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elcome to the March edition of the  

Lytchett Minster School newsletter!   

March 2018 

We are now halfway through the academic 

year.  Our Year 7s have really settled in well 

and the other year groups are also working 

hard and making the most of the fantastic 

opportunities that are on offer to them here at 

Lytchett.  I would like to take this  opportunity 

to thank all my staff for their commitment to 

the wellbeing and success of our students.  I 

know from talking to students and parents just 

how much you appreciate their efforts.  
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Andrew Mead 
Headmaster  

Attendance of parents at Parents’ Evenings remains really strong.  We are very grateful for this support as 

students do respond well when the school and parents are working in partnership. 

There is a lot going on at the moment.  Our year 13s are taking their mocks this week and our Year 10s are out on 

Work Experience.  We are hugely indebted to  all the firms who are prepared to give our young people a taste of 

the world of work. We are confident that our students are being opportunities to develop the requisite skills to 

become effective employees in the future. This week in the workplace will really sharpen the focus of our students 

and will improve their motivation to work hard, follow their dreams and be successful.  

Year 11 mocks begin on Thursday 8th March.  This year we have added a second set of mock exams into our 

assessment calendar.  We feel that Year 11 students will benefit from this.  The purpose of mock exams is 

threefold: 

i) to provide students and teachers with valuable information about where the knowledge gaps are, so that these 

gaps can be filled in the final months of the course 

ii) to allow students to develop their revision techniques, so that they know what works best for them 

iii) to build up students’ long term memories, so that they will not have to rely on last minute revision in the 

summer. 

We are doing everything we can to support our students.  We are aware that exams can be a stressful time for 

some young people.  We would encourage those who are struggling, to come and chat to  us.  All staff at Lytchett 

are absolutely committed to the care and welfare of our students. 

Thank you for your support.  I do hope you enjoy reading about the amazing things  

that our young people have been achieving in and out of school. If you have any  

stories that you would like included, please let me know (meada@lytchett.org.uk).  



 

Congratulations to the following students who were nominated as February’s Student of the Month: 

Student of the Month 

English 

MFL 

Geography 

Psychology P.R.E. PE Computing 

Drama 

Music Food Tech 

Physics 

History 

Photography 

Media 

Dance 

Sociology 

Chemistry 

Science Maths 

Xavier Stratford 

Year 11 

Marriott-Rose Hardy 

Year 11 

Bethany Meacham 

Year 8 

Rhianna Derham 

Year 10 

Rosie Hadland 

Year 11 

Molly Graham 

Year 9 

Liam Stewart 

Year 7 

Sophie Read 

Year 12 

Gina Corr 

Year 8 

Romeo Bak 

Year 10 

Bridget Wickett 

Year 13 

Chloe Hern 

Year 11 

Marriott-Rose Hardy 

Year 11 

Charlotte Gwillim 

Year 11 

Amber Toft 

Year 13 

Beatrice Fumpston 

Year 13 

Charlie Griffiths 

Year 12 

Emma Eckton 

Year 9 

Memphis Roche 

Year 11 

Additional 

Core 

Chloe Medley 

Year 10 



Agglestone Gault 

Portland 

Kimmeridge 

Wealden Purbeck Sixth Form 

Graphics D&T 

New School Website 

I hope you like our new school website, which has undergone a bit of a refresh.  The new layout should be much 

easier for you to navigate.  A big thank you to Mr Coombes for his excellent work on this project.  If you have any 

thoughts about the website and how it can be improved further, please let me know (meada@lytchett.org.uk). 

The website address remains:  www.lytchett.org.uk. 

John-Paul Wanklyn 

Year 12 

Louise Ison 

Year 11 

Alicia Matutino-Barnes 

Year 10 

Christopher Fowles 

Year 10 

Chloe Haesler 

Year 9 

Owen Riches 

Year 11 

Isabel Massey 

Year 7 

Kaitlyn Flippance 

Year 8 

Robbie Baker 

Year 11 



Youth Speaks 

Congratulations to our Intermediate and Junior Public Speaking teams that took part in the Rotary Youth Speak 

competition held on Tuesday 30th January at Bournemouth School for Girls.  All three teams spoke confidently and 

eloquently.  The intermediate team performed exceptionally well with Ella Wilson, supported by Rosie Painter and 

Luiza Quinn, speaking with great passion about society’s attitude to people with Obsessive Compulsive Disorder 

(OCD). This team came a very creditable third against a highly competitive field.  The topics chosen by the other 

two teams were ‘Making the teaching of First Aid in schools compulsory’ and ‘The inappropriateness of the exam 

system in 21st century UK’. 

