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W 

elcome to the January edition of  the 

Newsletter! Happy New Year! 
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Andrew Mead 
Headmaster 

I hope that you are able to look back on last year 
with a degree of satisfaction, whether it be for 
moments of great joy, success or  general 
wellbeing.  As a school, we certainly had lots to 
celebrate in 2018, and we have always 
endeavoured to share our students’ successes 
and achievements with you via our monthly 
Newsletter.  We look forward in anticipation to 
the many  successes and positive outcomes that 
our young people will  enjoy in 2019. 

As this is traditionally a time for New Year’s resolutions, may I suggest a few areas that might  be worthy of some 
consideration?  Firstly, may I suggest that we all resolve to aim for 100% attendance in 2019?  If students have 
minor coughs, colds and tummy aches, they should be encouraged to come to school.  This is a great way to build 
resilience. To be clear, if your child is suffering from vomiting or diarrhoea , we would ask that you keep them at 
home!  We all know that holidays are cheaper in term time, but may I ask you to delay your family holiday until 
school breaks up? There is a very clear and obvious correlation between good attendance and high performance in 
GCSEs and A levels.  
 
My second suggestion for 2019 would be for students to be kind to each other.  We read  in today’s media about 
the prevalence of toxic relationships in the world around us.  Social media has  undoubtedly played its part in 
fuelling this toxicity. Perhaps we would do well to turn off Facebook, game consoles, smartphones and other 
screens for a while in 2019 so that we concentrate on  navigating the real world more successfully and developing 
better and more healthy relationships? 
 
My third suggestion would be for our young people to develop a strong work ethic and a positive (‘can do’) 
mindset.  It is tempting for students to bury their head in the sand and hope that exams and assessments will all 
just magically disappear;  but they won’t.  Success comes to those who work hard.  
 
This year at Lytchett, we will be having a particular focus on Character.  As part of this we want to encourage all our 
students to get involved in the life of the school. Extra-curricular activities are not a bolt-on; they are integral to the 
Lytchett experience.  Ultimately they are what will set our students apart in  future job and university  interviews. 
Whether these activities are school-based or external (e.g. scouts, cadets), we need to 
encourage our young people to reduce screen time, get active and  have real experiences. 
 
The Spring term promises to be a busy one, with Parents Evenings (Years 12 and 9); Year 9 
and Year 11 options; Year 11 Support for Success evening; Battle of the Bands;  Year 10 
work experience; Year 10 and 12 mock interviews; Year 11 mock GCSEs  (part 2); Year 13 
mock A levels;  lots of sporting fixtures;  Rotary Youth Speaks competition; Big Bang STEM 
event; Talk the Talk (Year 9).   
 
Let’s make 2019 a year to remember! 
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Christmas Assembly 

The Autumn term ended on Thursday 20th December with a final Christmas Assembly in the Sports Hall.  The 

Reverend Jean de Garis gave a short address and the jazz band and the senior choir performed some Christmas 

numbers.  Following a fantastic fundraising effort by the school in our Sandwalk last summer, representatives from 

Clic Sargent and Poole Hospital charities were invited to receive two very large cheques.  Pictured below are Mr 

Wyatt and ex-student Taylor Cockcroft handing over the cheques.  Taylor spoke eloquently and movingly of his 

experience at Poole and Southampton Hospitals as a leukaemia sufferer, where he benefited from the work of the 

two charities.  We are delighted that he has made such a great recovery! 

Positive Lytchett Values 

Congratulations to all the students and staff of Purbeck House for collecting items for the local Food Bank in Poole 

this Christmas.  It is lovely to see such generosity for those who are facing financial hardship this winter. 

