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          25th March 2020 
Dear Parents 
 
"Hello and I hope all of your home learning is going well and you are finding a helpful routine? Thank 
you for your patience as we iron out issues with Class Dojo (our online learning tool) and the physical 
'sheet' based system. What has been forced upon all of us is a form of 'distance learning' that none 
of us could have predicted and with 48 hours' notice and none of us could have truly planned for.  
 
Each of you have a different situation at home; some are still working; some are unwell or caring for 
those who are poorly; some do not have internet access or IT equipment for all the children in the 
household and some are choosing to follow their own plan. Sadly then there cannot be a 'one size fits 
all' approach.  
 
Also, the situation has become even more stringent with a lock down in place and people only being 
allowed 'a short amount of exercise outside' and to leave the house only if 'absolutely necessary'. 
This means we can no longer justify or run a system of physical worksheets as it goes against national 
government rules for social behaviour/essential travel/staying at home. We will therefore be bringing 
the year group boxes in from drop of zone from today. 
 

What you need to do is firstly, follow government advice. Stay at home and save lives.  
 
Then, decide how you can best operate the distance learning within your home context. I have asked 
teachers to upload resources twice a week for learning to Class Dojo, usually Monday and Thursday 
but your child's teachers will communicate the pattern/expectations - some are doing 'bite size' 
chunks daily instead. If your child can do any of this work/projects then great. If they can't (for any of 
the myriad of reasons) please don't panic or worry they will be left behind; work out what they can 
do and support them to do it.  
 
I cannot tell you exactly what to do as you are the expert in your home, what resources you have 
available and how your family run and I don't want to place undue pressure on you at this time by 
saying they have to work from 9am to 3pm every day when that is clearly unworkable for many of 
you. I can support by ensuring there is work available and teachers on hand via Class Dojo to answer 
questions. Marking work will need to be done via feedback on Dojo - as staff are now also on lock 
down so will not be able to collect work from school unless they are in to support the 'key worker' 
children and this is now on a strict rota system for as long as we remain open. Parents should no 
longer approach the school site unless absolutely essential.  
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To support CHILDREN with logging on to Class Dojo all parents who hadn't yet signed up should have 
received an email yesterday to encourage you to log in. Please check 'junk' 'trash and 'other' folders 
in your email in case it went there! Once logged in you can then switch to a child's account.  We are 
working on finding the simplest way of supporting remote/distant/virtual learning and will keep up 
dating you. 
 
Please see this link to find out more about Class Dojo if it is all new to you...  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IqnV06bKNw 
 
Logging in: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96LB5Cc2icc 
 
If you need your child's code resent to you please email me: head@sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk  
I am prioritising the activation/trouble shooting of every child's account in the coming days, so do 
ask! 
 
The 'class story', 'portfolios' and 'messenger' are all fantastic tools for keeping the communication 
alive between children/parents and their teacher. 
 
 
Many Thanks, and missing seeing everyone greatly 
Paul Beveridge" 
 
 
 
Paul Beveridge 
Headteacher 
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