are vulnerable to Covid-19 

“The situation is now very different to when shielding was first introduced. We understand a 

lot more about the virus and what makes someone more at risk from severe disease from 

COVID-19. The vaccine continues to be successfully rolled out, and other treatments and 

interventions are becoming available. Individuals previously identified as CEV are advised 

to continue to follow the same guidance as the general public on how to stay safe and help 

prevent the spread of COVID-19. Individuals with a weakened immune system should follow 

DHSC and UKHSA advice for people whose immune system means they are at higher risk 

from COVID-19. The risk to children and young people of severe disease from COVID-19 is 

very low compared to adults, even for those with chronic conditions. All children and young 

people over 5, including those who have been identified by their medical team as being at 

higher risk, are eligible for COVID-19 vaccinations. They should attend their education 

setting unless advised otherwise by a health care professional or medical team” 

 


