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Phonics and Reading Information                28/9/18 

 

Dear Parents/Carers of children in Saplings, 

 

Here is the letter to accompany our phonics and reading afternoon for those of you 

who were unable to attend and those of you that did; once again we know there 

was a lot of information so we thought it may help if we put it all in a letter.  

 

As you are aware, we have now started our phonics teaching. We follow the letters 

and sounds programme and supplement it with the songs and actions from Jolly 

Phonics. Each week the children are learning 3 new sounds. These are the same 

sounds that come home in the sound bags each week. We teach each new sound 

by showing the children the letter (grapheme), teaching them the sound that this 

letter makes (phoneme)and an accompanying action from Jolly Phonics. We find 

that using the jolly phonics actions and songs for each letter helps the children 

remember and retain each sound. If you want to explore these at home they can 

be found simply on you tube by typing in jolly phonics songs and the relevant 

sound. 

 

Thank you so much for your continued efforts with the sound bags. The children are 

loving them and gaining so much from them. They are being filled really creatively 

and the children love sharing them. We would urge you to keep going with this as it 

is really helping the children to recognise and hear the individual sounds in words. 

Could we ask that you ensure that the sound bags are in by Thursday each week so 

that we have time to share and look at every bag brought in.  

 

Once the children have been exposed to more sounds and are gaining in 

confidence we begin to introduce to them the concept of splitting simple words 

into each individual sound and then blending back together to read. We do this by 

using robot arms to distinguish each sound and when we blend the sounds together 

we bring our arms back into a clap. We also use sound buttons as a useful tool to 

help the children hear and sound out each individual sound ready to blend back 

together. When we press the sound button the children say the sound, after saying 

each sound within a word, we blend all the sounds together to read the word. 
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These techniques can be also used to help your child read their list of decodable 

words we recently sent home. 

 

As well as decodable words we have also sent home a sheet of first tricky words. 

Unfortunately, these words cannot be sounded out they just have to memorised 

and learned. Please continue to practice these words at home regularly. You can 

mix them up, practice them out of order, play games with them and try to get your 

child to practice writing them too. When you are confident your child knows these 

words please let us know by writing in the green reading diary. In the diary also let us 

know each time you read to or listen to your child. Later on, it will be useful for you 

to also tell us if your child is experiencing any difficulties in their reading of specific 

sounds or key words and we can then provide extra help. 

 

It is really important that you child learns to pronounce the sounds they are learning 

correctly as this then gives them the very best chance when blending words for 

reading and writing. The individual sounds we teach are short and simple sounds 

without any lengthening. As your child gains in confidence and sound knowledge 

they will begin to write words and eventually sentences. This writing may look a little 

strange to you but it is very important that the children spell things using the sounds 

they know and that they are encouraged and praised for having a go. 

 

Finally……. hopefully by now you have received your letter with your unique seesaw 

code. This is an app that enables us to share photos with you of your child and all 

our learning and experiences in Saplings. On seesaw over the next few weeks we 

will be posting some videos for you to watch that will hopefully help explain and 

demonstrate the sounds we have been learning and how to pronounce them!  

 

Thank you so much for all your support, 

 

 

Early Years Team  

 

 

 

 


