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Friday 26th November 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I am writing to you to give dates/details/information regarding Christmas activities, plays and 
services as far as we are able to plan. For obvious reasons we are considering audience sizes, 
spacing and COVID case rates continually. The events below will need to be ticketed and restricted 
- on the back pages of this letter (p3-5) I have copied the most recent local guidance to schools that 
we are adhering to. Please be aware that any of the events below could end up being filmed and 
shared with you digitally rather than in person, but at this stage we plan to offer as many parents as 
possible the chance to hear/see their child in person if we can. Year 5 and 6 is the main change as 
we are seeing more COVID cases in older children. We did not want to plan a Yr 5/6 Carol service 
to then find we have to implement separate bubbles, therefore Y6 are delivering this service as a 
single year group. I am sure you understand the reasoning here.  
 
Our Christmas events in date order 
  
Y3 and Y4  … will be doing Christmas Craft and Carols around the tree - currently looking unlikely 
that families will be able to take part in the craft indoors (as we normally would), but we hope you’ll 
be able to join us for singing outside  
… WED 8th Dec 3:30 for singing (due to this being outdoors, we will not ‘ticket’ this event, if the 
weather is very poor we will ‘socially distance’ people indoors and take all contact details) 
  
Y6  … to lead a Church Carol Service at Lady St Mary's Church, Wareham Quay : max of 2 tickets 
per child (WITH -ve LATERAL FLOW EVIDENCE ON THE DOOR)  More info on how to book to 
follow 
Monday 13th Dec 6pm 
 
Y1 and Y2  …. are working on a Christmas production/play. We are hoping for ‘reduced/spaced 
audience allowed’ likely max of 2 tickets per child (WITH -ve LATERAL FLOW EVIDENCE ON THE 
DOOR)   More info on how to book to follow 
Mon 13th Dec 1:45-3:00   
Tues 14th  Dec 1:45-3:00 
Tues 14th Dec 6:00-7:30 
  
Saplings  … will perform a short musical Nativity – we sincerely hope parents/carers will be able to 
come and will be well spaced (WITH -ve LATERAL FLOW EVIDENCE ON THE DOOR) likely max 
of 2 tickets per child More info on how to book to follow 
Wednesday 15th Dec 9:15-9:45 (refreshments while waiting after drop off 8:45-9:15)     
and Wednesday Dec 15th  10:30-11:00 
 
Y5  … will be leading some singing in the school Christingle, this will be filmed and sent out on 
Dojo Wednesday 15th 2pm  Apologies that there is no parent event for Y5 this year 

For this lovely tradition to work, we ask that every child brings an orange into school on 
Monday 13th December please 
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Reverse Advent Calendar 
 
 
In the run up to Christmas this year our Reverse Advent Calendar is 
returning. Each day in December, we would love you to bring in items to add 
to the ‘Advent Trolley’ in the Foyer. The donations we receive will be sent to 
the Wareham Food Bank in order to support those less fortunate than 
ourselves.  In previous years, the trolley has been brimming with donations 
and we are always thrilled to deliver so much produce to the food bank.  
To help us do this, we are seeking donations of food items and toiletries. If 
you feel you could help, we would welcome any of the following items:  
 
Priority items: 

• Tinned veg 

• Tinned fruit 

• Tinned meat / fish 

• Biscuits  

Other items of help: 

• Fruit juice 

• Breakfast cereals 

• Pasta sauce 

• Christmas treats 

• Toiletries - these should be basic/essential items rather than luxury gift 

sets please. 

Please note - foodbank currently have plenty of pasta and rice 
  
If you are able to donate anything from 1 can of beans to 20 packets of 
biscuits, we would be extremely grateful. Please feel free to donate on any of 
the school days in December. Thank you for your support with this; we hope 
will make a real difference to many families in need this Christmas.  
 
Best wishes, 
Mrs Holt and Rev.Stuart 
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“Festive activities and gatherings guidance  

We would like to thank you for your support in maintaining the further measures in your school, set 

out by Public Health Dorset, Dorset Council and BCP Council, within the Department for Education’s 

Contingency Framework. These measures will help to reduce the transmission of COVID-19 as 

although there is a slow decline, local case rates remain significantly above the England average. 

Case rates remain the highest amongst school-aged children, particularly the 10 to 14 age group, 

and although the situation is improving, removing measures too early could lead to cases increasing 

rapidly again. 

 

As the Christmas season approaches, we are supporting schools with more advice so they can 

continue with their planned festive performances where possible, to help prevent the spread of 

COVID-19. 

 

We are requesting that schools implement additional measures, including a robust Risk 

Assessment, with specific considerations around COVID-19 risks and how these will be mitigated. 

As the situation and restrictions relating to COVID-19 are fluid, it is important to review and follow 

the latest guidance from Government. 

 

Unfortunately, there may be scenarios that would necessitate cancellation of school 

performances and we appreciate that all involved would be disappointed if this was the case, 

but if Government guidance results in your event not being able to go ahead, we will 

communicate this to you as early as possible, outlining reasons, and advise on any further 

actions to be taken. 

 

Your specific events may have happened before, and staff, children and parents will be looking 

forward to them, but changes may need to be made this year. Therefore, in order for events to take 

place we need you to risk assess according to the following guidance (which mirrors what venues 

are being asked to consider across the community Events and attractions - Working safely during 

coronavirus (COVID-19) - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). This will help to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19 at festive performances such as school concerts, nativity plays and other Christmas 

activities and gatherings: 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-covid-19/events-and-attractions
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-covid-19/events-and-attractions
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Hosting the event 

• Ensure you remove or reduce the risk of close physical contact between attendees, 

participants and staff by maintaining social distancing. Consider key congestion areas and 

apply a one-way system, staggered entry/exit for example, limited toilet access, managed 

refreshment supply (if any). Think about the numbers of attendees and how you might 

protect your staff and students from the risk of transmission from guests (no backstage or 

front of house mixing for example)  

• Request that all visitors to the school take a COVID-19 test before attending and if anyone 

tests positive, request that they do not attend.  Where possible register people for the event 

to provide an awareness of who might need to be followed up if a case has attended during 

their infectious period  

• Provide opportunities at several points for guests to sanitise regularly with clear reminders at 

several points in the building 

• Ventilation is key – ensure maximum ventilation and natural airflow, and do not use fans etc. 

and ventilate after the singing session. Consider asking guests to wear masks or face 

coverings 

• Keep any background music to a level to enable guests to speak with each other without 

raising their voices or stepping closer 

 

Preparing for the event 

• Maintain social distancing when groups of children are singing (especially the class teacher if 

facing the singing class). Increase space where possible 

• Practice sessions should be kept as short as possible, and ventilate the area 

• Singing or talking/shouting releases more aerosols, so encourage normal voices 

• Singers should sing side to side preferably, not facing each other and maintain distance 

• Singers should have their own copies of words or music and not share 

• If using the same rehearsal space, then clean between each group presentation - allow time 

to air before concurrent use 

• Consider filming a dress rehearsal for contingency to show parents  
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After the event  

• Ensure sufficient time between performances for deep cleaning with regular touch point 

cleaning during the event 

• Usual infection prevention and control measures should be in place 

• Warn and inform the community if a case has attended your event during their infectious 

period (2 days prior to symptoms or a positive test result)  

 

We encourage you to think creatively about your Christmas festivities and trust that these guidelines 

will ensure that your event can go ahead safely and keep students, staff, and parents safe.” 
 
 
With my best (festive) wishes, 
 
Mr Beveridge 
Headteacher 


