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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Hello and welcome to Year 4! We have lots of exciting things planned for the children and 

can’t wait to get stuck in.  This letter will provide you with an overview of the basics of all 

you need to know about Year 4 this year.  

 

The team:  

Hawthorn 

Class teacher: Mr Gale General TA: Mrs Motton  

Additional support staff: Miss Orchard and Mrs Polkingham 

 

Maple 

Class teachers: Miss Colley (Monday-Wednesday), Mrs Stanely (Thursday and Friday) 

General TA: Mr Townend 

 

Routines: 

You will be pleased to know that there are not any major changes from Year 3 in terms of 

routine.  Children can enter the building at 8.35 by the corridor doors.  These doors will close 

after the second bell at 8.45 which is when registration begins.  From 8.35 when your child 

enters the classroom there will be a morning task for them to complete.  These tasks are 

designed to support consolidation of English and Maths skills and we also take this time to 

listen to our daily readers and some other catch up sessions and therefore we ask that your 

child arrives promptly to allow us to make the most of every minute of learning time we can. 

The school day ends at 3.05 where you can collect your child from their classroom door. We 

have an open door policy where you are more than welcome to talk to us about an 

concerns but ask that unless it is urgent or specifically relevant for that day, that you speak 

to us after school so we can focus on getting the day running smoothly in the mornings.  

 

Uniform:  

In Year 4, your child will now be expected to wear a school shirt and tie. Children are 

reminded that shirts should be tucked in at all times while in the school building. The black 

skirt, trousers or shorts and appropriate school shoes remains as in previous years.  Please 

make sure that ALL school uniform (including ties!), PE kits, coats etc are labelled with your 

child’s name.   

 

PE:  

PE will be on a Wednesday morning.  Children will need the usual white school logo PE t- 

shirt and black shorts with suitable trainers for outdoor sports. In the winter months we will still 

be using the outdoor space for PE lessons so please ensure you child has black track suit 

bottoms and a jumper (black unbranded) for when it gets colder.  

 

Home learning:  

Each week we expect to see in your child’s home learning books: evidence that they have 

practiced their spellings and multiplication tables, one completed reading activity as well 

as evidence that they have read with you daily or at the very least 3 times a week(this can 

be recorded in their home reading diary).  There will also be an optional homework each  
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week which will be activities set based on either learning we are going to be looking at the 

following week or consolidating learning from the previous week.  Of course we encourage 

the children to complete all home learning activities. However, we understand that some 

weeks may be busy so if you are short on time we ask that you focus on the reading 

(including activity), multiplication tables and spellings.  We have included some ideas on 

different ways you can practice your spellings with your child- this does not have to be a 

mundane ‘look cover write check’ exercise each week.  In fact, your child is more likely to 

retain their spellings if they learn them through fun and interactive games.  On a Friday your 

child will be tested on the multiplication tables and spellings they have been given that 

week. Home learning will be given out on a Friday and will be due in again on a 

Wednesday.  We will also be setting topic based home learning projects that will span a 

couple of weeks to give the children an opportunity to explore the areas of our topics they 

are most interested in.  We know how much the children love creating and presenting their 

projects and we can’t wait to see what they come up with!  

 

Multiplication tables:  

From the 2019/20 academic year onwards, all state-funded maintained schools and 

academies in England will be required to administer a statutory online multiplication tables 

check (MTC) to year 4 pupils.  The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils can 

recall their times tables fluently, which is essential for future success in mathematics. It will 

help to identify pupils who have not yet mastered their times tables, so that additional 

support can be provided.  In our school we ran a pilot of the test last year and the children 

found the speed of recall that was expected of them difficult.  During the test, children 

have 25 questions to answer and only 6 seconds to respond each question.  It is essential 

that you help your child learn their tables as best that can.  A great tool to prepare your 

child to rapidly answer multiplication questions is by playing ‘Timetables rock stars’ on a 

computer or mobile device.  Your child will be given their password and username so they 

can access this at home. Please encourage them to play and access this as much as 

possible. We will be setting regular ‘battles’ against classes to help encourage motivation 

for them to engage with the programme.  

 

Topics:  

We have some really great, inspiring topics in Year 4.  We start the year with a focus on 

Ancient Egypt then in the spring we will look at the Rainforest followed by the Romans in the 

summer term. 

 

Upcoming events and dates for the diary:  

Wednesday 18th December- Year 3 & 4 Christmas craft afternoon and carols around the 

tree.  

 

TBC- Egyptian learning exhibition 

 

If you have any further questions about anything please do not hesitate to speak to us at 

the end of any school day.  

 

Here’s to a happy and successful year!  

 

The Year 4 team 

 

 