Being able to speak articulately and persuasively is an important life skill that we are keen to see our students 

develop.  Any student interested in joining the school’s Debating Society is encouraged to speak to Mrs Way who 

very kindly runs this club. 

Lytchett ‘Youth Speaks’ teams: 

Intermediate Team:   Junior Team 1:    Junior Team 2: 
Chair: Rosie Painter   Chair:  Erin Wilkinson   Chair: Kieran Nisbet 
Main speaker: Ella Wilson  Main speaker: Lily Howard  Main speaker: Holly James 
Vote of thanks: Luiza Quinn  Vote of thanks: Poppy Stratman Vote of thanks: Chloe Avery 



This year we have already learnt some Portuguese, made Guatemalan worry dolls, and heard lots of great facts 
about Brazil, Canada and also about Spanish carnivals. However, the first week of February was all about pancakes! 
We learnt all about Mardi Gras and had a go at making pancakes!  
Thank you to all the students who attended, and to Miss Pugh, Mr Shute, Miss Goupil and Ms Ward who helped. 
 
Mrs Piombini 

Lytchett Language Club 

Social Media 
 

We are having to spend an inordinate amount of time dealing with issues related to the misuse of social media 

sites like Instagram out of school.  Whilst we do take these issues seriously and spend hours every week 

investigating and taking action against students who have posted inappropriate pictures or messages during the 

evening when they are at home, we would like to remind parents that the age limit for using such sites is 13.  Most 

of the issues we have been dealing with of late have involved Year 7 and 8 students who should not be using 

Instagram (for example) in the first place.  Below is a statement from Instagram’s own website: 

 
How do I report a child under the age of 13 on Instagram? 
Instagram requires everyone to be at least 13 years old before they can create an account (in some jurisdictions, 
this age limit may be higher). If your child is younger than 13 and created an account on Instagram, you can 
show them how to delete their account. 

http://help.instagram.com/139886812848894?helpref=faq_content


Battle of the Bands 

Congratulations to all the musicians and technical crew who made Battle 

of the Bands 2018 such a great success.  The top band on the night was 

‘Laika’.  The judges (including our very own Mr Catchpole) were 

impressed with the quality of their musicianship, their energy on stage 

and their creativity.  There was a great variety of musical styles on show 

and every band is to be commended for their professionalism and ability 

to entertain. 

A big thank you to the music department and to Callum Gough (Year 12) 

who helped ensure that the technical side of the event went off without 

a hitch.   

In addition to the main Battle of the Bands competition involving our 

four school bands, the audience was treated to an exceptional set by the 

special guests ‘Pump Action Radio’. 

Any student who plays an instrument or who sings is encouraged to get 

involved with one of the many ensembles that exist in the school.  If 

rock bands are not their thing, then we still have wind band, folk band, 

jazz band, junior and senior choir and junior and senior orchestra.  The 

key message is ‘get involved’! 



  
The National Cyber Security Centre (a part of GCHQ) has been running a Cyber Security competition open to Year 8 
girls as part of a drive to encourage more girls to consider cyber security as a profession. 
It was great to see 6 keen Year 8 students taking up the challenge and trying to tackle some fiendishly difficult 
challenges. 
 
Gina Corr, Bethany Pryor, Marley Henshaw, Hailie Garside, Amelie Vivian and Holly Buik competed and put in a 
sterling effort in challenges that covered Cryptography, Cyber Security, Logic & Coding and Networking. Through 
this journey they were able to learn more about a range of different things like code breaking, programming 
challenges, and what cookies are being stored from a website. 

 
With such a wide range of challenges it was great to see the girls working together and showing their 
resourcefulness and determination to crack as many of the tasks as they could in the time allowed. 
The students coming along every lunchtime and working hard on the challenges was really heartening and they 
should be very proud of themselves. 
Year 7 girls should take note…next year, it’s your turn! 
At this point it’s also worth saying well done to the 21 Year 10 and Year 12 students who were invited to 
participate in the next stage of Cyber Discovery after excelling in the open stage of the competition with Elliott 
Lucas leading the way, already 40% complete with 22,500 points! 
 
* decoded this reads: “Lytchett Participates In Girls Cyber Challenge”  

Lytchett Girls Crack Cyber Security 

Obwfkhww Sduwlflsdwhv Lq Jluov Fbehu 
Fkdoohqjh!  
 
