
 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Welcome Letter 2019 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Welcome to Year 5! 

We are thrilled to be teaching your children this year and would like to introduce 

ourselves.  

 

A note from Mrs Holt… 

I am delighted to be Olive’s class teacher this year.  It will be an action-packed year full 

of excitement, intrigue and fun. 

Year 5 is a pivotal year in your child’s education. They move from lower Key stage 2 and 

into Year 5 where I will fully prepare them for the joys of Y6. As an experienced Year 5 and 

6 teacher, I am fully aware of the challenges of modern-day teaching but am luckily 

enough to have developed my own personal style which I am sure your children are 

going to enjoy.  

As a parent to a 10 and 8 year old, I appreciate how busy family life can be and know 

that children can be funny creatures at times! With that in mind, my door is ALWAYS open 

so please do come and see me before or after school if you need to inform me of 

something, have a question or would just like a chat! I will always listen.  We are lucky 

enough to have a full-time, experienced TA - Mrs Lee, who like me, will always be 

available to answer any questions you may have. 

 

 

A note from Mrs Hill and Mrs Symons… 

We have already met some of you but just in case you haven’t met us yet, we are Mrs Hill 

(Monday-Wednesday) and Mrs Symons (Thursday and Friday).. Both of us are 

experienced Year 5 teachers, having taught in Y5 at Sandford since the first Year 5 cohort! 

We are also lucky to have Mrs Jones as our amazing TA on Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday Mornings 

 

 

We have included some information below which we hope you will find useful. Along with 

this, there will also be a very informal ‘Meet The Teacher’ session after school on 

Wednesday (11th) where you can come and say ‘Hi’, experience your child’s new 

learning environment and ask any questions you may have.  

 

 

Walking home 

At the end of the day children will be seen out by either one of us or a teaching assistant 

directly from our classroom door. If you would like your child to be able to walk home 

without you or walk to meet you elsewhere, then they are able to do this in Year 5 and we 

will shortly be sending out letters for you to indicate this preference. 



 

PE 
 

We will be doing PE on Tuesday afternoon.  PE kit is needed every week.  

The classes will alternate so that in an afternoon they will both take part in indoor and 

outdoor PE. If your child wears earrings, they need to either be able to take them out or 

provide tape to cover them.  Please could you ensure they have warm PE clothes in 

winter time - plain black tracksuit bottoms and plain black jumpers as per the PE uniform 

would be great. Children will be allowed to wear school jumpers if they do not have plain 

black ones. 

 

Promoting Positive Behaviour  

 

Children in Year 5 will be rewarded for good behaviour and learning in a variety of ways. 

As well as following the whole school Values and Soaring point reward system, we will 

have a whole class reward system, collecting marbles/pasta whenever the whole class 

has worked exceptionally hard, performed well or shown excellent learning behaviour in 

class. When they have filled a jar of marbles/pasta, there will be a class treat towards the 

end of the term.  

 

Sanctions will take the form of informal then formal reminders, loss of Values points, missed 

lunch or break times and eventually the involvement of the KS lead, Deputy Head 

Teacher or Head Teacher. We will, of course, inform you of your child’s behaviour at 

school if this is necessary. 

 

Reading 

 

To promote independence, children in Y5 are expected to change their own books when 

needed. Your child will read with an adult either as part of a group or individually at least 

once a week.  It is also vitally important that you spend some time with your child sharing 

their reading book at home. We would expect the children to be spending at least 15 

minutes, five times a week, reading with you and on their own. This should be recorded in 

their reading journal with at least five reading comments during the week.(The reading 

journal replaces the reading diary you will have been used to in previous years) These can 

be in the form of a parent comment, or a child’s summary of what they have read.  

 

We are always desperate for extra help and support in school. If you have any free time 

and would be willing to come in and hear readers on a regular basis (once a week, twice 

a week, every day?!), please do let us know as we would be so grateful. Timings could fit 

around you – even it was half an hour a week, it would really help us.  

 

Home Learning 

 

Home learning will be set on a Wednesday for return by the following Monday. 

Your child will receive spellings to learn each week.  These spellings will be given to the 

children on Wednesday, and tested the following Wednesday.  Your child will also need 

to practise their times tables each week and may be sent home with a small maths 

problem to work on. We will occasionally set a longer piece of home learning which may 

involve researching, designing, making or something similar. If there are any problems at 

all, please do come and speak to us.  

 

 



 

Our exciting topics this year are: 

Autumn Term – The Groovy Greeks  

Spring Term – The Moving Earth (Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Plate Tetonics) 

Summer Term – Super Saxons  

 

Trips/Visits 

Trips and visits are so important to help the children consolidate understanding and take 

learning outside of the classroom. This year we have several planned. We have listed 

them below and a rough price guide.  

  

Autumn term – Visit to British Museum in London (£20 approx) TBC 

 

Spring Term –Planetarium  -in school (£5 approx) 

 

Summer Term – Visit to Paultons Park (£20 approx) 

Orienteering in Wareham Forest.  

These are subject to change depending on final prices/ numbers etc… 

 

We look forward to meeting you over the coming weeks and are sure the children will 

have a fantastic year in our classes. 

 

 

Best Wishes 

 

The Year 5 Team 

Mrs Holt, Mrs Hill & Mrs Symons 


