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Message from the Headteacher

As always it has been a busy start to the term. It has been wonderful to see all of our students 

back safely from the summer break and we extended a warm welcome to all of our new students 

who have started this September. The new Year 7s are now the biggest year group in the school 

(after being heavily oversubscribed) and we have also had a large number of new students 

joining us in Year 12 to start their sixth form studies. 

We also wish all of those students who have left us all the very best for the future. Year 13s 

posted some of the best results the school had ever had which has enabled our sixth form to be 

credited as an ‘excellent’ provider by the external body who analyse results across the country 

(Alps). We were also very proud of our GCSE students who gained equally impressive results 

including a number who gained the new 9 grade for English and Maths which placed them in the 

top 3% of the country. Our key message to students throughout is that together we can achieve 

excellence and that this is gained when students show respect, perseverance, and aspiration –

these are exactly the qualities that our students who picked up their results this summer 

showed. Well done to all involved!

I look forward to writing in the next bulletin - by then Year 7 will 

have been to Hooke Court and I am sure feel like they have been 

in the school for years! 

We look forward to working alongside you this year. 

Adam Darley



Examination excellence at The Purbeck School once more: 
congratulations to all Year 11 and 13 students

The Purbeck School’s GCSE students have posted impressive results once more. There were some superb 
individual performances with a number of students gaining the coveted 9 grade in English and Maths (this 
places a student in the top 3% of the country). Particularly notable successes included:

Isabel Bowerman – 10 subjects at an A* (including a grade 9 for English); Tom Hodd – 10 subjects at A/A* 
(including a grade 9 for Maths); Sam Ibbotson – 9 subjects at A/A* (including a grade 9 for Maths); 

Imogen Radestock – 8 subjects at A/A* (including a grade 9 for Maths and an A* with distinction for 
Further Maths); Pippa Lummes and Laura Wild both impressed gaining two grade 9s for their English 
Literature and their English Language.

Mr Darley commented, ‘We are so proud of the achievements of our students who have posted excellent 
GCSE results. In a year that has seen the new GCSE grading brought in for English and Maths and a 
strengthening of the GCSE content across the board, the resilience and hard work of these students has 
been remarkable. We look forward to welcoming the majority back next year into the sixth form and we 
wish them all the very best for the future’.

The Purbeck School is recognised as an ‘excellent’ provider for 6th 
form students

The fantastic results secured by the Year 13 A level students this year have placed the Purbeck School in 
the top echelons of A level providers. The school has been awarded a 3 by ALPS who correlate all the A 
level results across the country – this officially places the Purbeck School as an ‘excellent’ or ‘outstanding’ 
A level provider.

Some subjects areas that have been rated amongst the best in the country are: Maths/ Further Maths/ 
English Language/ Chemistry/ Applied Science/ Sport BTEC and Media Studies.

Mr Darley commented, ‘We are delighted with this report. It really does reflect the hard work of all the 
students and staff and shows what a wonderful sixth form community we have here at The Purbeck 
School. The sixth form here delivers year after year and it only right that this is formally recognised. Well 
done to all involved.’

Don’t forget: our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 16th November



Leading the way in excellence
Once again Purbeck students posted impressive A level results with 46% of the A level grades awarded 
being an A*/A or B. Some subject areas have achieved exceptional success; Maths and Further Maths 
headed the charge with 55% of their awarded grades being either an A* or A; English Language and 
Chemistry students were also rewarded for their hard work and dedication by the vast majority being 
awarded either an A*/A or B.

As a result nearly all of our students were able to secure the grades they required to progress to their 
first choice of university or to take up their apprenticeship placements.  There were some superb 
individual results with a number of students achieving A*/A grades across the board. An exceptional 3A*s 
and 2A grades will enable Sam Brown to read Bio Chemistry at Oxford University, and with 1A* and 2A 
grades Phoebe Hobbs will be reading English Literature at Durham University, Tom Gething will be 
reading Maths at Exeter University, Ashley Mathews will be reading Engineering at Southampton 
University, and Harry Whitmarsh-Bauer will be reading Maths at Bath University. Other fantastic results 
included Phoebe Symonds who also achieved 1A* and 2A grades, Jamie Singleton who achieved 4A 
grades and our Head Boy Ben Ingram has been offered a prestigious scholarship to read Media at 
Bournemouth University. A number of students have gained highly prized apprenticeships including Ryan 
Stearn with Wessex Water and Jess Ashworth at Babcocks.

