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Learn	Love  Laugh
Text Rationale for Writing Roots
	Year 1 and 2 - Cycle A

	Term
	
	Autumn 2

	Writing Root Texts
	[image: Cave Baby]Cave Baby Julia Donaldson
	[image: Leo and the Octopus]Leo and the Octopus Isabelle Marinov

	Rationale
	The text is a lyrical narrative that is set in the Stone Age and follows a mischievous baby who goes on an outdoor adventure and meets a plethora of animals, some of which are extinct. This book has links to PSHE, exploring behavioural expectations, as well as history, introducing
children to the stone age. Julia Donaldson is a prolific author with a distinct style and Emily Gravett is a twice Kate Greenaway award-winning illustrator.
	This story gives thoughtful representation of an autistic child and his friendship with an octopus. The text explores Leo’s individual neurodivergence sensitively without making generalisations and provides opportunities for discussions around neurodiversity and autism. With strong PSHE links, the book explores ways children might self-regulate as well as exploring how we can help others feel safe and comfortable. Scientific links also encourage children to be curious and reflect on their relationship with the natural world. 


	Term
	Spring 1
	Spring 2


	Writing Root Texts
	[image: Stanley's Stick]Stanley’s Stick John Hegley
	[image: The Great Fire of London]The Great Fire of London Emma Adams and James Weston Lewis
	[image: The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab and Family]The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab and Family
	[image: Lizzy and the Cloud]Lizzy and the Cloud The Fan Brothers

	Rationale
	This charming, lyrical tale follows Stanley and his family as they go on vacation. Lead by Stanley and his stick, the story shows children the power of imagination and what can be done with a little creativity and invention. John Hegley is a wonderful poet who has written many books (including many for adults) and uses lyrical prose to bring this story to life and demonstrate the freedom of childhood. Neal Layton is an award-winning illustrator who perfectly complements the narrative with his simple but characterful illustrations. 

	This is a superb book to teach the history of the Great Fire of London. The richly detailed illustrations and text work effectively together to portray 17th century London and the changes it went through during this turbulent time. James Weston Lewis’ illustrations are colourful, vivid and bring this period of history to life, including city maps and drawings of London before, during and after the fire. The book highlights how people helped each other through the fire as well as how London and the fire service evolved afterwards. 

	The Proudest Blue written by Olympic medalist and social activist, Ibtihaj Muhammad, and award winning author, S. K. Ali, promotes themes of identity, confidence, sisterhood and pride in who you are. A New York Times bestseller, the book celebrates cultural diversity and encourages empathy and respect for others. It also addresses bullying and resilience, helping children understand the importance of kindness, inclusion, and being proud of who they are. 

	The Fan Brothers are critically acclaimed author-illustrators known for their elegant, whimsical picture books and this is no exception. Children may know some of their other works such as Ocean Meets Sky and The Barnabus Project. Dealing with the emotions around loving something so much that you have to let it go, children will engage with the endearing central characters of Lizzy and Milo as they navigate their newly-established relationship with each other. Obvious links can be made with the water cycle, seasons and the weather, as well how to deal with difficult emotions as they arise. 


	Term
	Summer 1
	Summer 2


	Writing Root Texts
	[image: We Are Water Protectors]We are Water Protectors Carole Lindstrom
	[image: The Comet]The Comet Joe Todd-Stanton
	[image: Wolves]Wolves Emily Gravett
	[image: Stella and the Seagull]Stella and the Seagull Georgina Stevens

	Rationale
	This inspirational book tells the story of the Dakota Access Pipeline protests from the point of view of a Ojibwe girl who joins the protests in order to protect the community’s water supply. The story highlights the environmental effects of corrosive, unchecked greed and the importance of people power and protest. Indigenous culture is represented authentically through the highly poetic narration and award-winning illustrations.

