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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

First of all, I would like to thank you all for your patience at a time when there is so much 

uncertainty and the anxieties that this is creating. The government guidance was finally 

published to schools on Monday evening and we have been able to draft plans for the 

phased reopening of our school (in line with any changes from Government, which 

have been daily Tuesday-Thursday this week). The school senior leadership team met 

today to consider the whole school risk assessment and controls, survey monkey 

responses from parents and potential group/class structures from June.  Thank you so 

much for engaging with the survey – we had an amazing return rate of 276 

parents/carers filling in their responses. 

 

The Strategy Governors (Chairs and Vice chairs of committees) are meeting me and 

Mrs Pampin on Monday afternoon (18th May) to consider the how we can best move 

forward. The governing body of a VA schools are the ‘employer’ and must be satisfied 

with all health and safety parameters. Once we have a decided on how best to move 

forward, the plans will be communicated to you in full.  

 

Initial Phase of Reopening:  

As per the guidance, we are now discussing and working towards a re-opening for Year 

R, 1 and 6 pupils in June, as staffing and safety levels allow. Clearly, we would only ever 

open the school to the children and our staff at the point that it was safe to do so, in 

accordance with the published guidance. Like all schools, we have been working 

tirelessly over recent days to plan the detail of this and to model how classrooms/ 

corridors/ playgrounds/pick up/drop off could function within social distancing 

parameters. This includes groups or ‘bubbles’ that have consistent staffing, keeping the 

same group of children together therefore limiting the children's and staff's social 

mixing. This would include playtimes, lunchtimes and any assemblies/collective worship. 

 

As you will probably have seen in some of the headlines this week, the maximum class 

size is expected to be no more than 15. At our school, considering the size of some of 

our classrooms this is likely to be a maximum of 12, with some classes as low as 9 to 

operate safely (this is with desks 2m apart). The Governors will discuss our school plans 

regarding these issues on Monday afternoon. 

 

Timeline for reopening: 

We appreciate the half term is fast approaching and then it will soon be 1st June! 

Decisions, plans and further information, as requested by parents in the recent survey, 

will be sent out as early as possible next week – once a final decision has been made. 
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The information we provide will be as detailed as possible, including for those not set to 

return to school yet, those home-schooling via ClassDojo and to give you all the 

clearest and best ‘flavour’ of the school/class set up as we can create for you 

remotely. We are mindful to also keep an eye on Government guidance, union advice 

and other updates, as the Prime Minister’s plans were always an ‘if’ the science allows 

for June 1st and beyond . At this time, we do not know how much notice schools will be 

given about the final decision whether to open to Year R, Year 1 and Year 6 after half 

term.  

 

Again, I thank you for your patience while we shape the best version of Sandford St 

Martin’s CE VA Primary School that we can in this time of transition and change. It is 

lovely to think that we may well get to see more of your children very soon.  

 

 

May I close by thanking everyone who was able to support Josh on ‘wear blue MPS 

awareness day’ today. Please take a look at our school video…. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sandfordprimaryschool/videos/275485170304048/ 
 
Keep posting your ‘blue clothes’ images to ClassDojo or the school office! 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Paul Beveridge 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sandfordprimaryschool/videos/275485170304048/

