
Year 3: Exploring Europe 
 

 Essential Knowledge 

By the end of this topic the children will be able to…. 

 locate Europe on a world map 

 name the environmental regions of Europe 

 understand and explain how climate and weather vary across 

Europe  
 name human and physical features of Europe (including key 

topographical features such as hills, mountains, coasts, and 

rivers) and be able to identify these in maps and atlases 

 compare different land uses in the UK and understand how 

some of these have changed over time 

 talk about the culture and characteristics of a European 

country of their choice 

Launch Explore Energise Celebrate 
Create a country… 

 

If you could design a country 

what would it be like?   

 

Children select a range of human 

and physical features to design 

their own country. They will also 

considering language, currency, 

travel systems, tourism hot-spots, 

and much more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Initially, we will be zooming in on the 

UK to investigate how land is used in 

different ways, and to gain an 

understanding of the physical 

features vs the human features of a 

country.  

2. We will then be broadening our focus 

to Europe as a whole. After looking 

at the different physical regions 

across the continent, the children’s 

own interests will guide our further 

exploration. Areas might include 

traditional dress, celebrations, food, 

languages, folk stories, transport, 

sports, amazing landmarks… we’re 

looking forward to finding out!  

1. Map reading … in the dark! 

(combining geographical skilss 

with a since focus of ‘light and 

dark’) 
 

Children return to school after 

dark and complete a variety of 

treasure hunts using their map 

reading skills and problem solving 

skills 

 

2. ‘Food of Europe’ 

Tasting traditional food from 

different European countries.   

European day 

We would like to welcome 

parents/carers/family in to 

school to share in what the 

children have been 

learning this term.  

 

Date to follow. 

 



 
     English 

Genres 

Postcards – comparing locations 

Letters 

Poetry – the story of a river 

Historical stories 

Information texts 

 
 

Mathematics 

Number: Multiplication and division 

 Multiply and divide 3, 4 and 8   

 2 digit x 1digit 

 2 digit ÷ 1digit 

Money 

 Pounds and pence 

 Converting  Pounds and pence 

 Adding/subtracting money 

 Giving change 

Statistics 

 Pictograms 

 Bar charts 

 Tables 

Measurement 

 Perimeter 

 Length 

 Link to weather 
 

(For all aspects of maths, we will combine 

fluency activities with problem solving and 

reasoning activities) 

Science 

 

Investigating rocks and soils  

 

Light and Dark 

Year 3: Exploring Europe 
History/Geography 

History                                                                           

Land use change in the UK 
 

Geography 
 locate Europe on a world map 

 name the environmental regions of Europe 

 identify human and physical features of Europe and compare a region of the UK to a region of Europe 

 identify key topographical features (hills, mountains, coasts, and rivers 

 compare different land uses in the UK and understand how some of these have changed over time 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate countries and identify features 

Religious Education Art and Design and Design Technology  

Hinduism 

Pilgrimage to the River Ganges. (Would visiting the 

River Ganges feel special for a non-Hindu?) 

 

Understanding Christianity  

Gospel - What kind of world did Jesus want? 

 

European Art and Artists 
Painting 

 ‘painting on the ceiling’ – inspired by the Sistine 

Chapel 

Drawing 

 Surrealism – exploring the art of Salvador Dali 

Design 

 ‘Buildings’ – focussing on the architect Le Corbusier 

Modelling 

 ‘Paper hats’ – investigating the design process of 

the designer Coco Chanel 
Music French 

Listen, appraise and perform cycle.  Beat, Pulse and 

rhythm. 

1. Reggae: Three Little Birds by Bob Marley 

2. The Dragon Song by Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman – a song about kindness, 

respect, friendship, acceptance and happiness 

 

Classroom Equipment 

 

Easter 

Physical Education Computing 

Using the ‘RealPE’ Scheme of work: 

Personal Best Challenges 

1. Dynamic balance to agility (Jumping and 

landing) 

2. Seated balances 

E-safety  

 

Following the S.M.A.R.T rules when online (part of 

Chlidnet International) 



 