	This beautiful picture book won the 2023 Yoto Carnegie Shadowers’ Choice Medal for Illustration and will provide a gateway for children into the world of Joe Todd-Stanton. It tells the story
 of Nyla who is dealing with the confusion of moving house, an experience many children will be able to relate to, and provides a context for discussing themes of belonging, change and finding comfort. Children will enjoy discovering the magical detail within each of the charming illustrations and will develop empathy as they join Nyla on her journey of acceptance.
	This humorous text is a wonderful way to encourage children to think about the differences between fiction and non-fiction. Rabbit takes a book out of the library which explores facts about wolves… meanwhile, a fairy tale wolf is lurking hungrily in the background. This can open up discussion with children about what is real and what might not be so real. Links to science can be made, focussing on animals, habitats and food chains. Emily Gravett is a significant author/illustrator who has won the Kate Greenaway Award for illustration.

	Stella and the Seagull carries a powerful message that no-one is too small to make a difference. Stella might be a young child, but her actions have a significant impact on the local community and environment. A brilliant text for introducing children to thinking about how to look after our planet with a particular focus on single-use plastic, it is also an important book for representation of different family types as it features a main character who very happily lives with her grandma by the sea.





	Year 1 and 2 - Cycle B

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	Writing Root Texts
	[image: Sidney, Stella and the Moon]Sidney, Stella and the Moon
	[image: Beegu]Beegu Alexia Deacon

	Rationale
	This story follows the relationship between twins Sidney and Stella who do not like to share anything. The story illustrates the importance of sharing and teamwork, and treating others with respect. It is also a great chance to pique children’s curiosity about the moon and space. Emma Yarlett is an award-winning author and illustrator who has created many gorgeous books.
	This is a heart-warming tale of an alien Beegu who crash lands on earth and finds refuge and friendship with the children in a school playground. The story lends itself to discussions about the importance of welcoming, respecting and including others. Alexis Deacon is a significant, award-winning author and illustrator.


	Term
	Spring 1
	Spring 2


	Writing Root Texts
	[image: A Walk in London]A Walk in London Salvatore Rubbino
	[image: Last Stop on Market Street]Last Stop on Market Street Matt de la Pena
	[image: Astro Girl]Astro Girl 
Ken Wilson-Max
	[image: Billy and the Beast]Billy and the Beast Nadia Shireen

	Rationale
	This is a fantastic book to explore London with children and open their eyes to the various landmarks in the capital. It also models non-fiction writing, factual language as well as the more personal language of a diary entry. Salvatore Rubbino’s illustrations are colourful and bring the city to life. Children can also read A Walk in New York or A Walk in Paris to continue their city adventures. 
	What happens if we look at the world in a different way? This question is explored sensitively as we ride with CJ and his Nana on their weekly bus journey through the city. From disappointment and dissatisfaction to recognition and gratitude, Nana opens CJ’s eyes to the beauty all around him with her thoughtful observations and insights. Centring on the wonders of the local community, this book by award-winning duo Matt de la Peña and Christian Robinson will be a great way to open discussions around the diversity of children’s own local environments. Lyrical prose reflects the rhythm of the bus and children will be treated to a host of poetic vocabulary which they can draw upon to enhance their own writing. 

	This book has a strong narrative and a message about following your dreams. The main character is a girl with an accomplished working mother and father who is the main caregiver at home. Facts on inclusive astronaut history are included, offering a vision for all children – particularly girls – who dream of pursuing careers in STEM and space travel.

	This is the first text in a series that follows the adventures of Billy and her trusted sidekick Fat Cat. Billy is a brilliant role model who always meets and overcomes various challenges (encounters with beasts, dragons and pirates) through her problem-solving and quick-thinking. Nadia Shireen is a significant, award-winning author and illustrator.


	Term
	Summer 1
	Summer 2


	Writing Root Texts
	[image: The Dragon Machine]The Dragon Machine Helen Ward
	[image: Dragon Post]Dragon Post Emma Yarlett
	[image: Rosie Revere, Engineer]Rosie Revere, Engineer Andrea Beaty
	[image: Send for a Superhero]Send for a Superhero Michael Rosen

	Rationale
	This enchanting story deals with issues around self-acceptance and feeling left out. After George has led the dragons out of the city, he realises that he is loved and missed by the world he left behind. This text could lead to further investigations of dragons, using the book Dragonology which also uses the talents of Helen Ward and Wayne Anderson amongst others – both are multi-award-winning. An exciting narrative that will have children wanting to learn all they can about mythical creatures. 

