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Sunday 31st October 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
  

I hope you have been able to enjoy the half term break with your child/ren? I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support in helping us manage the 

consequences of Covid 19 in our school, especially in the weeks leading up to half term.  
  
We, along with all school in the South West, have received updated information from Public 

Health Dorset of the rising Covid-19 infection rates in the South West Local Authority. In light 
of this, we have been advised to implement additional PRECAUTIONARY Covid response 

measures from Monday 1st November 2021 to help reduce the spread of Covid19 in the 
community. The information videos that support the letter all South West schools have 

received can be accessed here: 
 
Schools information 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8_ezjD4jq0 
(90 seconds long) 

 
Community information 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=og-d72h-gDE 

(3 minutes long) 
 

Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 

Baseline measures have been in place since the start of term at Sandford St Martin’s. These 

are: 

• Increased daily cleaning of the site, especially around common touch points; 

• Increased ventilation – doors and windows open; 
• Regular hand sanitisation/hand washing; 

• Good respiratory hygiene- catch it, bin it, kill it; 
• Regularly asymptomatic testing for all staff; and 
• Clear messages to not come to school with any COVID 19 symptoms (a high 

temperature; a new continuous cough and/or loss or change to your sense of smell or 
taste) but to get a PCR test instead. 

  

We have also decided to implement the following controls from Monday 1st November 2021 

to Friday 12th November (10 school days) 

• Continued operation in ‘bubble ‘protocol’ by Year group (to reduce the 
mixing of children in large numbers, especially playtime, collective worship and 

lunchtime indoors) 
• External visitors to the school are asked to wear a mask or visor 
• Autumn term Parents' Evenings are likely to take place virtually 

• Non-essential external visitors will be postponed where possible.  
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8_ezjD4jq0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=og-d72h-gDE
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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Practically this means DURING THE NORMAL SCHOOL DAY we will not be mixing Year groups, 

we will use a single Year group staffing models where possible and we will allocate toilets, 
play spaces and lunchrooms for the children. The school day remains on the same timings 

(Saplings, Yr1, Yr 2 8:35/8:45-3:05 and KS2 8:45/8:55-3;15) 
 

Before school Pupil Premium breakfast club (Mons, Weds, Fris) and all lunchtime and 

afterschool clubs WILL OPERATE as normal from Monday 1st November. These are an 

important part of our offer for your child and I feel the smaller numbers of children 

gathering, in ventilated conditions, means we can continue with these. We are mindful that 
our children continue to mix at Sandmartins, brownies, cubs, gymnastics clubs etc so we 

feel confident to offer clubs even where these see the mixing of Year groups before and 
after the school day. 
 

As Parent/Carers, you are asked to be socially distant on our school site and to not hang 
around on the premises before or after school. This includes NOT ALLOWING your children to 

play on our equipment and adventure playgrounds. 
  
What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19  

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, you should organise for your child to be 
tested via the NHS online portal or by calling 119. Please let the school office know.  

 
Symptoms of COVID 19. 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of:  

• new continuous cough and/or  
• high temperature and/or  

• a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)  
 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. In some children sickness, 

stomach issues and sore throats seem to be fairly common indicators too. I encourage you 
to use lateral flow tests in the home and please do not allow your child to attend school 

while awaiting PCR test results. 
 

If there are any other changes, or a continuation of bubbles is deemed necessary beyond 
the next 10 school days, I will let you know. 
 

With my best wishes for a safe and productive half term,  
 

Mr Beveridge 
 

 

 

 


