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A WORD FROM THE HEADMASTER 

In the summer term we will see work start on our Sunken Garden/Outdoor Eating Area project.  We are delighted that Nick Williams-

Ellis, Chelsea Flower Show winner and the designer of our Secret Garden,  has agreed to design this new facility.  Parents have 

expressed concern for some time about the limited areas for students to eat in the school at break and lunchtimes.  I do believe this 

new area will prove to be very popular with our students.  Such a facility does not come cheap, and we are looking to raise £40,000 to 

realise this project.  I am very grateful to our wonderful PTA for adopting this as their main fundraising cause for 2017.  In addition to 

the Aviva Community fund bid (in which we have been shortlisted as finalists), we have also been successful in being shortlisted for the 

TESCO bags of help community fund.  More details of this can be found on Page 12 of this newsletter. 

I am so pleased that our Young Chamber group has got off to such a good start in 2016.  In the New Year our Young Chamber will be 

launching an exciting new initiative to find our ‘Young Entrepreneur of the Year’.   It is called the ‘Tenner Challenge’.  This will involve 

students receiving a £10 start up loan to invest in their own ‘business’.  We are hoping to see some innovative entrepreneurial ideas 

from our potential business leaders of the future.  Strong parental support and encouragement for this will be much appreciated.  For 

more details of the Tenner Challenge please see Page 9 of this newsletter. 

Wishing you all a healthy and successful 2017! 

 

A very Happy New Year to all parents, students, staff and governors of Lytchett Minster School. 

2017 promises to be a very exciting one in the life of the school, as we see our Pupil Admission 

Number rise to 260 per year group.  It is great to see that the school is thriving  and growing in 

popularity. 

January sees our Year 11 students taking their mock GCSE examinations.  These papers will 

provide students and staff with vital information about the areas of each course that have 

been learnt well and those that need to be looked at again in more detail.  They are very much 

formative assessments.  I would advise students to take them seriously and prepare for them 

with due diligence; places on A level  courses will be offered on the basis of mock GCSE results. 

There is a still a good deal of uncertainty about the grade boundaries for the new GCSE English 

and maths exams.  I can understand that this is causing a degree of anxiety amongst students 

and parents.  This is a nationwide concern, and not one that is peculiar to Lytchett.  Our English 

and maths teams have gone to great lengths to ensure that our students are well prepared for 

these new examinations  If students work hard and follow their teachers’ guidance, they 

should do really well. 
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There are so many elements to being a well-rounded and healthy individual, and it is important to ensure that we pay 

attention to all of these elements if we are to perform to the best of our abilities. Counsellors often use the analogy of a 

wheel; if we ignore certain segments of our life in favour of others, we will be in for a bumpy ride! 

Are we achieving a balance? 

What is the best way to help children to achieve this ideal state? Good diet and physical 

exercise are key to physical wellbeing which will often have a knock-on effect to good 

mental health, but this is not always the case. Sometimes, children can develop concerns 

that grow in their minds until they become unmanageable, and it is important that they 

receive the support they need to restore their balance again. At school, every child has a 

tutor that knows them well and will speak to them on a daily basis, whilst also having 

pastoral leaders who carry out regular guidance interviews with every student. Pastoral 

leaders are careful to ensure that they focus on friendships, hobbies and interests as well 

as academic progress, as a balance between these makes their 'ride' through school as 

smooth as possible. 

What happens when things go wrong? 

Occasionally, children will lose their balance. This could be for a number of reasons. They may have problems with 

friendships, suffered a family bereavement, be struggling with the pressures of exam preparation or any number of other 

reasons. If left unchecked, children can become anxious and it is not uncommon for them to lose (or gain) appetite, to 

become morose or tearful, or to isolate themselves from friends or family. Each child has their own individual traits, so 

being vigilant is key here. 

How can we help? 

It is important to know that periods of anxiety such as these are rarely a sign of a mental health condition. Usually, all that 

is needed is someone to confide in (a trusted family member, teacher, or friend) as sharing the load is often all that is 

required to help the anxiety lift. If you are worried about your child and are unable to get them to open up to you or 

another family member, then please let pastoral staff know and we will work alongside you to support your child. 

More than a chat needed? 