	This is a brilliant book for inspiring imagination and creativity in play and in writing by award-winning author-illustrator, Emma Yarlett. It combines fantasy with everyday life as the main character deals with the very practical challenges of looking after a dragon in his house. It is also a valuable text for understanding the many different purposes of letter writing and could support a wider conversation around the different ways that we share written correspondence in modern life.

	This lyrical text follows Rosie who absolutely loves engineering and inventing. Children can get to know Rosie and be inspired by her vision. A vital text, not only to ignite passions about design and technology, but to learn about problem solving and perseverance. It is also a super introduction to the Questioneers, a group of children who are role models in different fields, from science to illustration to engineering. Andrea Beaty has a distinctive poetic style and is supported by David Roberts’ technical illustrations. 

	This is a fun take on the super-hero, comic genre which will engage children with its colourful style and characters. The fast-paced story provides an ideal opportunity to discuss the attributes of a hero and everyday heroes in our communities. Michael Rosen and Katherine McEwen are both award-winning in their respective fields.



	Year 3 and 4 - Cycle A

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	Writing Root Texts
	[image: ]The Wilderness Steve McCarthy

	[image: How To Live Forever by Dr Colin Thompson | Waterstones]How to Live Forever Colin Thompson


	Rationale
	This is the author-illustrator debut text from Steve McCarthy. McCarthy has a wonderfully distinct style and in 2015 his animation Song of the Sea was nominated for an Oscar. At the time of writing, The Wilderness has also been short listed for the Carnegie medal for Illustration and the UKLA book awards. This joyous text explores the importance of learning and growing through outdoor play and exploration whatever the weather. By taking risks and getting lost, October, our timid protagonist, goes on a voyage of self-discovery. The story deals with important themes such as overcoming fears, family relationships and finding new friendships in unlikely places.The vibrant illustrations, memorable characters and playful language are sure to inspire children with a sense of adventure. 

	This is a thought-provoking story told as much through the illustrations as the text on the page. Children will use deep levels of inference and draw upon critical thinking skills to discuss the story in detail. Touching on themes of keeping secrets, facing dilemmas and doing the right thing, links could be made with historical contexts or PSHE. 


	Term
	Spring 1
	Spring 2


	Writing Root Texts
	[image: Shackleton's Journey : William Grill: Amazon.co.uk: Books]Shackleton’s Journey William Grill
	[image: The Ever-changing Earth : Baker-Smith, Grahame: Amazon.co.uk: Books]The Ever-Changing Earth Grahame Baker-Smith
	[image: The Barnabus Project Book Review]The Barnabus Project The Fan Brothers
	[image: Weslandia - Wikipedia]Weslandia Paul Fleischman

	Rationale
	Shackleton’s Journey is a uniquely visual non-fiction re-telling of Ernest Shackleton’s epic expedition across the Antarctic. The text has a clear factual style as well as sparse but thought-provoking illustrations by William Grill which are highly engaging. This gives children an understanding of the period after the Victorians and the start of WW1 and about what life was like in Britain.

	This is from significant author and Greenaway awarded illustrator, Grahame Baker-Smith, who has created a trilogy of books about nature and the world; this is the third in the series, although they are unrelated in narrative. The book expresses awe and wonder through showing the passing of time. The mesmerising artwork showcases natural phenomena around the world through the eyes of two children who live on opposite sides of the Earth to each other. Relevant curriculum links include themes of environment and natural disasters/phenomena, as well as understanding that the planet is a legacy. 

	This is a poignant story of acceptance and belonging told by the prolific and award-winning Fan Brothers. Richly woven with themes of working together, accepting who you are and following your dreams, children will engage with the endearing cast of animal-like creatures on their journey to freedom. Raising questions around what is ‘perfect’, this tale will open up discussions around how to be ourselves and how we can deal with the pressures of the outside world. Yet again, the Fan Brothers have used their signature imaginative style to bring the story to life and children will enjoy exploring their other books after reading this one.

