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Wednesday 20th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope this letter finds you well. I guess this is the letter many parents/carers have been waiting for, 

especially if you have a child in Saplings, Year 1 or Year 6? I am writing to update you on our plan, as 

agreed by strategy governors and as things stand, to start the phased reopening of school to these 

year groups; alongside the children of critical/key workers who have needed to attend over the past 

couple of months. It is true to say that the school never really closed! 

As well as the overview plan below, I am providing a list of questions (and our responses) that arose 

from the recent survey monkey. I thank you again for engaging with the survey, it has been so 

helpful in gauging your wishes, worries and views. Sorry that this makes for a long-winded letter, but 

I hope you agree it is helpful and necessary to keep you as informed as possible.  

Our plan going forward in the short term is to keep the school open to critical/keyworkers’ children 

(including through half term from Tuesday 26th May –Friday 29th May). However, the school will be 

completely closed on Bank Holiday Monday, 25th May.  

In order to prepare the building, grounds and train staff, the school will also be completely closed on 

Monday 1st June. Apologies for any inconvenience this causes.  

From Tuesday 2nd June the ‘key/critical worker’ children will be divided into two (or more) distinct 

groups or ‘bubbles’. They will have allocated staff and the children will be broadly divided by age 

(Bubble 1 EYFS/KS1, Bubble 2 KS2 etc) These ‘bubbles’ will continue to be taught  in the Hawthorn 

and Beech classrooms. This allows us to increase the number of staff and children we accommodate 

in new ‘bubbles’ in the rest of the school as necessary (for Y6, Y1 and Saplings children).  

The size of our classrooms means we can support between 9 and 12 children with adequate social 

distancing, circulation and space for adults in each room. We anticipate a return rate of the 

following according to the most recent survey monkey: 

“I would return my child to school in June”: 

Year 6 – YES: 17   UNDECIDED: 20       Potential children numbers= 37 (3 bubbles) 

Year 1 – YES:   8 UNDECIDED: 9         Potential children numbers= 17 (2 bubbles) 

Year R – YES: 10    UNDECIDED: 7      Potential children numbers= 17 (2 bubbles) 
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We are planning our accommodation/staffing/circulation/bubble groups based on these indications 

but can adapt to more/less children as necessary in these year groups.  

In accordance with the government’s plans for primary schools (IF they give the green light in 

relation to the national/local infection ‘R’ rate) 

Year 6 – Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00-3:05 from 09/06/20 

From Tuesday 9th June we plan to welcome back Year 6, two days a week, for those would like to 

/are able to attend. The Year 6 days in June will be Tuesday and Fridays. These children will also be 

split into ‘Bubbles’ mainly by class, although there maybe tweaks for family groups or even by 

surname/friendship group if 3 bubbles are necessary. Again the staff and children working in the Oak 

and Pine ‘Bubbles’ (or 3 new groups) will be set up in a way that cross-socialising is avoided, in line 

with government guidance on reducing the potential spread of the virus. 

Year 1 – Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00-2:00 from 16/06/20 

From Tuesday 16th June we then plan to welcome back Year 1, two days a week, coinciding with the 

Year 6 provision but at the other end of the building in Ash and Bay classrooms/bubbles! 

Saplings/EYFS – Mondays and Thursdays from 22/06/20 

From Monday 22nd June we would like to invite Saplings back into Acorns and Conkers bubbles. 

Again, we plan to start with just 2 days a week on Mondays and Thursdays. As with the other 6-8 

bubbles of children/staff, the Acorns and Conkers bubbles will be taught in tight groupings. 

Children in these year groups will be able to attend on the specified days from the dates given if we 

are given the all clear to go ahead. The Year R, 1 and 6 school day will start between 8:35-9:00 to 

allow for a flexible register, providing natural staggering/support social distancing. A map is 

attached to guide parents and children safely to and from the classroom doors. Please adhere to 

this as it supports social distancing and helps avoids multiple interactions with people outside your 

household.  

In order to support our younger learners in Saplings and Year 1, their school day will finish at 2pm.  

As Saplings and Year 1 are in school initially on different days (Saplings Mon/Thurs, Year 1 Tues/Fri) 

there will be no cause for congestion or significant space sharing. We are also planning to implement 

a ‘wrist band’ system for all children and staff to colour code their ‘bubble’ and classroom. This will 

support the whole school community in avoiding cross-socialising and supporting children to be in 

the right place at the right time. If you have ever been to a busy beach in the summer, you may have 

seen a similar ‘zoning’ system to help keep children safe with wrists bands. 
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At the present time we plan to keep Wednesdays as a ‘gap day’ for all but the keyworker bubbles, 

allowing further cleaning, decontamination and for teachers to focus on home learning/class dojo. 

As well as FAQ/responses, a school drop off and collection map and a survey link, we are also 

attaching a visual/photo guide to the main areas of the school for Year 6, Year 1 and Saplings so you 

can make an informed decision about your child’s likely provision/classroom environment. 

