
 
 
 

Year 3 Information - 2019 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to Year 3!  What a fab first week back we have had! The children have been 

superstars at settling into the new routines and getting back into the swing of school life. 

This letter contains some important and useful information about the year ahead and 

about the adults who will be working with your children. If you have any questions then 

please come to see your child’s class teacher. 

 

Organisation and routines  

 
8:35 Doors are opened and children are welcomed into class by either their class 

teacher or a teaching assistant.  The adult on the door will be happy to discuss any issues 

regarding your child or to pass on any messages to their class teacher. 

 

8:45 A bell will ring and the doors will be closed. Learning or assembly will start 

immediately. Should you arrive after this you will need to enter the school via the main 

entrance.   

 

3:05 End of school day. Children will be shown out of their classroom door by either the 

teacher or teaching assistant. Children will be allowed to walk to the person collecting 

them once we have seen that you are ready to greet them. Children are only allowed to 

be picked up by the agreed person/s on their list.  If there are any one-off events where 

your child has to be collected by a person not on the list, please send a note to your 

child’s class teacher or phone the school office.  
 

Learning – What’s new in Year 3? 

 
The teaching team: Mr Sampson – Hazel class teacher 

   Mrs Malleson – Lilac class teacher 

   Mrs Crook – Teaching Assistant across both Year 3 classes 

   Mrs Motton – Hazel Class PPA cover (Thursday afternoon) 

   Mrs Oliver – Lilac Class PPA cover (Thursday afternoon) 

   Mrs Pryke – Volunteer helper   

 

Times Tables:   We will continue to practise the 2, 5 and 10 times tables, that were  

started in Year 2. We will also be learning the 3, 4 and 8 times tables.  

French:    From Year 3 onwards, there is a requirement to teach a  



‘Modern Foreign Language’. At Sandford, we have chosen this to 

be French. 

Spellings groupings: For two days a week, Year 3 and 4 children are grouped  

together according to their knowledge and understanding of     

spelling. Groups will either repeat spelling rules or patterns that they   

need more practise with, or carry out word-based investigation 

activities. 

 

Snack Time / Lunch / Milk 

 
From Year 3, we do not supply a morning snack so if your child would like something to 

eat at morning playtime, please provide a healthy snack (a piece of fruit or vegetable).  

For lunch, hot meals are ordered online, or you can provide your child with a packed 

lunch. If you would like your child to have milk as a drink during snack time, please see 

the office for information. Please provide only water to drink during class time. Other 

drinks are allowed for lunch. 

 

*** Please remember that we are a ‘nut-free’ school *** 

 

 

Uniform 

 
It is vitally important that all uniform is named, including P.E kit.  Please could you also 

ensure that long hair is tied back at all times. This is important for health and safety during 

P.E lessons and to discourage the spread of tiny visitors. When the weather turns colder, 

please provide warmer sports wear for your child (track-suit bottoms and jumper). 

  

*** P.E is on a Monday (a double lesson) *** 

 

 

Promoting Positive Behaviour and Good Learning  

 
Praise and rewards are an important part of the children’s learning. Children will be 

rewarded for good behaviour and learning in a variety of ways.  

 

Each week two children from each class will be chosen as the ‘Class Star’ or the ‘Class 

Learner’ of the week.  They will receive a certificate in Celebrations Assembly. The ‘Class 

Star’ will also receive a metal pin badge and the ‘Class Learner’, in Hazel class, will get to 

take home the class mascot for weekend adventures. 

 

Each class also has a whole class reward system of collecting marbles/shells whenever 

the whole class has worked exceptionally hard, performed well or shown excellent 

learning behaviour in class. When they have earned all of the class marbles/shells, they 

will choose a whole class reward.  

 

Throughout the day, children are rewarded for good learning through the awarding of 

‘SOARING points’, and for good behaviour through ‘Values points’. The SOARING points 

link to learning attributes that we as a school believe are most important, and the Values 

points link to our 5 shared school values – Honesty, Respect, Friendship, Love and 

Thankfulness. Once the children have earned enough points, they can spend the points 

on in-school prizes, by logging on to their SOARING points account (details in 

home/school reading diary). 



  

Sanctions will take the form of informal, then formal reminders, time out, and potentially 

the involvement of the Key Stage leader, Deputy Head or Head Teacher.  We will of 

course keep you informed of your child’s behaviour at school and we strive to discuss 

positive behaviours with you as well as any behaviour concerns.  

 

 

Reading Books 

 
In Year 3, children are expected to independently change their book band books. They 

will also have the opportunity to borrow books from our revamped library, which is now in 

the Studio.  Please indicate when you have read with your child by recording a quick 

comment or signature in your child’s reading diary. We encourage you to read with your 

child as often as possible, ideally at least 3 times per week. They may not need as much 

help decoding the text as they used to but discussing the text, asking them questions 

and talking about new and unusual vocabulary is all incredibly important in helping your 

child progress as a reader. We will be sending home a prompt sheet that links with our 

school reading strategy, ‘Reading VIPERS’.  

 

 

Home Learning 

 
Alongside the reading that your child does at home, in Year 3, there is the expectation 

that your child will practise spellings and times tables, also at least 3 times per week.  We 

will be sending out an information sheet detailing fun ways for your child to practise 

spellings and times tables. Your child will be able to earn SOARING points for 

demonstrating that they have practised – the more practice they do, the more points 

they will earn. 

  

For spelling, we will provide a set of words weekly, which will link to the rule/words the 

children have been learning. The words will be given out on Friday and your child will be 

tested on them on a Wednesday.  

For times tables, we are trialling daily times table practice using Times Table Rock Stars 

(an online game) which adapts the questions based on your child’s times table 

knowledge. Your child will be able to log on and play at home as well, or they can 

practise using other methods.  

 

We will also set a termly/half-termly project style piece of home learning that will be 

based around the current topic.  

 

 

Topics 

 
Autumn Term:  The Prehistoric Period (Dinosaurs, Stone-Age, Bronze-Age, Iron-Age)  

 

Spring Term:  Exploring Europe 

 

Summer Term:  Looking After Our World  

 

 



Trips/Visitors 

 
Autumn term:  The Ancient Technology Centre at Cranborne / Dino dome 

 

Spring Term:  Open DT afternoon / tbc 

 

Summer term:  Kingston Maurward/ Monkey World Visitor  

 

 

Upcoming events  
 
Informal meet the teacher drop-in session, all welcome. 

 

Parents’ Evening  

 

Christmas get together (Christmas ‘Craft-ernoon’ and Carols Around the Tree) 

 

Keep your eye on the calendar and on newsletters! 

 
 

We look forward to the year ahead and are excited about the learning experiences and 

opportunities that we will be sharing with your children, and you, as we begin the journey 

through Key Stage 2. 

 

 

From the Year 3 team 
 

Mr Sampson  and Mrs Malleson 