(one for code breakers*) 

The first children to attend Lytchett Minster School are pictured below. The photo, taken circa 1961, shows the 

Headteacher, Mr Rogers (centre of the steps), along with teachers: Miss Fennel, Mr Alexandre and Mr Hamilton. 

 The first students to attend Lytchett Minster School (1961) 



Congratulations to Bella Gordon-Nelson (Year 7, Wealden) who recently 
competed in the UDO Street dance championships in Swindon with her dance 
crew, SHAKE UNION. The team was placed 1st in the under 18 category.   
Well done, Bella! 

Congratulations to the Year 10/11 Girls Football Team on a brilliant performance in the County Cup competition. 
The team beat Thomas Hardye School 6-1! 

Scorers: EJ Stephens 3, Lou Ison 1, Roza Bailey 1, Sofia Sinaguglia 1. 

Sports News 

Lilly Dennett (Year 8, Kimmeridge) is currently competing for her Pony Club, 
Dorset and Southern Region and has been put forward for an England trial. This 
is a fantastic achievement. Lilly is a good all-rounder competing in lots of 
different equestrian sports but she has chosen Mounted Games to specialise in. 
This is a very competitive sport where she vaults on and off her pony doing 
various games that require agility, accuracy, speed. We wish Lilly the very best of 
luck in her England trails and the upcoming competitions. 

Congratulations to Freya Goridge (Year 7, Agglestone) who recently passed her ISTD 

Grade 3 Ballet exam with a Distinction. Well done! 

On the last day before the Christmas break, students were invited to wear hats into school 
wearing hats to show their support for Headway – a charity that helps survivors of brain 
injuries. We raised £173.75 - thank you for your generous support. Thank you also to Ender 
Locke (10 Gault) who organised the initiative through the Student Voice Committee.   

The winners of the Tenner Challenge 2018 were Hailie Garside (A8PAI), Beth Pryor (A8PAI) and Marley Henshaw 

(K8HOD) who make up the company ‘The Girls in Business’.  Together they sold stress balls, cupcakes and juice.  

As with all the teams, they received £10 a start-up from the PTA.  By the end of the challenge they had raised 

£169.55.  Congratulations to The Girls in Business! Second was ‘Girls Gone Geek’ - Amy Pearce (A9TIG) and third 

was ‘Candyman’ - Alfie Rawlings (W7MAK).   

All students who took part in the Tenner Challenge will receive a certificate of commendation.  We would 

encourage all budding young entrepreneurs to take part in this annual event; it is fun, helps develop vital life skills. 

And it looks great on your CV . 

Young Entrepreneurs 



Year 9 MAP Art Club: Headteacher’s Commission 

Congratulations to, Max Traynor, Rebecca Wood, Ella 

Burden, Sam Duffin, Olivia White, Nathan Manhica, Chloe 

Jones and Amy Newbold-Fleming for their paintings 

submitted for display in Mr Mead’s office. Students worked 

exceptionally hard to create imaginative and impressive 

pieces.  

 

Well done to Max Traynor and Olivia White for their 

winning paintings. 

Painting by Max Traynor 

Painting by Olivia White 

Painting by Sam Duffin 



928 Miles from Home 

Written by Kim Slater 

If you enjoyed reading Wonder by R J Palacio then I would recommend 928 Miles from 

Home.   It is an uplifting story with engaging characters.   

The main character is a 14-year-old boy called Calum Brooks.  He dreams of writing 

screenplays and movie scripts.  Calum’s mum left a few years ago and his father often 

works away, leaving him home alone to fend for himself with little food in the 

cupboards.  At school, he is part of a gang of mates that pick relentlessly on Sergei.   

This makes Calum feel uncomfortable but he does not want to risk losing his friends so 

does nothing to stop it happening.  Calum’s life changes when his father invites his 

Polish Girlfriend to stay and Calum ends up sharing a room with her son…Sergei.   

This book is powerful and thought provoking.  It will open minds and lead to greater empathy and understanding.  

The message is clear that doing the right thing might not necessarily be easy and sometimes you need to stand out 

from the crowd rather than follow them. Kim Slater’s message on diversity is loud and clear.   

Pages 318/Ages 9+/ Reviewed by Clair Bossons, Librarian. 

The Parent Agency 

Reviewed by Dylan Collins, Year 7 

Do you ever feel like you want different parents?  Do you ever speak to your posters?  If 

you do then you can relate to this book.   

Barry is a normal boy that blames his parents for being poor, not being famous and even 

more ridiculous things.  Luckily, his Lionel Messi poster takes him to the Parent Agency!  

