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Tuesday 30 November 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

As you know, we are currently dealing with several cases of COVID-19 within the school. We 

are continuing to monitor the situation and are working closely with Public Health Dorset 

and Dorset Council. This letter is to give you more information on the current situation and 

provide details on how we are proceeding in school at the end of this term.  

 

Due to cases being '3 or more' in any single class, or '5 in a year group' - I have decided to 

re-instate 'bubble protocol' for Year 6 and Year 2. This is an additional protective measure to 

allow face to face teaching to continue in line with our contingency plans.  Year 6 have 

been 'bubbled' recently, and we will instate the bubble in Year 2 from today in the light of 

new cases emerging. Our current case 'count' is as follows:  

 

Y6 Pine:  LFT 0  PCR 3 

Y6 Oak:  LFT 0    PCR 2 

Y2 Beech:  LFT 0  PCR 1  

Y2 Elm: LFT 2 PCR 2 

 

Practically this means no mixing of year groups, single staffing models where possible and 

allocated toilets, play spaces and lunchrooms for the children. It does also mean that we 

will not be offering breakfast, lunchtime and after school clubs until after Christmas. The 

school day remains on the same timings (Saplings, Yr1, Yr 2 8:35/8:45-3:05 and KS2 8:45/8:55-

3;15) 

 

Crucially, the school remains open and providing your child remains well, they can 

continue to attend school as normal. We will keep you informed should anything change. 

Any closure of the school or year groups moving to remote learning is instigated by public 

health, unless I feel there is a health and safety issue with regard to any staff shortages. We 

are not in that situation.  

 

Advice and Next Steps 

As new cases have been identified in Year 2 and Year 6, we have undertaken a risk 

assessment and have identified that your child has potentially been in close contact with 

the case during a time when they would have been infectious to others.  

 

In line with the national guidance, you now need to take the following action:  

 

As your child is aged 18 years 6 months or under: They do not need to self-isolate, but you 

should book a PCR test online or by calling 119. We ask that your child does not attend school 

if they feel unwell whilst awaiting PCR results.  If the test is positive, they must self-isolate for 10 

days and you will be provided with advice by NHS Test and Trace. They do not need to self-

isolate whilst waiting for the result and can attend school if they are well.  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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As people identified as close contacts are still at risk of being infected, they are advised to 

consider other precautions such as wearing a face covering in enclosed spaces, and limit 

contact with other people, especially with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable.  

 

Read further guidance for close contacts here. 

 

If you or your child develop symptoms of COVID-19 at any time, please isolate and book a 

test (even if you have already taken a test). Symptoms of COVID-19 are: 

- A new, continuous cough, and/or 

- A temperature, and/or 

- A loss of, or change to, sense of test and/or smell.  

 

Other members of your household can continue normal activities provided they do not 

develop symptoms or test positive. Children should not attend school if poorly and awaiting 

a PCR result. 

 

You should not arrange to have a PCR test if you have previously received a positive PCR test 

result in the last 90 days, unless you develop any new symptoms of COVID-19, as it is possible 

for PCR tests to remain positive for some time after COVID-19 infection. 

 

For  most  people,  coronavirus  (COVID 19)  will  be  a  mild  illness. 

Further  information  is  available at  https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronaviruscovid19/ . 

 

I  hope  you  will  understand  that  my objective  in  acting swiftly  on news  of 

these  confirmed  and  probable COVID19  case is  to  limit  the  potential for  wider 

transmission  and  any disruption  within  the  school.  

 

I am very grateful  for  your  support  in  this  matter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Paul Beveridge 

Headteacher 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronaviruscovid19/