In school, we have a number of ways to offer further support, ranging from our team of 6th form Wellbeing mentors 

through to our school counsellor. All of these are accessed through pastoral 

leaders in each house (and 6th form) who should be the first port of call should 

you have concerns. We also have outside agencies such as social services and the 

Child and Adult Mental Health Services (CAMHS) for referral if necessary. It is 

worth remembering that your family doctor can be a good source of support for 

concerns about mental health. 

Keep in touch! 

Remember that we can't help if we don't know that there is a problem, so please 

don't keep your concerns a secret. We are here to help make your child's ride a smooth and happy one!    

 

        Mrs S. McCarthy, Head of Gault House and Head of Student Wellbeing 
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Student of the Month 

Congratulations to the following students who were nominated as December’s Student of the Month: 

English Maths Science MFL Geography 

Business Psychology RE PE 

ICT 

Art  Dance Drama 

Music 

Food Tech History 

 

Luke Ferguson 

Year 11 

Ethan Jordan 

Year 11 

Chloe Hearn 

Year 10 

Alex Moore 

Year 13 

Isabelle Baker-Holmes 

Year 8 

Maria Szydlowski 

Year 10 

D & T Graphics Literacy Sociology 

Jake Newnham 

Year 11 

Oceanna Evans 

Year 12 

Esme Morris 

Year 11 

Asha Partridge 

Year 10 

Jasmine Allcock 

Year 9 

Charley Theobold 

Year 9 

Francesca Carpenter 

Year 9 

Levi Curtis 

Year 10 
Olivia White 

Year 8 

Le-Ann Walters 

Year 10 

Adam Walsh 

Year 8 

Oliver Strevens 

Year 11 

Sophie Thomas 

Year 9 

Rachael Gentry 

Year 12 
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 4 Lytchett Minster School circa 1960. The school site has certainly changed a fair bit since then! 

Bygone Lytchett... 

Agglestone Gault Portland Kimmeridge 

Purbeck Wealden Sixth Form 

Grace Atkins 

Year 12 

Amy Merritt 

Year 10 

Jack Brown 

Year 11 

Amelia Barber 

Year 7 

Chris Alvarez 

Year 11 

Esme Morris 

Year 11 

Kallum Neville 

Year 8 
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Winter Weather Warning - Emergency Closure Process 

 
The school will also be guided by the bus companies as to whether or not they feel it is safe or feasible to transport 
children. 
 
If the closure occurs during the school day, it is important that parents do not simply turn up asking for their children.  This 
places an impossible burden on Reception staff and gets in the way of making an orderly and safe response to poor 
weather conditions for all students.  Above all, the safe arrival and departure of the students and staff and their safety on 
site is paramount when deciding whether or not to close the school and it is vital that we are permitted by parents to 
arrange this in an orderly manner. 
 
If such a decision is taken we will always inform parents via messages immediately the decision is taken: the prime route is 
via the school website (www.lytchett.org.uk). This is the most up to date information; during school hours, please avoid 
jamming the school switchboard.  Outside of school hours, we will put a message on the answerphone as well as the 
website. We may also contact you via text message and email for those parents who have supplied us with mobile and 
email contact details. 

 

There are occasions when it will be necessary 
for the school to close temporarily in the 
interests of the health and safety of all 
students and staff. In most cases this will be 
as a result of extreme adverse weather 
conditions, such as significant snow coverage 
(the fact that it is snowing does not in itself 
qualify) and widespread ice, very high winds 
or possibly due to problems relating to the 
school buildings such as with heating or 
electrical supply. 
 
The decision on whether the school closes is 
not made lightly. As a school we fully 
appreciate the consequent effects of a 
closure on students’ education and the 
significant inconvenience it can cause 
parents. The decision will be made as early as 
possible following advice from the Met Office 
and after considering our unique local 
conditions.  

Cashless Catering 
 

We are delighted with the strong take-up of WisePay, our 

online catering facility. The majority of students are now 

using this.  We are hoping that we will soon reach the stage 

when everybody is using cashless catering.  