	This is a picture book which encourages inference and has huge potential for relevant links across the
curriculum, including to science, PSHE, DT and geography. It is a short story with a tangible dilemma which children can easily relate to. The story can be used to explore connections to wider society and provides a solid platform for exploring life cycles and conservation.

	Term
	Summer 1
	Summer 2


	Writing Root Texts
	[image: Varmints Book Review]Varmints Helen Ward
	[image: Frindleswylde - Walker Books]Frindleswylde Natalia O’Hara and Lauren O’Hara
	[image: Escape from Pompeii : Balit, Christina: Amazon.co.uk: Books]Escape from Pompeii Christina Balit

	[image: The Tin Forest: Amazon.co.uk: Ward, Helen, Anderson, Wayne: 9781848776678:  Books]The Tin Forest Helen Ward

	Rationale
	Covering themes of hope, environmentalism and the cyclical nature of life, this surreal and haunting text provides links to many areas of the curriculum including science, geography, PSHE and art. Helen Ward is a significant children’s author and children will enjoy exploring many of her other titles including The Tin Forest (which addresses similar themes) and The Dragon Machine. There is also a BAFTA and Oscar-nominated accompanying short film which will support children’s learning and lead to discussion about how to look after the places we live.

	This wintry fable is reminiscent of traditional fairy tales such as The Snow Queen featuring a cast of
characters children will easily engage with. Although a picture book, the story is longer in length
and complex in its plot which will create high levels of engagement and help develop stamina for
reading. Filled with enchanting language and gripping twists and turns, the story will be sure to
generate much opportunity for classroom conversation.

	This text engages children with the genre of historical fiction and links with topics of ancient Rome and natural disasters. Set against the backdrop of the eruption of Vesuvius in AD 79, it helps bring the topic to life and provides children with a rich background knowledge of a significant historical period. 

	This beautiful book by significant author Helen Ward has strong links with the topics of the environment, recycling and protection of the rainforest which are expressed through imagery presented in the illustrations. The narrative tells of the ultimate triumph of nature over the devastating impact of man and will open discussions around protection of the environment and holding on to hopes and dreams.





	Year 3 and 4 - Cycle B

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	Writing Root Texts
	[image: Leon and the Place Between x 6 - Scholastic Shop]Leon and the Place Between Angela McAllister
	[image: The First Drawing : Gerstein, Mordicai: Amazon.co.uk: Books]The first Drawing Mordicai Gerstein

	Rationale
	This extraordinary book by significant author-illustrator duo Angela McAllister and Grahame Baker-Smith was shortlisted for the 2010 CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal. The quality of the language alongside captivating illustrations, cut-out sections, fonts and fold-out pages will immerse children in a magical space to explore the power of imagination and curiosity. Children will recognise the enchanting styles of the famous names through their other titles such as Winter’s Child and FArTHER.

	This book is set in the Stone Age with a narrative which expresses the power of art through focussing on cave paintings. The story makes strong historical links, as well as exploring the awe and wonder – and sometimes fear and apprehension – around first-time discoveries. The First Drawing will inspire children to become artists themselves and provides a wonderful context for discussing dreams and desires to do something new and different.


	Term
	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	Writing Root Texts
	[image: The Story of Tutankhamun: Patricia Cleveland-Peck : Cleveland-Peck,  Patricia, Greenberg, Isabel: Amazon.co.uk: Books]The Story of Tutankhamun Patricia Cleveland-Peck
	[image: Cinderella of the Nile by Beverley Naidoo, Marjan Vafaeian | Waterstones]Cinderella of the Nile Beverly Naidoo
	[image: Until I Met Dudley: How everyday things really work : McGough, Roger,  Riddell, Chris: Amazon.co.uk: Books]Until I Met Dudley Roger McGough and Chris Riddell
	[image: Jabberwocky]Jabberwocky Lewis Carroll 

	Rationale
	This illustrated non-fiction book was nominated for the CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway children’s book awards in 2018. Including colourful illustrations, maps, inventories and graphic novel storyboards, the book presents a highly engaging way for children to develop historical skills and weave historical knowledge into their writing. 

