
                      
 

 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents, please log into: www.classdojo.com 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome to newsletter 22 – week 6 of lockdown. There has been a lot of speculation, rumour and ‘what ifs’ in the 
media this week and that it exactly was it is; speculation and rumour. The school has no concrete information, 
additional guidance or facts regarding any ‘return’ of ‘normal’ schooling for the majority of pupils. There is regular 
discussion between headteachers, local authorities and government officials about which year groups would return 
first, how much notice schools need to ‘re-start’ and how to do so safely. As and when any plans become a reality I 
will keep you updated. I do know that the following common concerns and FAQ are being worked on: 
 
1. How are schools expected to enforce social distancing effectively? How are the children going to be 'safe'? Will the 
staff have PPE?  
2. Will ALL children return at the same time? Will working parents be given priority? Will siblings go back at the same 
time?  
3. Will there be fines for those who choose to continue to keep their children at home? What will attitudes be connected 
with this? 
4. How will it work the classroom operate for Early years with all the shared equipment, lack of spatial awareness and 
natural ‘socialising’ that goes on? 
 
I can assure you that before we extend our opening arrangements (because don’t forget, we have never really closed!) 
you will have a full explanation of how we intend to operate. We do miss the children (and your good selves) very 
much. It is in everyone’s interests that we get back to some sort of normality as soon as possible. But - we must do so 
sensibly.  
 
So for now, it’s another sincere ‘well done’. Well done for staying home, saving lives and protecting the NHS. Well 
done for doing your best with your children at home. Many families report to me that ‘3 hours’ seems to be the ideal 
amount of focused learning each day, however that is broken up and spaced through the day at home. A school day is 
approx. 5 hours of timetabled ‘learning’ but this does include the giving out of resources, collecting coats, changing for 
PE, moving 30 children about the place etc etc. Here is a repeat of last week’s message of ‘priorities’ and ‘what is most 
important’ in the daily learning structures. If you can achieve little else some days, please don’t under-estimate the 
importance of: 
 

1. Reading. Read with your child. Read to your child. Read a page each and keep swapping over. Even Better 

If…you talk about what you read, what will happen next, who is your favourite character and why. Even Better 

still… get your child to write a short response, use the Oak Academy reading comprehension materials/skills. 

2. Play. Take turns. Invent. Run. Laugh. Jump. Exercise. Create Play an indoor game. Play an outdoor game. Get 

active.  

3. Maths. Ordering numbers, using money, noting the passing of time, quick fire times tables, times tables rock 

stars, daily White Rose lessons, measuring around the house and garden, or cooking/baking carefully on the 

scales and oven clock.  

4. Relax. Reset. Chill. Unwind. Take some time out from others, for yourself. 

5. Hands on – do something with your hands. Fine motor (art, threading, handwriting, lego etc) and/or gross 

motor (swing ball, bubble wands, throwing and catching) 

6. Play (more). Relax. Take turns. Invent. Run. Laugh. Jump. Exercise. Create. Play an indoor game. Play an 

outdoor game. Get active. 

7. Writing. Instructions, recipes, labelling a crazy map, create a poem, write a story, invent a new fruit. Continue a 

known story. Re-write your favourite film. Learn 3 new spellings. Write a letter to a loved one (read it out and 

video it, or post it!) 
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Thank you to the 150 parents/carers who responded to our survey monkey about home learning and 
Class Dojo. We are currently ‘crunching’ the responses and feedback to support you all as best we 
can going forward (whether that be for weeks or months). I will meet with the teachers ‘virtually’ to 
go through the main messages (both positive and what needs refining) later this week. I must say 
that a first read makes me proud of what has achieved in a short space of time – thank you for your 
positive and supportive feedback. There were lots of helpful suggestions about community outreach, 
assemblies/worship, virtual discos and the like, which we will try our best to process too.  
 

 At the government’s request we will be open over the half term break in May to provide ‘holiday 
club style’ childcare for those children of critical workers where it is absolutely necessary that they 
attend. We are also open on Bank holiday ‘VE Day’ Friday (8/5/20) for children of critical 
workers.  Children must be registered with full parental contact details, medical details and allergy 
information on the provided form. If key workers need to book on last minute they can do so via 
head@sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk or by calling the school mobile on: 07395 902324 (you can 
leave a message or Mr Beveridge will answer). As in the Easter holidays, forms will be available on 
arrival. 
 

 Please do all try to activate your and your child’s Class Dojo account if you have not 
done so already. 95% of the school is now connected (fantastic), with a third of children regularly 
‘posting’ work on there for their teacher(s). There is so much important curriculum content being 
supplied by their class teachers(s), as well as features such as collecting in work, 
commenting/feedback and direct messaging. The video clips are brilliant! Class Dojo account support 
is available via head@sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk, or you can use the school mobile number 
07395 902324. We try to sort account issues within 3 hours during school hours (8:45-3:30) 
 

 We are offering loans of school ipads where shared devices/no devices at home is the main barrier – 
if you would like your child to be able to borrow an ipad please email me or phone the school 
(head@sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk). This system is now up and running.  Ipads need to be signed 
for, including a user/e-safety agreement and collected from the school office.  

 
 If you are finding home learning/Class Dojo tough, please call the school (numbers at the top the 

page). There is always a member of senior staff who can answer questions and talk things through 
with you. I know I much prefer to talk to someone rather than send a frustrated email. If we can’t help 
immediately, we will get back to you quickly. We can offer a ‘print and collect’ service for families who 
need paper based support. We can also offer blank exercise books for collection from the school 
office so children can ‘copy and complete’ work. These are ready for collection too.  

 
 STAFF NEWS – we wished Mrs Salkeld (Ash class) well on Friday as she starts her maternity leave. 

Mrs Davies and Mrs Douthwaite have taken over the teaching of Ash class for the rest of the year, as 
of yesterday. Mrs Davies has worked with the school for years and Mrs Douthwaite has 2 children at 
Sandford St Martin’s – both are very dedicated, committed and capable teachers. We welcome them 
whole heartedly to the team/community and ‘virtual Year One team’ for the time being! 

 
Take care and as always, if you have any questions, please just email or ‘phone. The school office is 
generally manned in school hours and senior staff continue to work on site daily. 
 

Many Thanks and best wishes, 
 
Mr Beveridge, Headteacher 
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