
                      
 

 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to News-better(?)(!) 24 of this (strange) year. 
 
It was a delight to welcome some of Year 6 back to school this week in 3 ‘bubbles’. They followed the yellow arrows 
diligently round to their ‘bubble bases’ and most left with smiles on their faces too. The numbers of children attending 
site has been growing gradually – this week we have been running 6 ‘bubbles’, next week we are up to 8 ‘bubbles’ and 
when some Saplings return from the 22nd there will be 10 bubbles in use (see below).  
Staff and children are doing very well with the ‘new’ way of working. Our ‘bubbles’ are at capacity so please do not 
send your child if they are not registered. We must strictly control numbers of children, staff allocations and room 
use. Children not registered/ authorised to access school site will be denied entry and need collecting. If your child is in 
Saplings, Year 1, Year 6, or has an EHCP/allocated social worker or other need you must contact Mr Beveridge or Mrs 
Pampin if you wish to discuss any potential return to school at the moment. The logistics of welcoming children back 
does take time. Thank you for your support with this.  
 
Our ‘bubbles’ at a glance: 
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Out of sight, but not out of mind 
We are sad but not surprised to hear that the plans to get Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5 back in school 
before the Summer holidays have been diluted. Capacity and staffing in schools is very 
stretched as we try to balance home learning and face-to-face teaching.  We await guidance 
on who, what, how, when from government next week. The Unions are pressing the DfE to 
be clear, quick and precise about what July and September will look like for ALL year 
groups. We are working on a range of scenarios to welcome back more children as soon as 
we can, with a particular focus on school models for September onwards. We will keep you 
posted about transition/new classes for next year/school reports and school set-up in 

September as soon as we can. A pressing priority is to gauge our capacity and likely 

uptake of Y5 places for late June/early July if at all possible. We will be in touch with Y5 

parents once further government guidance is released next week about the feasibility 
of us opening up places. We would ideally like to be able to offer Y5 2-3 days per week 
ASAP too. 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Thank you to all parents for continuing the home learning/education. The levels of engagement with Class 

Dojo, learning packs and Sharepoints remain high. I know there is a lot of appreciation for what the 

teachers are doing here, especially as the vast majority are also starting to teach face to face at least 2 

days a week too.  

 

Please do get in touch if you/your child have struggles, questions or problems that you would like help with.  
- - - - -  - - -  - - -  -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Kerry, our school nurse, has signposted the following resources: 

 
“I have attached some links to different organisations offering parental support and advice that we think some 

of your parents/carers may find helpful. 

 
https://talk.actionforchildren.org.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIscOb84L36QIVT-3tCh2OJQ6BEAAYASAAEgLed_D_BwE 
 
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/ 
 
https://www.relate.org.uk/relationship-help/help-children-and-young-people/children-and-young-peoples-
counselling?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIscOb84L36QIVT-3tCh2OJQ6BEAAYAiAAEgKR0fD_BwE 
 

Also School nursing is contactable on the number: 01425 891153. This may be appropriate for 

parents who wish to seek advice regarding relationship and sex education for Y5/Y6 pupils, as well as other 
matters. 

Kind Regards  Kerry” 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
I am mindful to keep quality checking all the learning in the school (in it’s various forms) as well as health 
and wellbeing needs.  

 
At the beginning of May we sent out a survey monkey to ascertain the level of effectiveness and engagement 
with ‘Class Dojo’ and other home learning methods. I would like to run the survey again, now we are one 
month on, to check it is still working for you at home and to help iron out any unresolved issues (especially as 
ALL year groups continue to use this platform until the end of year). 
 
Last time 150 parents/carers responded to our survey monkey about home learning and Class Dojo. Let’s 
see if we can get a similar return rate!? The form will close on Wednesday 17th June. Thank you. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7JXDFP7 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

STAFFING NEWS 
We are pleased to share with the news that baby Benjamin Alastair Salkeld arrived safely at 6:14pm on 
19/5/20 weight 9 lb 14 oz.  Mr and Mrs Salkeld and baby Benjamin are doing well. Congratulations to them! 
 
We are NOT pleased to share the news that Mrs Bolar is leaving us at the end of the school year! Mrs Bolar 
has secured a well deserved and impressive promotion to Deputy Headteacher at St Nicholas CE Primary in 

Child Okeford. Mrs Bolar will be speaking with Elm class about this via Zoom next week. Sincere 

congratulations from us all, we are obviously very proud to have worked with Mrs Bolar for the past 14 years!  

 
Take care; stay alert, control the virus, save lives; and as always, if you have any questions, please just email or ‘phone. 
The school office is generally manned in school hours and senior staff continue to work on site daily, with class teachers 

and TAs increasingly available for ‘phone calls on-site too. Hope to see you soon. 
 
