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10th February 2017 

 
Dear parents 

 

As we head towards half term I would like to share my views on how I have found the school and what I plan to 

work on next.   

 

The school has a real community feel to it and I have enjoyed meeting your children, yourself and the staff.  In 

terms of the values of the school recent Christ values of Friendship, Respect, Kindness, Happiness and Love have 

been chosen and certainly show through with the actions of your children.  These are backed up by our Golden 

Rules and Learning Roots.  

 

Over the past 3 years the school performance from a data point of view has not been as strong as it should 

have been and a lot of energy has gone into improving this.  This has resulted in the school being classed as 

coasting.  The main issue causing this was Writing.  There has already been a lot of work completed on this prior 

to my arrival and we are using a range of strategies to improve this.  One of these is the Talk for Writing 

initiative.  Your children will have already experienced some of activities connected to this.so do ask them if 

they can recite a story they have learnt.  They may even add some actions! We have put in a new tracking 

system and are tracking the progress of all children on an individual level and taking action where their 

performance is not as good as what it should be.  This is already having a impact and working well and I am 

confident the school. 

 

The children seemed to really enjoy the school disco and raised £176.00. Thank you to everyone who helped 

organise the disco.   If you are interested in helping with the PTA do please let me know.  The children also really 

enjoyed the Sports week, especially the assembly from Chris Gregory.  All the activities over the week were 

great to see.   

 

We have started some work on the website and are now in a position to give updated posts more frequently 

showing you what is going on in your child’s class.  This work is part of wider work around parent 

communication.  One aspect to mention though is that the school will be stopping sending paper letters home 

after half term.  I will be writing early next term detailing an overview of how the school will be communicating 

with you next term and how you can access all the information. 

 

We have started individual portfolios in Reception where you can get an insight into their day at school.  This 

seems to be well-received, but do please do give us feedback on this.  If would like support to be able to see 

you child’s portfolio do please come and ask either myself or Mr Sanderson. 

 

I have started some work looking at the outdoor space the school as got.  The focus this half term has been the 

Early Years area as this particularly needed some development.  We have some new equipment coming in 

terms of a playhouse, a stage area and large sandpit.  We have put up a temporary one today to help us in the 

interim. 

 

Year 6 are moving closer to their SATs tests.  Just a reminder that I will be running a workshop for parents each 

Wednesday evening between 5:00 and 6:00.  We will be looking at different aspects of maths and then giving 

you time to work with your child.  It will also be a chance to ask any questions or advice. If you are unable to 

make this time, but would be interested in supporting your child please do come and discuss this with me.  I will 

doing some other workshop sessions and I will send details of these out next half term. 

 

Have a good week. 

 

Thank you 

 

Alan          
 


