
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

I am writing to you to outline a change in our behaviour policy relating to mobile phones for Year 7 

to 11, which will be effective for the new academic year starting September 3rd 2019.  

 

After careful consideration and having listened to concerns and comments regarding mobile phones, 

as well as being informed by educational research and recent changes in the law, we have decided 

to amend our mobile phone policy. Our current policy is that phones are switched off and in 

students’ bags during lessons and they are allowed to use them during break and lunch. However, 

this will now change to: 

 

Students may still bring a mobile phone to school, but it must remain turned off in a bag or locker 

and cannot be used at any time from entering the school site in the morning until the end of the 

school day 

We are making this change for a number of reasons: 

- Current research is highlighting the significant pressure that social media and its use is having on 

young people through either the ‘fear of missing out’, or the pressure to instantly respond to 

messages that might be received. This is having a detrimental effect on student wellbeing.  

- As a school, we take any form of bullying seriously and we believe one way to help eradicate it is 

to remove the opportunity of using any online platform whilst in our care. 

- We cannot manage the images or content that a student may be viewing during school hours on 

their mobile phone. 

- There is no need to have a phone at school – any communication can be done through the 

school phone system. 

- New GDPR rules are such that anyone using a device to photograph or video in school could be 

committing an offence and it therefore makes it far safer for everyone if they are not allowed. 

 

If a student is seen with their phone, it will be confiscated and placed in a locked safe until the end 

of the day. On the first occasion they will be able to collect it at the end of the day. However, on a 

second occasion we will ask that parents come in to collect the phone. If a student refuses to hand 

over the phone, then this will be deemed as defiance and there will be a further sanction in 

accordance with our behaviour policy.  

 

We appreciate your support and cooperation and hope that you will be able to support us by 

reinforcing this policy by discussing it at home. If you have any questions, then please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Adam Darley 

Headteacher  