Many Thanks and best wishes, 
 
Mr Beveridge, Headteacher                                                                 

Please read on for  
• Father’s day gift sale (for those in school) 19/6 
• ELSA ‘Emotions/anxiety’ tips at home 

https://talk.actionforchildren.org.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIscOb84L36QIVT-3tCh2OJQ6BEAAYASAAEgLed_D_BwE
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/
https://www.relate.org.uk/relationship-help/help-children-and-young-people/children-and-young-peoples-counselling?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIscOb84L36QIVT-3tCh2OJQ6BEAAYAiAAEgKR0fD_BwE
https://www.relate.org.uk/relationship-help/help-children-and-young-people/children-and-young-peoples-counselling?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIscOb84L36QIVT-3tCh2OJQ6BEAAYAiAAEgKR0fD_BwE
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7JXDFP7


PTA sale of new Father’s day gifts - FRIDAY 19th JUNE  

(Covid-safe parameters) 
 
For key workers’ children/Year 1 and Year 6 attending school there is the opportunity to buy a special 
man/men in your life a lovely gift.  
 
Emma James has a range of new gifts which can be ordered on the morning and delivered to school in 
the afternoon (gloves and masks throughout the process). Teachers in each bubble will take orders and 
collect the money, Emma will collect the orders and money, and then the gifts will be prepared, delivered 
and made ready for taking home by the end of the school day (which is 2pm for Year 1).  What a lovely 
idea ready for Sunday 21st June! Thanks Emma!  
 

Gifts available (look away Dads, Grandads, Uncles, Brothers, Step-Dads etc) 

 
 

  
 

 
 

The correct money for any items needs to be in an envelope in school with your child on 

Friday 19th June. Items are 50p, £1, £2 and £3 and as many of each item can be ordered 

as you like. We will not be handling money or providing change. 

 

Teachers will remind children of the options on Tuesday 16th June if they are in attendance  

and samples will be available for children to view. 

 



 Anxiety problems during Covid-19? Mrs Lee shared these top tips that were sent to her in her ELSA 

role… 

Top tips for acknowledging your child's emotions during the coronavirus outbreak 

 

Be present and ready to listen when your child is speaking to you about their emotions. If you are hearing 

and validating your child’s emotions, they are much less likely to escalate into more intense emotions that 

may cause further distress.  

Show your child you are actively listening, by repeating parts of what they say back to them. For 

example, “You really miss your friends…”. Leaving this open ended also lets your child know that it’s okay to 

keep sharing their feelings with you. 

Communicate to your child that it’s okay to feel all feelings – including sadness, fear or anger. Children 

often believe these feelings are ‘bad’ and can be more reluctant to share them with you. A good way to do 

this is to lead by example. Don’t be afraid to share with your child how you are feeling and communicate to 

them things that help you to feel better.  

A child’s behaviour can suggest they are unhappy in some way. In younger children, it might be that 

they don’t know the correct word for the feeling they are experiencing. It can be useful to help them 

acknowledge their own feelings by ‘checking out’ with them what you suspect they are feeling. If you 

suspect they are worried, for example, you might ask, “I wonder if you have a horrible, funny feeling in your 

tummy?” 

An older child/teenager may also communicate negative emotion through behaviour, but not due to 

lack of vocabulary. You can seek to validate this behaviour and underlying emotion also by ‘checking it 

out’ with them. This lets your child know that you have noticed the change in behaviour and you really care 

about what is underlying that change. For example, “Tell me if I’m wrong – I’m wondering if you’re feeling 

anxious…”     

Let your child know that their feelings make sense, perhaps by using the following sentence structure: “I 

can see that you feel..., and it makes sense that you want that feeling to go away.”  

Empathise wholeheartedly, by putting yourself in your child’s shoes. Let them know that you would 

probably feel the same way if you were in their position. Validating your child’s feelings in this way will help 

them to self-validate both now and in the future.  

Acknowledging feelings linked to past experiences can be helpful. An example of this might be, “I 

know it doesn’t seem fair that you’re not able to go swimming with your friends this weekend, when you 

were able to go last weekend.” 

 

Validating your child’s emotions in the above ways will let them know you acknowledge their emotions, and 

you understand. This will aid your child in reaching a place of acceptance, where anxiety will reduce, and a 

sense of inner calm can be restored. This place of tranquillity is essential for your child’s well-being not just at 

present, but going forward too, and will allow them to flourish as they head forwards on their journey.  

 

Remember to validate your own feelings. You are just as important, and children will mirror your behaviours 

too.  

Acknowledging yours and your child’s emotions will allow you to think and behave from your rational brain. 

We tend to make more appropriate, evidence-based decisions from than our rational brain than our 

emotional brain. 

Ignoring our emotions will only encourage us to remain influenced by our emotional brain. 

 


