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Wednesday 18th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I’ll try and keep this short, to the point and clear on the facts! 

 

Firstly, thank you so much for your understanding, support and communication recently. Our staff our 

working their socks off in what is an unprecedented national situation and I know you would want 

me to pass on your thanks to them.  

 

Statistics (Sandford St Martin’s CE VA Primary School) 

 Children absent (%) Staff absent (%) 

Mon 16th March 40 (10%) 1 (2%) 

Tues 17th March 60 (15%) 2 (4%) 

Wed 18th March 101 (23%) 7 (14%) 

 

I feel I must confirm that there are no penalties/fines, attendance letters or actions taken with regard 

to self-isolation or illness related absence during this pandemic. These statistics will be removed from 

our on-going attendance tracking. 

 

18/3/20 

6 staff members are working from home on governmental advice and 1 staff member is self-isolating.  

73 children are self-isolating due to one or more family member having coughs or high temperatures.  

 

School events 

We have taken the decision today to postpone the following: 

 

 All school clubs run by teachers/TAs (Science club and Champion football are currently still 

running) 

 The Ukulele concert will be filmed and posted online tomorrow rather than performed to 

parents next week 

 The Saplings trip to the plant nursery – we hope to offer this in the Summer Term instead 

 The Year One trip to Poole museum – we hope to offer this in the Summer Term instead 

 The Year Four trip to The living Rainforest - we hope to offer this in the Summer Term instead 

 All staff meetings and governor meetings, plus visitors deemed ‘extra or unnecessary’ have 

been cancelled this side of Easter.  

 

The decision regarding all of the above has been taken due to site closures, low pupil numbers 

and/or social distancing/staff preservation (!) Further information about trip 

payment/refunds/carrying forward will be communicated at a later date. Hopefully we will be able 

to move all the arrangements over to new date. 

 

We are continuing with the Science Dome in the school hall for Year 2 on Friday as this is one class at 

a time and on the school site. Year 2 are one of the least affected year groups in terms of current 

absence rates. 

We are continuing with the Mother’s Day Sale tomorrow as it is a lovely way to appreciate great 

females in the children’s lives. This is an optional event and as the school is still functioning fully we 

see no increased contamination risks compared to our day-to-day handling of other items.  
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Key workers’ children  

In preparation of a potential school closure, we are looking to see how this will impact on the 

national need of ensuring health workers can attend work as normal. If you are a health worker and 

would be negatively affected by a school closure, please can you email 

kkeen@sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk with the name of your child so we can consider potential 

contingencies. I would also request any school leaders/teachers who have children attending this 

school to do the same, as your ability to go to work/help keep your school open impacts on the 

country’s capacity enormously. If we can make a supportive childcare plan for these workers in the 

event of school closure, we will do! 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Paul Beveridge 

 