We are therefore now asking you to log into another survey monkey , but this time to commit 

with your child’s name/class so we can further improve our planning and implement year group 

‘bubbles’ as we need to (link at end of this letter).This is to either sign your child up OR to let us 

know your child is not returning yet. 

In writing of all of this I am mindful that Year 2, 3, 4, 5 have not been mentioned. This is only 

because of the necessary focus on returning children as prescribed by the government. I hope the 

FAQs next will give you heart that we are trying to consider every child and family in all of this – and 

that home learning/class dojo is not being switched off for any year group. In fact, to stitch the 

learning in and out of school for children in these ‘bubbles’, class dojo will be used during school 

days alongside distance learning/home schooling.  

Please take time to read the attached documents and then indicate which days your 

child/ren will be/will not be returning to Sandford St Martin’s in June (assuming we are 

able to press on with this plan). Please can ALL Y6, Y1, Saplings and key/critical worker 

parents fill in the registration survey ASAP, regardless of whether or not your child is 

returning to school and including those who have been attending school over recent weeks.  

I’m sure you understand we need the most accurate registers in advance that we can create 

to do this safely and well. There is no need, at this stage, for Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5 

parents/carers to respond (unless you are key/critical worker requiring school provision) 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NB5JNMF 

Your response by end of day Tuesday 26th May would be appreciated as we try to solidify our 

planning around exact pupil names/numbers.  

I hope to release a short video tour of the school by the end of the week to accompany the attached 

images, to further support your child’s understanding of some necessary changes in the 

classrooms/corridors. 

With my sincere thanks and best wishes, 

Mr Beveridge 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NB5JNMF
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Frequently(Recently) Asked Questions 

How much notice will we have of this plan going ahead/schools reopening nationally? 

One of the reasons we have decided not to increase numbers w/b 1st June is that the government 

have indicated the notice regarding the further opening/not opening of primary schools could be as 

little as 48 hours before 1st June ( so Friday 29th May, in half term). Our plan creates a ‘buffer’ 

meaning we can continue to plan steadily, sensibly and safely for your child and our staff.  

Can siblings in other year groups attend?  

No, unless you are a key worker/critical worker or other identified vulnerabilities. The school cannot 

accommodate Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5 children at this stage, even if their sibling has returned in Y6, Y1 or YR 

(Saplings) 

What provision of food will there be? 

We are able to provide hot meals on site for which a menu/ordering system will be released shortly. 

Children will eat in their classes once their desk has been wiped down. This includes packed lunches. 

Our kitchen staff will bring hot meals to the children. 

Will my child still have play times and plenty of fresh air? 

Yes, incorporating social distancing as far as possible, but still recognising they are children. The risks 

of transmission are lower in outdoor, open spaces – we will gently try and keep children apart 

without creating constant negativity. 

Does my child HAVE to attend in line with the school is offering?  

Is it not mandatory and the government have said there will be no penalties or fines for non-

attendance. We are encouraging this gradual and phased return as far as the science/policy supports 

it. 

Are you taking temperatures on the door? 

We have been, but have recently learned that there is little point as a raised temperature is a latter 

symptom of COVID/infection. We will not be temperature checking in schools but it is helpful if 

parents do so in the home as part of general child health.  
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My child or someone in our household is shielding or vulnerable to health risks. Should my child 

stay home? 

You must follow government advice and that of your GP/medical professionals. The school is not in a 

position to give out health advice for underlying health conditions/complications.  

In September, will it be “New year, New teacher” or will my child remain with their current 

teacher?  

We await further guidance on the shape of education and schooling for September onwards. With 

new Saplings set to start school and Year 6 leaving, it is highly unlikely that we can just move your 

child’s teacher up to the next year across the school. This is a complex decision.  

If I choose to keep my child home but their year group returns, will work still be set?  

As far as possible we are going to try to maintain ClassDojo for all year groups. This will help stitch 

together the split week if some children are in school 2 days a week. We have been doing this for 

key worker children. Year groups not set to return yet can expect to continue receiving work as 

before. We will keep parents informed if this will be increasing/decreasing for any reason  

Which anxiety reduction/mental health resources will the school be using? 

The mental health support children will need is not under-estimated and the class teachers will 

spend time talking with children about what is happening in the country and the world. There are a 

plethora of resources out there for supporting primary pupils and we are making plans about how to 

implement the highest quality materials we can. This is even more important than Maths and 

English/other learning and the pace of the day/session structures will take into account what we are 

all going through and how children may be feeling. 

Will you be utilising outdoor learning and finding way to overcome ‘inactivity’ given that children 

will have less freedom in the classrooms/playgrounds? 

Yes, we will be. We are very fortunate to have extensive grounds for learning outside the classroom. 