	Re-told by award winning and influential children’s author Beverley Naidoo, this version of Cinderella supports learning around traditional tales. With clear links to ancient Greece and ancient Egypt, children will discover how one story can have many iterations around the world and throughout history. Alongside historical themes, the book could be used as a platform for discussions around human rights, enslavement and justice. 

	Roger McGough is one of Britain’s best loved poets and his lyrical creativity shines through in this humorous techno-guide. Chris Riddell’s distinctive illustrations bring the text to life and let children in on the secret of how things work – real and imagined. Providing obvious links to the DT curriculum, children will be engaged by the opportunity to design their own inventions and the text will fire up their imaginations for writing explanations for how they work.

	This nonsense poem by Lewis Carroll has been a firm favourite since its inclusion in the novel Through the Looking Glass in 1871. The poem presents an opening for children to explore the fantastical world of Alice and her adventures in Wonderland. Including weird and wonderful characters and a host of completely nonsense vocabulary there will be fun opportunities for language acquisition and comprehension, as well for performance poetry. 


	Term
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Writing Root Texts
	[image: The Iron Man: Amazon.co.uk: Hughes, Ted, Carlin, Laura: 9781406324679: Books]The Iron Man Ted Hughes
	Cloud Tea Monkeys Mal Peet and Elspeth Graham [image: Cloud Tea Monkeys : Peet, Mal, Graham, Elspeth, Wijngaard, Juan:  Amazon.co.uk: Books]
	[image: The Seed of Doubt by Irena Brignull | Goodreads]The seed of Doubt Irena Brignell
	[image: The Heart and the Bottle: An Uplifting Children's Picture Book of Grief and  Resilience : Jeffers, Oliver, Jeffers, Oliver: Amazon.co.uk: Books]The Heart and the Bottle Oliver Jeffers

	Rationale
	This is a complex text that explores issues around outsiders and fear of change. Former poet laureate Ted Hughes is a significant author who wrote for both adults and children. The narrative lends itself to discussion around standing up for what is right and not judging a book by its cover. The themes raised in the book help with developing empathy.

	This is a legend set in another culture in the centuries-old past but with close links to fair-trade and the food industry. The strong female protagonist fights to overcome traditional ideals in the name of family and eventual triumph. Shortlisted for the Kate Greenaway Medal, the text has clever use of language and a powerful narrative which carry important messages about loyalty and respect. 

	An allegorical story of aspiration and how a small seed of doubt can grow into something seemingly unmovable. But, with the right encouragement, this doubt can be overcome. The story explores the relationship between a boy and his father and how mentoring relationships are key to people achieving their dreams. Inspiring and thought-provoking, written by an acclaimed author and screenwriter, the book encourages children to dream big and be curious about the world, with stunning illustrations by Richard Jones.

	This book by prolific children’s author Oliver Jeffers provides the context for children to understand the difficult topics of loss and grief. The narrative will help open discussion around how to deal with the emotions of losing something or someone we love. There are strong links to PSHE and a focus on holding on to hope to overcome hard times.




	Year 5 – will become B year on merge

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	Writing Root Texts
	[image: The Man Who Walked Between the Towers: (Caldecott Medal Winner) : Mordicai  Gerstein: Amazon.co.uk: Books]The Man Whole Walked Between the Towers Modicai Gerstein
	[image: The Three Little Pigs Project]The Three Little Pigs Project
The Guardian

	Rationale
	This tale of daring, written in lyrical prose by Mordecai Gerstein is based on the true exploits of daredevil Philippe Petit. Children will be enthralled by the poetic language used to portray this magical feat, as well as by the detailed illustrations – including two foldout spreads of the New York skyline. The book was the winner of the 2004 Caldecott Medal and the Boston Globe-Horn Award for Picture Books. Links can be made to the history and DT curriculums and used as a starting point to discuss themes of justice, recognition and following your dreams.