In order to speed up the service further from February 2017, any student wishing to use cash to purchase lunches will 

have to wait until 12.40pm before joining the queue. The Café team continue to serve  a fantastic variety of hot and cold 

lunches until 1.05pm, so there is no reason why anybody should go without lunch. 

http://www.lytchett.org.uk
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“It’s Behind you!” 
On Friday December 9th Ms O’Neill and Ms Haddrell took a party of 
Agglestone students to see the pantomime ‘Aladdin’ at the 
Lighthouse Theatre.  It was a brilliant show, full of everything that 
panto should be full of: a ridiculous Dame in all her fine outfits, a few 
cheery ‘goodies’ a fearsome ‘baddie’ a hilarious song entitled ‘How 
Many Legs has Daddy Longlegs got?’ a rock star genie and of course 
a wedding to finish.  We had to point out that the lamp was 
obviously ‘BEHIND YOU’ to the daft Aladdin and to protest ‘OH NO 
YOU DIDN’T’ at various intervals.  An excellent time was had by 
all.  Thank you so much to Ms O’Neill and Ms Jarratt for organising 
such a fun trip. 

Ms Haddrell  

Head of Agglestone House 

Thank you for your generous support of the Poppy Appeal.  

As a school we raised £674.15. 

 

 

The PTA will be running a Tuck Shop once a month in/near 

the Portland Block on the following Fridays after school: 

Friday 27th January 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Shop 

The second hand uniform shop will be open on Friday 6th January between 3.30pm and 4.00pm.  

We also have new blazers available for sale at £18 each (if the size is held in stock) 

Please come along to main school reception.  

If you have any unwanted uniform in good condition that you wish to donate, please send this in to main school 

reception, marked for the attention of the PTA. 

Any enquires to louise.christopher@sky.com   

Thank you to everyone who has supported the PTA by attending the Christmas Bingo and purchasing raffle tickets.  

Main raffle : all winners have now been notified.  

Winner of Christmas hamper: Nicola Lewis  

PTA News 

mailto:louise.christopher@sky.com
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Christmas Music Events 
A huge thank you to all the staff and students who were involved in the Christmas Carol Service and our Christmas Concert. 

There were both fantastic events with high quality musicianship on show. It was great to see so many students involved in 

the choir and orchestra and the other smaller ensembles.  One parent commented: “There are clearly some very talented 

young people at the school and also some very brave ones as I know it takes a tremendous amount of courage to perform in 

front of an audience, especially one so large and it is easy to forget this when you see them all looking so confident.  A big 

‘well done’ to everyone involved”.  

Photos by Mr M Jeffs 

Talented Year 10 GCSE music student, Caitlin Gibbons, 

performing with the folk group. 
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Two brave young ladies! 

Lily Macbeth (Year 10)  and Chloe Jones (Year 8) have recently had their hair cut to raise money for charity. Both girls have 

been supporting the Little Princess Trust by donating their hair to the charity. The Little Princess Trust provides real hair 

wigs, free of charge, to children across the UK and Ireland that have lost their own hair through cancer treatment. 

 

Chloe had 9 inches of her hair cut off by her tutor, Miss Standley in the corridor of MSH.  Lily had 15 inches  cut off her hair 
by her hairdresser at Philip Mills Hair Design – ably assisted by her support crew of Marriott, Freya and Millie who each 
enjoyed cutting off the plaits!  Lily’s current fundraising total for Cancer Research UK/Little Princess Trust is at almost £900. 
If you would like to help Lily reach her goal of raising £1000, please go to her fundraising page:  https://mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/lilyslocks   

Before: Lily with long hair After: Lily sporting a new shorter cut 

Students in Wealden House have been busy donating food parcels to the Robert Gabriel House, a hostel for homeless 

teenagers. Lloyd Coates, one of the support workers based at the hostel thanked students: 

“We are greatly touched and overwhelmed with the generosity you have shown this Christmas. You have all made such a 
difference to our young people and have truly helped to make it a happy Christmas for them. 

You all deserve a big pat on the back and a massive thank you for all the hard work that you must have put into collecting 

the donations. You have all made such a difference to our young people’s lives this Christmas. You should be very proud of 

yourselves.”  