Pictured below are Mrs Hocking (Head of House) and Mr Hampton (Deputy Head of House) with a group of 

Purbeck students with their food boxes destined for the Poole Food Bank.  Well done to you all! 
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A level Fine Art, Photography and Textiles Exhibition  -  ‘Close Up’ 

Congratulations to all the Year 13 
students who had their beautiful 
work displayed at the exhibition,  
entitled  ‘Close Up’, on Wednesday 
19th December. The exhibition 
featured A level fine art, textiles 
and photography. Visitors to the 
exhibition were wowed by the 
incredibly high standard of the 
work.  Here is a small sample of 
the works of art on display:  
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Christmas Concert 

Congratulations to all those who took part in the fabulous Christmas concert on Wednesday 19th December.  The 

concert featured items from the school orchestra, brass group, senior and junior choirs, staff choir, jazz band, 

ukelele troop, and the steel pan band.  Many thanks to Mr Painter, Mr Clarke and Mrs Edwards for all their hard 

work preparing the students, and to the PTA for providing refreshments.   
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Student Achievements 

Congratulations to Eve Tucker (Year 8, Agglestone) who 

recently auditioned at the Urdang Academy for a place on 

their Associates Dance Programme.  Over 100 young people 

auditioned and Eve was one of the 'elite' few who was 

successful in being offered a place.  

 

Urdang is a world-renowned conservatoire of dance and 

musical theatre, offering exceptional training in the heart of 

London.  This is a fantastic opportunity for Eve, who is 

absolutely passionate about dance. Starting in January, she will 

be travelling to London on alternate Sundays where she will 

benefit from enhanced, intense classes in all areas of dance.  

 

Do you enjoy a park run at the weekend?   

If so, come and try out Cross-Country.  

 

The Dorset Schools Cross-Country Championships is to be held at Kings Park 
on Thursday 17th January 2019. 

 

Please see Mr Law in the PE office if you would like to enter. 

Calling All Park Runners! 

Congratulations to Laura 

Jackson (Year 7, Gault) 

who recently achieved her 

red belt black stripe in Tae 

Kwon-Do. Laura is pictured 

here (left) with Gordon 

Fearn, World Champion, 

European Champion and 

Great Britain. 

Eve Tucker (Year 8, Agglestone) 
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Business Studies Trips to Farmer Palmer’s and Purbeck ice Cream 

The Business Studies Department recently visited a couple of local businesses to complement their studies. 
 
Year 10 GCSE Business Studies students  went to Farmer Palmers for a talk on starting up and running a business 
presented by Sandra Palmer (owner). Sandra spoke to our students on the difficulties of setting up in business and 
also the rewards. 
 
Year 13 A level Business Studies students visited Purbeck Ice cream to look at their manufacturing facilities and 
to discuss business growth strategies with the Hartles, the owners of Purbeck Ice Cream. 
 
We are very grateful to Farmer Palmer’s and Purbeck Ice Cream for allowing our students to visit them and gain 
first-hand knowledge of how their successful local businesses operate.  

Can you help make Elliott’s Olympic dream a reality? 

Elliott Lowman (current English Karate Champion) and two other members of the 

Southern England Karate Federation (SEFK) are appealing for help to raise funds to 

enable them to compete in the World Karate Federation Youth K1 competitions in 

2019. The competitions in Cyprus, Croatia, Mexico and Italy will offer Elliott the 

chance to gain a world ranking and the opportunity to represent Great Britain in 

future Olympics. The trio have already been proactive in their fundraising but are 

now seeking sponsorship from local and national businesses. Interested sponsors 

can find out more by contacting SEFK at www.freestylecombatkarate.co.uk.  
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Book Bus comes to Lytchett 

 

The Year 10 immunisations for Meningococcal ACWY (MenACWY) and Tetanus, Diphtheria and Poliomyelitis (Td/

IPV) will take place on Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th January 

Forms were sent out to all Year 10 parents before Christmas to complete and return to school.  The final date for 

the return of these forms is Wednesday 16th January. 

Unlike in other years, vaccines will only be ordered for students who have handed forms in by the 16th January. 

Important Notice - Year 10 Immunisations 

We would like to thank Browns Books for Students for coming out to 

visit us with their amazing Book Bus yesterday.   This was a fantastic 

experience for our students who were able to visit during their library 

lessons.   

The top deck of the purple double decker bus had been transformed 

into a mobile showroom which displayed over 4000 new books.  

Students were able to enjoy browsing the selection of titles available.  

They could then use hand held scanners to create a selection of books 

that they would like to see in their school library.  Mrs Bossons says 

that it has been a valuable experience getting the students involved in 

selecting the content for the library. She now has the difficult job of 

whittling down their order which came to over £11,000! 