	This video advertisement was created by the Guardian newspaper and won the Cannes-Lion award upon its release. Created to portray the newspaper’s approach to open journalism, it shows how they would report on a story like The Three Little Pigs in print and visually. Children will explore bias, objectivity and justice as they unpick the different voices and perspectives which make up the well-known story. The advert will open up plenty of opportunities for debate and children will understand the importance of considering all sides of a story before jumping to conclusions. 


	Term
	Spring 1
	Spring 2


	Writing Root Texts
	[image: Boy In The Tower - Darley Anderson]Boy in the Tower Polly Ho-Yen
	[image: ]The Strange Case of Origami Yoda
Tom Angleberger
	[image: Hidden Figures]Hidden Figures Magot Lee Shetterly
	[image: Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover]Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover

	Rationale
	This book was shortlisted for the Blue Peter Book Award and was runner up in the Teach Primary New Children’s Fiction Award in 2015. Dealing with themes such as isolation, depression and loneliness, the book provides a relatable context and a safe space within which to explore these concepts with children. With modern day links to The Day of the Triffids, Polly Ho-Yen has created an engaging, dystopian narrative through which children will develop their skills of inference and deduction. 

	The presentation of this novella (including speech bubbles, hand-written notes, doodles and child-friendly language) will engage reluctant readers and appeal to those with a preference for first-person diary style narratives. Links can be made with the PSHE curriculum as friendships and relationships are explored and there is also the chance to consider the same events from different perspectives, increasing children’s appreciation for the experiences of others. The book is part of a series so children can choose to continue their journey beyond their studies of this text. 

	This important text by Margot Lee Shetterly is the previously untold story of four African-American women, all with exceptional maths skills, who helped America win the Space Race. This book is important for black representation and themes of empowerment and feminism are strongly woven throughout. Other curriculum links can also be made to history, DT, geography and science.

	This eye-catching picture book will teach children about a significant moment in the history of space exploration and provides obvious links to the science and DT curriculums. Told from the perspective of the beloved little spacecraft, the fact-filled and richly illustrated text will help children understand the power of imagination and what it means to be curious. Diagrams, timelines and technical vocabulary are woven throughout, expanding children’s ability to engage with the non-fiction genre. 


	Term
	Summer 1
	Summer 2


	Writing Root Texts
	[image: Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief]Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
	[image: The Lost Thing]The Lost Thing Shaun Tan
	[image: Beowulf]Beowulf Michael Morpurgo
	[image: The Tempest]The Tempest William Shakespeare

	Rationale
	This book provides an opportunity to teach classic Greek mythology through a modern story which will grip children with its sense of adventure, relatable characters and fast-paced plot. With obvious links to the history curriculum, children will learn about Greek gods, mythical creatures and myths as well as explore themes of identity, perseverance and bravery.

	This book is an important commentary on what it means to belong and what happens if we see things differently. Shaun Tan is a significant author-illustrator famous for his books which explore social, political and historical subjects. Dealing with a quest for belonging, this text shares similar themes with some of his other titles which children may be familiar with, including Eric, and will set them up for studying The Arrival in Year 6. There is also an Academy Award-winning short film (narrated by Tim Minchin) to accompany the book which will support children’s learning and lead to discussion about belonging, identity and acceptance.

	This is a key text in Anglo-Saxon literature, which delves into the historical period with detail and provides children with a rich background knowledge of the time. Re-told by significant children’s author Michael Morpurgo, this is the oldest surviving epic in British literature and includes examples of old-English language which will inspire children’s own writing. The book also provides a companion to Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. 

	This is a playscript version of one of Shakespeare’s most classic stories, including some original language and meter which will inspire children to go on and read further of the bard’s plays on their own. A vibrant and enchanting story with strong themes of betrayal and desire, this will provide a good starting point for children to share their thoughts on power and the right ways to use it




Growing to Learn, Learning to Grow – Together.
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