The parent agency is a wonderful place where parents beg to take you home with them.  

However, there is a problem.  Barry is becoming 12 in 5 days and when you are 12 years 

old you cannot be taken home by an adult as you will be too old to be put up for 

adoption.  Because of this, he goes to many different parents to have a birthday party 

with them.  Each of these parents will have one trait that Barry blamed his parents for not having.  This book is a 

hilarious story for all ages.   

I absolutely love this book because it is highly relatable in the way that we all sometimes have the exact same 

thoughts when we are having a bad day.  I also love this book because there are so many events that happen, 

then grab you, and drag you into the well-chosen words that David Baddiel uses. 

Barry is a believable character, which adds to the effect of this books gripping story line that makes you not want 

to put this book down. 

A Novel Idea! 

Each month we will be bringing you reviews of some of the books in the school library. This month we have 

recommendations from a student from Year 7, Dylan Collins, and our school librarian, Clair Bossons. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwizud3prcPZAhUE6xQKHbisDgcQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://www.panmacmillan.com/authors/kim-slater/928-miles-from-home&psig=AOvVaw3F4-HphFh68jVc4zyffU7I&ust=1519726847680014
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigr6HwrMPZAhVKPxQKHRX5BeYQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-parent-agency/david-baddiel/jim-field/9780007554485&psig=AOvVaw1mvPgViP-gt7D4c1_jfnW1&


The Governing Body currently has a number of vacancies. 

 

We are particularly interested in welcoming to the governing body 
people with the following areas of expertise: education, law, finance, 
human resources, communication, business, hospitality and marketing. 

 

For further information, or to put forward your name for consideration, 
please contact Judith Hayward, Clerk to the Governors at: 
clerk@lytchett.org.uk  

We are delighted to welcome Lara Fascione as an appointed Parent Governor on 
our Governing Body. Here Lara introduces herself: 
 
I started my career in the world of professional tennis, as an umpire.  I worked 10 
Wimbledon finals and three Olympics before joining Bourne Leisure, owners of 
Butlins and Haven, on a Graduate Recruitment scheme.  Having worked my way 
through the ranks, I joined Lloyds Banking Group – as Head of Customer Retention 
and then Head of Change during the HBoS Acquisition. I then joined British Gas as 
Head of Complaints and HR, before re-joining Lloyds Banking Group’s Private 
Equity arm, Lloyds Development Capital – running a small business on their behalf.  
Currently I work for Vitality as Head of Adviser Service, Retention and Commercial 
Underwriting.  
 

My current role, means I am responsible for actively driving innovation and efficiency ensuring a culture of 
individual and collective ownership.  With multiple telephony and administration teams across two sites, Adviser 
Service is very much focused on simplicity and ease – recognizing Advisers are busy and have a choice where they 
place business.   
 
I am looking to utilize some of this professional experience in the education sector, specifically in the local area.  I 
am passionate about getting young people into careers and would like to look at the opportunity to do this through 
senior school education.  It is exciting to work with a team of dedicated professionals with a broad range of 
different experiences.  As mum to Jake, in Year 7, I also am hoping my knowledge of the school combined with my 
career experience will add value to the Governing Body. 

Governor News 

On 8th February Lytchett hosted a very special event for GCSE music students from schools across Dorset, Poole 

and Bournemouth.  A team of 5 musicians from the world-renowned Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra put on a 

two hour workshop in the Gainsford theatre, performing and explaining key ideas and facts relating to GCSE music.  

Two of the school’s top musicians Maddy Cross (Pk11PAD) and Millie Hancock (K10STA) were given the 

opportunity to perform with the BSO, and needless to say, played superbly. 

Many thanks to Mr Painter, Head of Music, for organising this excellent event. 

Music workshop by members of the BSO 



PTA News 

The PTA Secondhand Uniform Shop will be open between 3.30 and 4.00 pm: 

Friday 2nd March  

Friday 20th April 

If you have any unwanted uniform in good condition that you wish to donate please send this in to main school 

reception, marked for the attention of the PTA. 

 

The next PTA meeting will take place on Thursday 1st March (4.00pm) in the café. All are welcome to attend. 

Fun for all the family 
 

Friday 23rd March 
       7pm – Doors open 6-30pm 

Portland block 

5 Games - £2-50 (Each game has 6 tickets) 
 

Lots of Easter prizes to be won. Refreshments will also be available 

 
To pre-book a table please email:  louise.christopher@sky.com  

We will be holding an Easter egg collection from Tuesday 6th March.  
If you would like to donate an Easter egg, please send it to main school 

reception, clearly marked for the PTA. 
 