Reminder to Cyclists  

We remain very concerned about the safety of students who come to school by bike.  We are particularly 

concerned for those students who, despite repeated warnings, are cycling without a helmet.  A number of our 

students have been involved in accidents recently.  We would urge all our cyclists to ensure they are 

appropriately equipped,  to ride carefully and to respect other road users. 
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Sixth Form News 

This has been a very successful and positive 

term for the sixth form.   

The work ethic of our A level and BTEC level 3 

students has been excellent, as exemplified by 

the excellent use being made of the Silent Study 

Area and the Sixth Form Centre. 

Sixth formers play a really important part in the 

life of the school and are great role models for 

our younger students.  A special thanks to those 

sixth formers who have been involved in Paired 

Reading,  Mentoring and classroom support 

with our Year 7 and 8 students. 

Just before the end of term the Sixth Form held 

an inter-tutor group fancy dress competition.   It 

was great to see so many of our sixth formers  

getting involved!   

Congratulations to Mr Law’s tutor group who 

were declared the winners! 
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Staying Safe on Social Media 

Tellonym advertises itself as “the most honest place on the internet. See what your friends 

think of you, answer anonymous questions and ask others the things you have never dared …”. 

The app is available as a free download on the Apple App Store and Google Play store and is not 

regulated. In some places it's indicated that users must be 17 to download the app and in 

others the requirement is 13.  

The facility to allow anonymous postings has seen users (of any age) post a wide range of 

inappropriate messages, comments and photographs which have caused upset and distress to 

children and young people using the application which has required intervention from the 

police and other services. 

MyLOL is an app and website advertised for "teen dating" but is 

really meant for users over the age of 17. Users often post 

provocative, half-naked pictures of themselves and engage in flirty 

or even sexually explicit conversation. Chat topics also can include 

references to drug use, alcohol, or violence. Some users post their 

real names, IM handles, email addresses, and phone numbers. 

Kik is a free mobile messenger app that allows users to text friends who are also using the 

app. Teens like Kik because it allows them to do more than just type written messages. Kik 

makes it easy to add video and pictures to a text. The minimum age to register for a Kik 

account is 13. 

The potential threats to safety arise when users begin to take their privacy casually and share 

their private Kik username on public social networks like Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, Pheed, 

or Tumblr. And, like all the other social networks, once someone knows your child’s username, 

anyone can send them a message. 

Police in the UK issued a safety warning earlier in the year, claiming that Kik has featured in 

‘more than 1,100 child sexual abuse cases in the last five years’ and that ‘children are at risk’ 

on the app.   

The advent of social media has brought benefits for us as individuals and also as communities. Being able to 

communicate quickly with friends and family has brought people closer together and in some ways made us all 

safer.  However, as with all great new ideas, human beings  have a disturbing tendency  to misuse what  can 

clearly be a source for good to cause suffering and misery.   

We are unfortunately experiencing a growing number of situations where students have used social media to be 

unkind and hurtful to others. Whilst much of this occurs  out of school hours, the resulting fallout can have 

major implications for positive relationships in school and a resulting negative impact on teaching and learning. 

Sadly, new apps are being introduced every few months which seem to encourage inappropriate and risky 

behaviour, which leaves children very vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. Here a re some apps that we feel 

you as parents  should be aware of.  It might be worth talking to your child to see if s/he is an active user of 

them? 

http://www.mylol.com/
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PTA News 

Join the Team 
Lytchett Minster School has a very friendly and lively PTA Team. The team are always keen to recruit new 

members who are willing to join the committee and help out at events. If you would like to find out 

more, please contact Louise Christopher (Chair of the PTA) at louise.christopher@sky.com  

The PTA Secondhand Uniform Shop  
The PTA Secondhand Uniform shop will be open  on: 

Friday 11th January 2019 

Friday 8th February 2019 

Friday 1st March 2019 

Please come to main school reception between 3.30 and 4.00 pm.   

If you have any unwanted uniform in good condition that you wish to donate please send this in to main school 

reception, marked for the attention of the PTA. 