Lytchett Students help those less fortunate than themselves 

The President of Poole Bay Rotary Club , Eddie Newcombe writes; “Last Friday night I was one of Poole Bay Rotarians 
street collecting around Hamworthy with  our accompanying Christmas float. A group of Lytchett 6th formers helped us 
and what an excellent job they did. I thought you would like to know that they worked very hard throughout the evening 
and were much more successful, I suspect, than the older generation in persuading citizens to part with their cash in 
support of good causes. It was a pleasure to have them with us and they are to be congratulated. 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/lilyslocks
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/lilyslocks
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Calling all budding Entrepreneurs! 

Do you have what it takes to become the next Richard Branson or Alan Sugar? 

If the school gave you £10 to help kick start your business idea, could you make £100 or even £200 in a month?  That is the 

challenge that we are setting Lytchett students.  We are calling it the ‘Tenner Challenge’. It will be launched in the New Year 

by our Young Chamber team, supported by the school’s PTA. 

 

How does it work? 

1) We invite students to start their own money-making business  

2) Students write a simple business plan setting out how their business will work.  

3) Once the business plan has been approved by the Headmaster, the business receives £10 as a start-up loan. 
Students can invite friends to help them, but the £10 loan is given out to each business, not to each person within 
the firm. 

4) Each student (working alone or in a small team) can then invest that money in their own business 

5) After ONE month (on 14th February 2017) , all the money raised by each student is returned to the school, with 
a simple accounting sheet showing how much money has been raised (and how). 

6) We challenge each student to raise a minimum of £150. 

7) The £10 loan has to be returned to the school – whether or not their business plan has been successful 

8) The student who raises the most money will win the school’s Young Entrepreneur of the Year Trophy and a 
financial reward.  There will also be prizes for the runners up in each House, and the student with the most 
innovative project. 

 

ALL PROFITS FROM THE TENNER CHALLENGE WILL GO TOWARDS THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF OUR NEW SUNKEN GARDEN/OUTSIDE SEATING AREA 

 

Suggestions of possible business plans: 

1. Make and sell cakes (use £10 for ingredients) 

2. Clean people’s cars (use £10 for cleaning products) 

3. Clean friends’/neighbours’ houses (use £10 for cleaning products) 

4. Make birthday/thank you cards (use £10 to buy materials) 

5. Make and sell artefacts (use £10 to buy materials) 

6. Help people with their packing in supermarkets (use £10 to pay for your own transport) 

7. Knit and sell scarves / gloves (use £10 to buy materials) 

8. Buy secondhand clothes, smarten them up and sell them (use £10 to buy sewing materials) 

9. Do gardening for friends/neighbours (use £10 to buy materials) 

10. Design websites for friends/neighbours (use £10 to advertise your service) 
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Spring Term Extra-Curricular clubs 

