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12/05/2020       

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Following the Prime Minister’s recent updates and Government/DfE guidance late 

yesterday, I am writing to both indicate my initial response and to seek yours. Below you 

will see important guidance about the ‘control’ of Coronavirus/COVID-19 in school if 

we are able to open to your child from June 1st for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6; and 

other year groups for the last month of this school year (pending the science, the R level 

and further guidance, of course) which is the Government’s current plan. 

 

Before you read the links and copied information below please take a moment to think 

what feels right for you and your child at this point. I must make it clear that any move 

to ‘welcome’ back more children (and therefore increase staffing and reduce 

distancing/spacing) must be taken cautiously. If our school re-opens to your child after 

half term you can expect the following: 

 

 All children at individual work stations, 2 meters from others, with identified fixed 

seat/chair, including in Saplings 

 Groups/smaller classes (we can ‘space’ about 10 children in a classroom) 

 Staggered/phased/reduced school sessions across the week 

 Staggered/phased/adjusted drop off and collection times in different year 

groups  

 Specified equipment to use at their work station (no sharing or free choosing) 

 2 meter spacing lines for parents at drop off and collection (much like 

supermarket queuing)  

 Maximum one parent/carer to accompany children to and from school 

 Regular cleaning and wiping down of surfaces, including potential for lunch to 

be eaten at work station in class (rather than the hall) 

 Structured sessions involving a mix of technology, craft, core subjects in a 

reduced curriculum offer; potentially including activities with more prolonged 

sitting than usual.  

 More structured break/playtime/recreation to facilitate as much distancing as 

possible (no ‘home corner’ sand/water play or other shared/communal 

activities) 

 No guarantees that your child can be kept ‘socially distanced’ from others at all 

times (we will try our best, but we accept that it’s almost impossible)  
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I’ll level with you if I may… there are huge ‘unknowns’ here. Primary schools have 

always been effective environments for the sharing and spreading of infections and 

viruses, children are generally super spreaders and COVID-19 is reported as being very 

easily transmitted. Given that ‘actual and proper ‘social distancing is nigh on 

impossible, especially with 4-6 year olds in an indoor environment; protecting everyone 

in the building will be the priority at all times.  I would love to see your children and you 

back in school ASAP, believe me it is dull without you all! But I think we must tread very 

very carefully. Your patience and understanding as we try to plan and prepare for your 

child’s return is appreciated.  

 

I am still in discussion with Dorset Council, Union reps, our School Governors and other 

colleagues about the safest ways forward. Please take time to read the guidance 

below and then complete a short survey monkey to let us know your likely response 

if/when school is asked to open to groups of children before the Summer holidays.  

 

It is crucial that parents/carers read this: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-

information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-

from-1-june 

 

We will be following guidance in: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-

protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-

implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 

 

This document will be used to plan and implement class groups, drop off and pick up 

times and all other health and safety parameters in the coming weeks. 

 

And finally (before you help out with the survey monkey please) here is a further bit of 

clarity…  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-

can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do 

 

(I have copied section 3 below for ease of reference for you, as it spells out some very 

important points (my additions in red). 
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It is also interesting to note the following (from the guidance): 

 

 There will be no fines or penalties for non-attendance at school 

 Children and adults, Early years and Primary age children cannot be expected to 

remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. In deciding to bring more 

children back to Early years and schools, we are taking this into account. 

 Still important to reduce contact between people as much as possible, and we 

can achieve that and reduce transmission risk by ensuring children, young 

people and staff where possible, only mix in a small, consistent group and that 

small group stays away from other people and groups. 

 Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other education settings is 

not recommended. Face coverings may be beneficial for short periods indoors 

where there is a risk of close social contact with people you do not usually meet 

and where social distancing and other measures cannot be maintained, for 

example on public transport or in some shops. This does not apply to schools or 

other education settings(!) 

 

Now it’s your turn… please complete the survey monkey via the link below and we will 

keep planning, keep listening to you and keep on keeping safe! (just 6 questions… it will 

take only 2-3 minutes to fill in) Your help with this is very much appreciated as we try to 

plan what is right for our community, staff, families and, ultimately, your precious 

children at this time. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6S55VFZ 

 

The survey will close at midday on Thursday 14th May so we can compile responses and 

make specific plans based on likely pupil numbers. 

 

EVERY decision we make will have your child's safety at its heart - and we will do all we 

can to keep them safe. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Paul Beveridge 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Enc: section 3 of https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-

faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-

do 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6S55VFZ
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do
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3. Going to work / Safer spaces 

 

3.1 Who is allowed to go to work? 

 

In the first instance, employers should make every effort to support working from home, 

including by providing suitable IT and equipment as they have been already. This will 

apply to many different types of businesses, particularly those who typically would have 

worked in offices or online. 

Where work can only be done in the workplace, we have set out tailored guidelines for 

employers to help protect their workforce and customers from coronavirus while still 

continuing to trade or getting their business back up and running. We will be publishing 

even more detailed COVID-19 secure guidelines in the coming days, which has been 

developed in consultation with businesses and trades unions. 

These ‘back to work’ guidelines apply to those in essential retail like: 

 supermarkets 

 those in construction and manufacturing 

 those working in labs and research facilities 

 those administering takeaways and deliveries at restaurants and cafes 

 tradesmen, cleaners and others who work in people’s homes 

 those who are facilitating trade or transport goods 

 and so on 

Non-essential retail, restaurants, pubs, bars, gyms and leisure centres will remain closed. 

They will reopen in a phased manner provided it is safe to do so. 

There are specific guidelines for those who are vulnerable, shielding, or showing 

symptoms. 

The above list does not constitute a ‘critical worker’ and the school will not be in a 

position to accept your child at the moment even if you return to work as listed above. 

The original ‘critical worker’ and ‘vulnerable’ definitions are the only children we can 

allow into school for the time being. 

 

3.2 What is a critical worker? 

 

Critical workers are those working in health and care and other essential services, who 

can still take their children to school or childcare and can use hotels and other 

accommodation services for work related purposes - for example if they can’t get 

home after a shift or need to isolate from their families. This critical worker definition 

does not affect whether or not you can travel to work – if you are not a critical worker, 

you may still travel to work provided if you cannot reasonably work from home. 
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3.5 What are the ‘Covid-Secure’ safety guidelines workplaces have to be put in place?  

 

We have set out clear, practical steps that businesses should take to ensure their 

workplaces are safe and give their staff the confidence to return back to work. We will 

be publishing even more detailed COVID-19 secure guidelines. 

These include how to keep as many people as possible safely apart from those they do 

not live with in various workplace settings. 

 

3.6 Do people need to wear face coverings at work? 

 

Face coverings are not compulsory. However, if you can, people are advised to wear 

face coverings in enclosed public spaces where social distancing is not possible (like in 

a Reception class to be honest) or where you are more likely to come into contact with 

people you do not normally meet. For example, on public transport or in some shops. 

Face coverings can help us protect each other and reduce the spread of the disease if 

you are suffering from coronavirus, but not showing symptoms. 

A face covering is not the same as the surgical masks or respirators used as part of 

personal protective equipment by healthcare and other workers; these should continue 

to be reserved for those who need them to protect against risks in their workplace such 

as health and care workers and those in industrial settings like those exposed to dust 

hazards. 

 

3.7 Will a face covering stop me getting COVID-19? 

 

The evidence suggests that face coverings can help us protect each other and reduce 

the spread of the disease if you are suffering from coronavirus, but not showing 

symptoms. 

 

To protect yourself, you should continue to follow social distancing measures and 

isolation guidance and wash your hands regularly. 

 

 

 