The PTA fundraising efforts were celebrated in a recent story run by the Poole and Bournemouth Echo. In the 

article, Louise Christopher, Chair of the PTA, and her team were thanked for their incredible achievement of raising 

nearly £50,000 over two years which was used to build the Pavilion. You can read the full article on the Echo 

website: 

https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/17298758.school-supporters-raise-50000-for-outdoor-seating-area/ 

PTA Fundraising efforts are praised in the Daily Echo 
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Thomas and  

Sarah Smith  

Thomas Smith 

Year 7 2017 

The Smith 

Family 

As part of our Pavilion project, our landscape architect, Nick William-Ellis, has designed a walkway from 

MSH right up to the seating area now known as The Pavilion, made up entirely of bricks – engraved with 

the names of students/parent/staff/governors of Lytchett Minster School on them. This path will be laid 

in the Spring 2019. 

We are we are offering parents, students, staff and governors the chance to buy a brick with their name 

engraved upon it.  This could be a lasting reminder of your involvement with the school.  You can buy a 

brick with your name on it for £15.  The maximum number of lines permitted is two, with a maximum 

number of sixteen characters per line: 

If you would like to order your personalised brick(s), please go onto our WisePay page on our website, 

and write the names of the people you would like engraved on it. If you don’t have access to WisePay, 

cheques will also be accepted (made payable to ‘Lytchett Minster School’). 

 

Please remember: 

 £15 per brick 

 Two lines maximum 

 A maximum of 16 characters per line 

 Maximum of 10 bricks per family  

Leave your mark at Lytchett Minster School! 
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Lytchett Lecture Series 

Inspire, Challenge, Enthuse 

All lectures are free of charge and held in the Theatre. 

Lectures are open to students, parents and the wider school community.  

Places are limited so please reserve your seat by booking  

through Wisepay or email: parkers@lytchett.org.uk   

Monday 28th January 2019, 6.00pm - ‘Arab-Israeli Conflict; Causes and 

Solutions’ 

What is really going on in the Middle East? 
What are the solutions? 

This talk will give an introduction to the conflict; outlining the historical, 
religious, and political claims of both sides and what is being done to resolve 

these conflicts.  

Tuesday 12th February: Dr Andy Hinde, Senior Lecturer in Demography, 

Southampton University - ‘Victorian Britain and Poverty’ 

The Victorians liked to have their social classes clearly defined, but why were 
there differences between the treatment of ‘able-bodied’ poor and the ‘aged 

and infirm’ poor? 
Why were there regional differences? 

What did the poor really feel about this? 
This talk explores the Victorian system of dealing with poverty, benefits and the 

workhouse system. 
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Monday 7th January: Students return to school 

Monday 7th January (6.00pm): Year 9 Options Evening 6 

Friday 11th January: Year 7 Progress Reports go home 

Tuesday 15th January (4.00pm-8.00pm, Venue: Portland Block): Year 12 Parents’ Evening  

Thursday 17th January (6.00pm-7.30pm, Venue: Theatre): Year 11 Support for Success 

Evening  

Friday 18th January: Year 10 Progress Reports go home 

Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd January: Year 10 and Year 12 Mock Interviews 

Wednesday 23rd January (1.30pm-4.30pm, Venue: Theatre): Pyramid Music Afternoon 

Wednesday 23rd January and Thursday 24th January: Year 10 immunisations 

Thursday 24th January (4.00pm-8.00pm, Venue: Portland Block): Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 25th January: Year 13 Reports go home 

Monday 28th January (6.00pm-7.00pm, Venue: Theatre): Lytchett Lecture: ‘The Arab-

Israeli Conflict’ 

Thursday 31st January (4.00pm-8.00pm, Venue: Portland Block): Year 10 Parents’ 

Evening 

Tuesday 5th February (7.00pm, Venue: Theatre): Battle of the Bands 

Tuesday 5th February  (6.00pm, Venue: BSG):  Rotary Youth Speaks Competition 

Tuesday 12th February (6.00pm-7.00pm, Venue: Theatre): Lytchett Lecture: ‘Victorian 

Britain and Poverty’ 

Wednesday 13th February (7.00pm-8.00pm, Venue: Headmaster’s Office): Parent Forum 

Meeting 

Thursday 14th February (4.00pm-8.00pm, Venue: Portland Block): Year 13 Parents’ 

Evening 

Friday 15th February: Year 11 Full Reports go home 

Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February: Half Term 

Monday 25th February: Students return to school 

Thursday 26th February (4.00pm-8.00pm, Venue: Portland Block): Year 11 Parents’ 

Evening 

Important Dates 


