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19/06/2020       

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

First of all, I would like to thank you all again for your patience at a time when there is so 

much uncertainty and we understand the anxieties that this is creating. The 

government’s latest guidance was released on Monday evening and so we have been 

planning further possibilities around the wider reopening of our school in response to 

this. We now need your help again…   

 

The most recent guidance from the government states that the priority still needs to be 

the provision for Year R, Year 1 and Year 6. It repeats the previous message that we 

should encourage other children to return only where we have the capacity to do so. 

Despite being a large school - we do have limited capacity, in that most of our 

available staff are engaged in classrooms/bubbles already. There is very little room for 

us to be creative in providing for any other children - whilst maintaining the health and 

safety for all our school community (inc staffing the bubbles and not sharing/mixing 

across rooms). 

 

However, I believe we should do all we can to offer contact with school for ALL 

parents/children who would like to return in some form before the summer holidays.  

 

This new ‘survey monkey’ form is for signing up new children only. Key workers 
should contact the school office directly and NOT fill in this form. Also, Saplings, 
Y1 and Y6 children already signed up to a 'bubble' need NOT respond.  
 
ALSO, DO NOT COMPLETE THE FORM IF YOU DO NOT WISH FOR YOUR 
CHILD TO ATTEND SCHOOL BEFORE THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS  
 

So.. our NEW plan (still subject to change as we respond to national/local guidance) 

Please be aware that there is no guarantee that children will be with their usual teacher 

 

1. Parents of children in R, 1 and 6 last chance to sign up please! We are full in Y6 

(3x 12 children) and full in Yr 1 (2x 10 children), we have 3 spaces in a Saplings 

bubble. Therefore if additional parents/carers apply for a place this time round 

we are likely to have to put our teaching resources into new bubbles for R/1/6. As 

before you would need to complete a new survey monkey to register your 

interest.  (link below) 

2. Senior leaders must reach out to the most vulnerable children and families, so we 

need to factor additional take up of these places too (in line with government 

guidance) 
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3. Parents/children in Year 5 will be given priority next and our intention would be 

to provide 2 days a week as soon in July as/if we can - bubbles/staffing allowing. 

As before you would need to complete a new survey monkey to register your 

interest so we can plan based on actual uptake. (link below) 

4. Parents/children in Year 2, 3 and 4 are also being given the opportunity to 

register their interest and our intention would be to provide 2 days a week ASAP, 

probably towards the middle-end July. Whilst this may only provide around 4-6 

‘contact’ days in total it is likely to be the best we can offer.  As before you would 

need to complete the new survey monkey (link below) to register your interest so 

we can plan based on actual uptake. 

5. Where feasible we plan to build in transition/‘meet the teacher’ sessions ready 

for the new school year this side of the Summer holidays for all Year groups. We 

may invite children not attending to ‘one off’ sessions for this in the interest of 

fairness. This could include special marquee classrooms on the field for the time 

being! There is no need to sign up for this as we will invite whole classes whether 

children are currently attending or not. 

 

In the first week(s) in September extra time and allowance will be made for 

teachers and children to get to know each other/complete further transition 

work. 

 

Once parents/carers have completed this (yet another) new survey monkey to register 

interest, we will crunch the numbers and you will then hear from us about your child’s 

place. Please do not assume that your child can and will return in July – it is still an ‘if’ at 

this stage. There will inevitably be some disappointments. Please do not send your child 

to school unless you are certain that we have contacted you to say they are registered 

in a ‘bubble’. 

 

We appreciate that this might not be the provision/plan you may have been 

anticipating - but it is the best we can do to potentially give everyone a chance to 

spend some time in school before the summer holidays. We hope you will understand 

the huge challenge in planning something like this whilst following governmental 

guidance that is less than coherent and certainly not helpfully timely. 

 
Again, this form is for signing up new children only. Key workers should contact the school office 
directly and NOT fill in this form. Also, Saplings, Y1 and Y6 children already signed up to a 'bubble' 
need NOT respond.  
 
DO NOT COMPLETE THIS FORM IF YOU DO NOT WISH FOR YOUR CHILD TO ATTEND 
SCHOOL BEFORE THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS . 
 
This form will close at 10am on Tuesday 23rd June so further planning can commence from 

Tuesday. https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/76HTNDH 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/76HTNDH
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You will be contacted if we can provide a place for your child/that year group is 
able to accommodate returning children.  
 

3 more points/answers to common questions we get asked: 

• Sorry, but teacher allocations for next year are not known yet as we are still 

recruiting staff in the coming weeks. This information will be communicated as soon 

as we know.  

 

• We do not anticipate opening in the Summer holidays, including no longer running 

key worker provision. Dorset Council are making plans to offer vulnerable 

children/families holiday provision. With schools reopening (without really stopping at 

Easter or half term) the staff need a break and their contracts do not cover the 

summer holidays. Staff have worked their contracts, providing education during 

lockdown and in many cases going above and beyond their duties.  

 

• I do not know what September will look like yet, no headteacher does. We await 

government guidance on COVID-secure parameters and class sizes/full return? or 

blended learning models?. With only 20 school days remaining before Summer we 

really hope to be get some clarity from the DfE soon. As you can imagine, planning 

for 370 children/14 classes is very difficult without the proper guidance.  

 

As always - feel free to make contact with me if you feel you need to. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Paul Beveridge 