We need to be mindful of not overdoing in sunny weather and the fact that acoustically teaching 

outside is more challenging. However, getting outside will be an important feature of structuring the 

school day. 
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What PPE can we expect staff to be using near/around my child? 

We are providing optional clear visors for adults in school – this way they can be protected from 

droplets/hand to face touch yet their face is still fully visible for effective communication. Gloves and 

aprons will only be worn for specific circumstances (such as intimate care/first aid). Handwashing 

and hygiene routines remain the most effective strategy for controlling the virus.  

Will keyworker children be grouped with their year group?  

No- we will run keyworker bubbles, broadly by age (some children attend every day, M-F and we are 

avoiding cross groupings). If and when all year groups return to school this will be reviewed, 

although it is possible other year groups will not be 5 days a week and the current guidance specifies 

that children should not mix across groups/bubbles 

Why are Saplings/EYFS/Reception children being brought back when they will struggle most with 

social distancing? 

The government are acting on science advice that indicates younger children are at lower risk of 

catching the virus, possibly spreading the virus and not being that unwell if they catch it. It is hard to 

find a definitive answer on this one at the moment. 

Will allowances be made for missed schooling if my child returns in September? 

All teachers are committed to knowing what a child can/can’t do, targeting work and supporting 

them to make the best progress in line with their ability. More so than normal we will have to be 

clear on who has fallen back, who has accelerated forward and this will be a priority as children 

return to school. 

How will you reinforce the 2m rule positively, i.e. not telling them off for forgetting? 

Schools have been encouraged to review behaviour policies, signage and discuss this with staff to 

ensure relationships, atmosphere and rapport are positive and productive. Nagging doesn’t work 

and we want the children to feel safe, happy and secure. Equally, we cannot ignore the fact that left 

unchecked the risks are much higher, so social distancing is important but very challenging. 

Could you consider grouping the children by geographical area/postcode? 

All suggestions are considered, but this would be unworkable for teachers and very complicated. We 

are trying to reduce wide ranging age groups and give as many children as possible the end of the 

year with their teacher. 
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If a staff member or another pupil within the class of 10 shows symptoms will we be informed?  

There are strict protocols and guidance on this. We will adopt a ‘safety first’ approach to each and 

every ‘bubble’. 

What work is being carried out with secondary schools for transition from Y6 to Y7? 

We are currently compiling teacher assessments about all Y6 children on a form supplied by Dorset 

Council. Mr Dean and Mrs Jones are working on this with support from Mr Beveridge, Miss Colley 

and Mrs Pampin. Lytchett Minster and Purbeck have both started to communicate with us regarding 

their plans and parents should be receiving letters explaining what they can offer. Y7 readiness is a 

good focus for returning Y6 as they need to get used to structures and routines again. 

Can children wear face masks/coverings? 

Government guidance is No and we are upholding that. If a child arrives with a face mask it will be 

sealed in a plastic bag and returned home with the child at the end of the day.  

Have all staff been tested for COVID? 

Staff are only eligible for a test if they display symptoms and register for one. We have no grounds, 

plans or the capacity to regularly and routinely test staff. We have strict illness policy which staff are 

reminded of regularly. Any staff/parent/carer/child experiencing symptoms will be urged to book a 

test: 

Testing is now available to anyone with symptoms of coronavirus 
The government has announced that anyone with symptoms of coronavirus is now eligible to book a 
test, ahead of the rollout of the test and trace service. Anyone experiencing a new, continuous 
cough; high temperature; or a loss of, or change, in their normal sense of smell or taste (anosmia) 
can book a test. 

A coronavirus test can be booked here:  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 

Who will staff each bubble/class/group? 

As far as possible we are trying to utilise the class teachers of the returning year groups to work with 

their ‘class’. There will be 5-7 adults assigned to each bubble and they will only work with that 

bubble. The exact staffing cannot be finalised until we know registered numbers. We are trying to 

use the most familiar and experience d staff match to each bubble of children. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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Can we increase virtual learning/live lessons (especially for Y4/Y5/Y6)? 

With staff working increasing onsite it is possible that older children will be offered some live 

lessons. The first priority is to maintain ClassDojo and establish the staffing required for the school 

‘bubbles’. If capacity allows we will try to increase direct contact/virtual teaching where we can. 

 

Are there plans to support virtual interactions for children not seeing their friends?  

Our currently platforms do not support messaging or video calling between children. There are Pros 

and Cons to such systems. We are considering offering a support system where by parents can give 

permission for their phone number to be shared/swapped with specific others. For now we 

encourage parents to arrange zoom or video calls with their child to other children they get on with. 

 

What is September likely to look like for the whole school? 

Our staffing/classes/whole school model is in draft, but social distancing means we do not have 

space for 370 children all at once. Unless we can generate 14 additional classrooms or socially 

distancing rules are relaxed, we are possibly heading towards a split timetable to accommodate all 

year groups. This is just our initial impression; we must wait for national guidance on this issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


