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Friday 13th October 2017 

To Parents and Carers, 

 

A big thank you to all the parents who were able to make the reading and phonics 

meeting this week, we hope you found it useful.  If you were unable to attend, or 

would like a reminder of the information that was given out, I will be sending out a 

copy of the main areas of focus with each child in their book bag. 

 

With our first half term approaching fast I just wanted to take the opportunity to give 

a couple of reminders in preparation for the new half term.  It is highly important 

that children have drinks bottles in school with them each day – however, we have 

recently noticed that a number of children are coming to school with bottles filled 

with various fruit juices.  Can we please ask that children only bring water in their 

bottles, as per the school’s policy.  

 

As I mentioned at the reading and phonics meeting, new golden rules badges will 

start appearing on children as of this week if they have shown us that they have 

particularly exemplified a rule.  It is really important that the badges are returned 

the following school day, as only then can we give another child the opportunity to 

earn it. 

 

My final reminder for this half term is a plea about uniforms/clothes.  As we are now 

entering the colder and wetter half of the year it is vital that your child has a warm 

coat with them every day.   

 

The reception year is based both in and outdoors, as well as playtime being located 

outside whenever possible.   

 

 

Sticking with the theme of clothes, please can we ask that you check your child’s 

clothes for name tags, as we are still finding items of clothes unnamed – with 46 

children in the unit it is very difficult to pair these with the correct child if there is no 

name. 
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In the past couple of weeks we have begun changing for PE, quite a task for a 4/5 

year old.   

 

We have, however, noticed that a number of children have either not got their full 

kit i.e. no gym shoes, no t-shirt or no shorts, or they have no kit at all.  PE is always on 

a Wednesday morning, so kits should all be on the children’s pegs ready for this 

lesson on a Wednesday.  Can I also ask that any clothes that your child has 

borrowed from the school be returned ASAP. 

 

Next term our topic will be focusing on ‘celebrations’ in all their various forms.  It is 

one of my personal favourites and encompasses everything from fireworks to Diwali, 

weddings to Christmas.  It would be a great opportunity during the half term holiday 

for you to begin talking about this topic with the children.  I would ask again if you 

can note down any specific questions the children have, or anything particular 

interest your child has – these responses really do help and inform our planning to 

make the activities as interesting and exciting as possible. 

 

We hope you have a great last week of term and that you enjoy your first half term 

holiday!! 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

Daniel Sanderson 
EYFS Lead, Reception Teacher – Sandford St. Martin's Primary School 

 

 