Sixth Form: introducing our senior students:
Head Boy – Harry Daniels.

I applied for the Head Boy role feeling I could make a change for the better. In particular, I am a 
passionate believer that our lower school students should be involved in our school from the start and 
have their voices heard. It is an honour to be a role model. The school has helped me in so many ways 
over the past 4 years. It has helped me become a mature, hardworking individual with perseverance and 
drive. I am more personable and confident around new people now than I ever thought I could be. Most 
importantly, it has made me proud to be from the Purbecks and to be a Purbeck School student

Head Girl – Amelia Fletcher

I chose to apply for the role of Head Girl as I felt that I could use my experience at The Purbeck School to 
help students gain the skills and confidence that I have gained throughout my time here. As I come to my 
final year at The Purbeck School, my friends and I often look back at our earliest photos from the school 
trips we attended and realise just how much we have matured and progressed with the help from 
everyone at the school. Since beginning at The Purbeck School, my confidence both socially and 
academically has improved drastically. In Year 7, I never would have imagined myself in the role of Head 
Girl. Our school ethos is ‘respect, aspiration, and perseverance’ and being a student here has taught me 
these qualities in abundance. We learn to respect our peers both in school and the local community, we 
aspire to do what we love every day and we persevere when we start to feel like we are hitting a 
stumbling block. 

School tours: see us at work!
If you are a parent of a prospective Year 7 student interested in seeing

us at work, please contact our school office to arrange a tour of the 

school with a senior leader: 

office@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk

mailto:office@purbeck.dorset.sch.uk


Keeping safe online

We all know that social media is often at the forefront of young people’s minds. Please may we take this time to 

draw your attention to a couple of useful links that have some great resources for keeping young people safe 

online:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety

The below link has useful resources about protecting children from radicalisation and extremism:

http://educateagainsthate.com/

Should you have any questions or concerns please contact Assistant Headteacher Mrs V Gregory

The importance of aiming for 100% attendance 

School attendance is one of the most important indicators of academic progress. In very simple terms the 

less a student comes to school the worse their academic progress will be. 

At The Purbeck School there is on average a one grade difference in every subject between students who 

attend school below 90% compared to those whose attendance is over 95%.

It is imperative that students aim for 100% attendance. 

As a parent or carer one of the most important things you can do to improve your child’s chances of gaining 

the grades they are capable of is to ensure that they come to school every day.

May the force be with you: come to the movies at Purbeck!

For all the latest Purbeck School stories please visit the 
‘News’ section of our website which is updated daily.  
And why not follow us on facebook or twitter?

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
http://educateagainsthate.com/
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=facebook&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=651&tbm=isch&tbnid=UoDlFA-kJfGcwM:&imgrefurl=http://level39.co/facebook-hackathon/&docid=Z3Q_eS7NLCxb7M&imgurl=http://level39.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/facebook-logo-1.png&w=2100&h=1615&ei=73koU52-C4yjhgfDwoDoDQ&zoom=1&ved=0CFsQhBwwAg&iact=rc&dur=710&page=1&start=0&ndsp=16
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=facebook&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=651&tbm=isch&tbnid=UoDlFA-kJfGcwM:&imgrefurl=http://level39.co/facebook-hackathon/&docid=Z3Q_eS7NLCxb7M&imgurl=http://level39.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/facebook-logo-1.png&w=2100&h=1615&ei=73koU52-C4yjhgfDwoDoDQ&zoom=1&ved=0CFsQhBwwAg&iact=rc&dur=710&page=1&start=0&ndsp=16