Thank you in advance for your continuing support. 

A big thank you to the PTA for sponsoring the school’s Tenner Challenge 2018.  The total sum raised for the school 

is likely to be just under £1000 this year.  Although this is less than last year’s magnificent total, the Tenner 

Challenge did provide our budding entrepreneurs with a great opportunity to develop their business skills.  We are 

hoping that even more students will get involved in this worthwhile project next year.  Thank you again to the PTA! 

Tenner Challenge 

mailto:louise.christopher@sky.com


Wellbeing assemblies 

The focus of our wellbeing assemblies this term is healthy eating. 

Whilst we all understand the importance that healthy eating has on our mental wellbeing, we sometimes 

forget that taking time to sit and eat with friends and family (with no phones!) is just as important as the 

food itself. 

Below are recommendations from ‘Change for Life’ which is concerned with healthy eating for children 

and adults alike.  We hope that you will find these six top tips helpful to make all-important changes to 

your family’s eating habits. 

Bon appétit! 



Lytchett Lecture Series 

Inspire, Challenge, Enthuse 

All lectures are free of charge. 

Lectures are open to students, parents and the wider school community.  

Places are limited so please reserve your seat by booking  

through Wisepay or email: parkers@lytchett.org.uk   

 

‘Picasso’s “Guernica” and the Spanish Civil War’ 

Monday 5th March, 6.00pm in the Manor House: Barry Venning, Art Historian 

In April 1937 a tragic air raid by the German Luftwaffe on Guernica, Northern 

Spain, shocked the world. In this talk, discover the dark history of the Spanish 

Civil War through the eyes of Pablo Picasso’s masterpiece, Guernica. 

‘The weapon that did not win the War:  

the birth of the tank in WW1’ 

Thursday 26th April, 6.00pm in the Theatre: Colonel Dick Taylor, Military 

Historian and Commandant Dorset Army Cadet Force 

How did stalemate in the trenches during the Great War lead to the birth of the 
tank and how did the use of the tank influence, but not win, the conflict? 



Thomas and  

Sarah Smith  

Thomas Smith 

Year 7 2017 

The Smith 

Family 

As part of our Sunken Garden/Outside Eating Area project, our landscape architect, Nick William-Ellis, has 

designed a floor surface made up entirely of bricks – engraved with the names of students/parent/staff/

governors of Lytchett Minster School on them. 

We are we are offering parents, students, staff and governors the chance to buy a brick with their name 

engraved upon it.  This could be a lasting reminder of your involvement with the school.  You can buy a 

brick with your name on it for £15.  The maximum number of lines permitted is two, with a maximum 

number of sixteen characters per line: 

e.g. 

If you would like to order your personalised brick(s), please go onto our WisePay page on our website, 

and write the names of the people you would like engraved on it. If you don’t have access to WisePay, 

cheques will also be accepted (made payable to ‘Lytchett Minster School’). 

 

Please remember: 

 £15 per brick 

 Two lines maximum 

 A maximum of 16 characters per line 

 Maximum of 10 bricks per family  

Leave your mark at Lytchett Minster School! 



Thursday 1st March (4.00pm in the Café):  PTA Meeting - cancelled due to school closure 

Monday 5th March (6.00-7.00pm in the Manor House): Lecture: ‘Picasso’s ‘Guernica’ and 

the Spanish Civil War’ 

Tuesday 6th March (7.00pm in the Theatre): Lower School Concert 

Thursday 8th March: Year 11 Mocks begin 

Friday 9th March: Year 7 Progress Reports go home 

Thursday 15th March, 4.00pm-6.00pm, 6.30pm-8.00pm: Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 16th March: Year 8 Full Reports go home 

Friday 16th March: Year 9 Progress Reports go home 

Monday 19th March: Year 11, 12 and 13 group photographs 

Monday 19th March: Year 13 Mocks Results Reports go home 

Thursday 22nd March, 4.00pm-6.00pm, 6.30pm-8.00pm: Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 23rd March (7.00pm in the Portland Block): PTA Easter Bingo 

Wednesday 28th March: Year 10 Progress Reports go home 

Thursday 29th March: INSET day 

Friday 30th March to Friday 13th April: Easter holidays 

Tuesday 17th April: Elite Dance Show 

Friday 20th April: Year 11 Progress Reports go home 

Thursday 26th April (6.00-7.00pm in the Theatre): Lecture: ‘The weapon that did not win 

the war’ 

Important Dates 


