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Friday 13th March 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer(s) 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

I am writing to inform you of the steps that we are taking as a school to keep your child safe from the 

Coronavirus. We are determined to keep the school as free from COVID-19 as possible, and thus 

would request your support in working with us to ensure that we follow current Government 

guidelines. Although we have now moved from ‘containment’ to ‘delay’ measures as a country the 

government announced yesterday THAT SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND ARE NOT CLOSING yet. We are not in 

the most infectious period. Schools are only to close if specifically advised to do so by Public Health 

England.  

 

What the school is doing: 

· Ensuring children are informed of the need to wash their hands frequently and thoroughly (20 

seconds minimum) with warm soapy water and to dry them. 

 

· Ensuring children understand the importance of covering their mouth when they cough or 

sneeze (with tissues being disposed of immediately afterwards), and washing their hands 

afterwards. 

 

· Reminding children to avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth (as this how infection can 

enter the body) 

 

· From Monday 16th March, until further notice, we will not be gathering the children in the school 

hall for assemblies/collective worship. We are trying to minimise gatherings of more 100 people 

where practically possible. Children will have ‘class’ assemblies/worship/reflection sessions 

instead. Lunch will still be eaten in the hall as normal as this is more hygienic than food on 

classroom tables. 

 

· Ensuring door handles, push plates and hand-rails are disinfected regularly by our cleaning and 

support staff teams. 

 

· Ensuring toilets are well stocked up with soap and toilet paper. 

 

· Introducing a ‘no hand shaking’ policy for parents and visitors attending meetings with staff.  

 

· Taking advice on a regular basis from Public Health England. 

 

In the event of us having to close or partially close the school we are planning for paper and/or 

digital resources to be available on the school website, drop/pick up boxes outside the school gate 

(for those needing paper copies of worksheets) and exploring the best way to show short burst 

teaching inputs on the school youtube and/or facebook channels and/or main school website. We 

may be able to create an ‘online classroom community’ logon for your child to interact with their 

teacher from home if needsbe. 
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What we ask parents/carers to do: 

· Keep your child at home for 7 days if they have a fever, high temperature or new cough 

(government advice 12/03/2020) 

 

· Talk to your son/daughter about the importance of hand washing. 

 

· Provide your son/daughter with enough tissues to get through the day, if needed. 

 

· Contact 111 if you or any of your family develop symptoms of a virus (cough, high temperature, 

shortness of breath). 

 

· Inform us immediately if anyone in your family is being tested for COVID-19. 

 

· Inform us if anyone in your family has recently returned from a Coronavirus hotspot (e.g. northern 

regions of Italy like Lombardo or Veneto). 

 

· Respect our no hand-shaking policy at Parents’ Evenings and other meetings in school. 

 

Please be assured that we will continue to monitor this situation and update you if there are any 

further developments. Government information can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 

Department for Education coronavirus helpline: 

The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is now available to answer questions about 

COVID-19 relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can 

contact this helpline as follows: 

 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 

 

 

For now the Yr 2 space dome event (20/3/20), Yr 1 pirate trip (30/3/20), Yr 4 rainforest trip (30/3/20) 

and the Easter Bonnett parade (1/4/20) are all still going ahead, but we will keep you updated if 

plans need to change due to government advice, staff shortages or low pupil numbers in school.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Paul Beveridge 
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