
 
 

Saplings Information - Autumn Term 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 

We just wanted to say how brilliantly well the children have settled already, after such 

a short time in school! Below is some information that will clarify some of our routines, if 

you have any questions please feel free to drop in after school on Wednesday 22nd 

September 

 

Organisation and routines  

 
8:35:  Doors are opened and children are welcomed into class by a class teacher.  

The adult on the door will be happy to discuss any issues regarding your child 

or to pass on any relevant messages. Can we please ask that at the beginning 

and end of the day you wait outside the small blue gate and enter the 

Saplings outside area only when the teacher opens the gate. The outside area 

is an extension of our classroom and is not part of the ‘playground’. 

 

8:45:  The doors will be closed and learning will start immediately. Should you arrive 

after this time you will need to enter the school via the main entrance so that 

your child can be entered on the register.  

 

3:05:  End of school day. Children will be shown out of their classroom door by either 

the teacher or teaching assistant. Children will be allowed to walk to the 

person collecting them once we have seen that you are ready to greet them. 

Children are only allowed to be collected by the agreed person/s on their list.  

If there are any one-off instances where your child has to be collected by a 

person who is not on the list, please inform the member of staff on the door 

that morning and the message will be passed on to your child’s class teacher. 

Can we please ask that the children do not bring large rucksacks into school, our 

cloakroom area is very small. The pegs are closely packed with very little space and 

the children struggle to find their peg with large bags in the way. We understand if 

your child needs a comforter but can we please ask that these are a small toy or 

blanket that will easily fit into their tray. 

 

Snack Time / Lunch / Milk 

 
Every child is entitled to free hot school meals and snacks.  If you would like your child 

to have milk as a drink during snack time, please fill out the form from your welcome 

packs online. This is free until they turn five. Once you have requested milk there is 

about a 2 week delay before your child starts to receive it. Also, each child needs to 

bring in a clearly named water bottle so that they are able to have a drink of water 

throughout the day. We have already noticed a number of children coming into 

school without water bottles. Unfortunately, we no longer keep any cups in the 

classroom. Please send in a water bottle everyday and can the bottle please have a 

sports top to avoid spillages on the carpet, the children find the metal chill bottles 

very difficult to manage and we have already had lots of spills. 

 



Uniform 

 
It is vitally important that all uniform is labelled with your child’s name, this includes 

their P.E kit, shoes and coats. We know that uniform is expensive, however, if it is un- 

named we will not be able to match any lost items to their rightful owner! Please 

could you ensure that long hair is tied back, this is not only important for health and 

safety during P.E lessons but it also discourages the spread of tiny visitors! 

 

Promoting Positive Behaviour and Good learning  

 
Praise and rewards are an important part of the children’s learning. Children will be 

rewarded for good behaviour and learning in a variety of ways.  

 

Each week two children from each class will be chosen as the ‘Star’ or the ‘Learner’ 

of the week.  They will receive a certificate, badge and/or sticker in Celebrations 

Assembly.  

 

We will be following the school’s behaviour policy in regards to consequences for any 

mis-behaviour. In Early Years we aim to deal with any behaviour issues in a positive 

and age appropriate way and we will inform you of any concerns regarding your 

child promptly. 

 
Reading Books/ Phonics 
 

We will shortly begin our Phonic teaching programme, Floppy’s Phonics. We have 

used the scheme for the last two years in school and are very pleased with the 

progress the children make. This only works when it is supported by you at home. The 

children will learn 2 sounds each week, we will teach the sound in class but the 

Phonic Folder will come home every Friday for you to recap and practise the sounds 

we have learnt that week. We will be posting a video on class dojo when we are all 

fully settled and in school, demonstrating how to use the phonics sheets when they 

come home.  

 
All children will start on a book without words, this is a vital stage in their reading 

journey and helps develop comprehension, vocabulary, prediction and storytelling 

skills. We will send home books with words when the children are able to blend using 

the sounds we have taught so far. This varies from child to child and this is where 

support at home is really vital. It is not a race but a journey to develop a love of books 

and reading. Reading books will come home on a Monday and need to be back in 

school on Fridays.  

 

 

PE lessons  

 
Our PE lessons will be every Friday afternoon so could you please make sure that your 

child comes to school dressed in their P.E kit. 

 

 

Saplings Team 

 
Acorns: Mrs Abrahams and Mrs Willis    

Conkers: Mrs Matthews and Mrs Derham 

 

Many thanks for all your support 😊 

 