Club Day(s) Time Club Year(s) Day(s) Time 

MUSIC  SPORT 

Senior Choir Monday 12.45-1.20 Fitness Club 10 + M/Tue/Fri 3.30-4.30 

Music Tech Club Monday 3.30-4.20 Volleyball All Monday 3.30-4.30 

Theory club Monday 3.30-4.20 Girls Football 3G 7 & 8 Tuesday 3.30-4.30 

Orchestra Tuesday 12.45-1.20 Badminton 9 & 10 Tuesday 3.30-4.30 

Junior Band Tuesday 3.30-4.20 Badminton Club KS4 Tuesday 3.40-4.30 

Junior Choir Wednesday 12.45-1.20 Netball All Wednesday 3.30-4.30 

Ukuleles Thursday 12.45-1.20 Futsal 7 & 8 Thursday 3.30-4.30 

Senior Band Thursday 3.30-4.20  LUNCHTIME SPORTS: 12.30-1.10pm 

Samba Friday 12.45-1.20 Table Tennis All Daily 

Jazz Band Friday 3.30-4.20 Football 3G 9, 10 Monday 

Please note: some ensembles may not rehearse during Mock 
Exams 

Handball 10, 11 Monday 

LUNCHTIME CLUBS: 12.30-1.10pm Fitness Club 10, 11, VI Tuesday 

Chess Club All Daily Girls indoor Cricket 7, 8, 9, 10 Tuesday 

Homework Hub All Daily Football 3G 7 Tuesday 

Mindfulness 7 Monday Aerobics 7 & 8 Tuesday 

Social Club Pk Yr 7/8 Monday Handball 7, 8, 9 Wednesday 

Purbeck Social Club All Monday Hockey (indoor) 7, 8, 9 Thursday 

D & T Resistant Material 10, 11 Mon/Tuesday Football 3G 9, 10 Friday 

Social club Agg 7/8 Tuesday Girls 5-a-side All Thursday 

Christian Union All Tuesday Football 3G 8 Thursday 

School Manorzine All Tuesday Football    11 Thursday 

Language Club 7 & 8 Tuesday Fitness Club 10, 11, VI Thursday 

Social Club Pd Yr 7/8 Wednesday Football 3G All Friday 

Girls book group All Wednesday (week 1) Badminton 7 & 8 Friday 

Boys book group All Wednesday (week 2) OTHER CLUBS: 

Social Club G Yrs 7/8 Thursday Computing Club All Monday 3.30-4.30 

Rocket Club 7, 8, 9 Thursday Business after Feb half-term  GCSE Tuesday 3.30-4.15 

Debate Club All Thursday Media Club All Wed 3.30-4.30 

Gault Social Club All Thursday Cookery Club 8 Wed Wk 1 3.30-5.30 

Social Club W Yrs 7/8 Friday Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 10 & 12 Friday 3.30 -4.30 

EcoSchools Club All Friday Wealden H'work club All Friday 3.25-4.25 
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All lectures are free of charge and held in the Gainsford Theatre at Lytchett Minster School. 

Lectures are open to students, parents and the wider school community.  

Places are limited so please reserve your seat by contacting Sharon Parker, Head’s PA: 

parkers@lytchett.org.uk 

Lytchett Lecture Series 
Inspire, Challenge, Enthuse 

“What wins medals—Technology, 

Training or Superheroes?” 

 

Thursday 19th January, 2017, 6pm 

Speaker: Dr Bryce Dyer, Bournemouth University 

Dr Bryce Dyer is Head of Research and Professional Practice in the Department of Design and Engineering. 
Bryce has undertaken consultancy roles ranging from award winning safety signage for the RNLI to 

designing prosthetic limbs for athletes for the 2012 and 2016 Paralympic Games. 
 

In his lecture, Bryce will reflect on the Olympics and Paralympics and will discuss the impact of  

training and technology on our elite sports people. 

“Behind the Wireless” 

 

Tuesday 7th February, 2017, 6pm 

Speaker: Dr Kate Murphy, Bournemouth University 

Dr Kate Murphy currently leads the BA (Hons) History programme at Bournemouth University.  

Behind the Wireless tells the captivating story of women at the BBC in the 1920s and 30s. Their stories 

shed light on the crucial role women played at the BBC during the interwar years – giving them a voice 

in what has, until now, largely been a history of men. Kate places women centre-stage in the BBC’s early 

history, exploring the different experiences, motivations, and expectations that they brought to their 

jobs, and how this impacted on the BBC.  
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IMPORTANT DATES: 

Wednesday 4th January, 6.00pm-7.15pm: Year 9 Options Evening  

Tuesday 10th January: Year 11 Mock Examinations begin 

Thursday 12th January: Year 12 Parents’ Evening (4.00pm-8.00pm) 

Friday 13th January: Year 10 Progress Reports go home 

Tuesday 17th January: Year 13 Reports go home 

Wednesday 18th January: Year 9 Parents’ Evening (4.00pm-8.00pm) 

Thursday 19th January, 6.00pm (Venue: Gainsford Theatre): Lytchett Lecture: “What wins 
medals—Technology, Training or Superheroes?” (duration approx. 1 hour) 
 

Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th January: Year 10 Mock Interviews 

Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th January: Year 10 Immunisations 

Tuesday 31st January, 7.00pm (Venue: Gainsford Theatre): Battle of the Bands 

Wednesday 1st February, 7.00pm (Venue: Headmaster’s Office): Parent Forum Meeting 

Thursday 9th March: Year 13 Parents’ Evening (4.00pm-8.00pm) 

 

We are delighted that our Sunken Garden/Outside Seating Area project has been shortlisted for a public vote in Tesco’s 
#BagsofHelp initiative*!  

During the month of January (starting on Tuesday 2nd) there will be three projects for Tesco shoppers to vote for, and 

Lytchett’s Sunken Garden Project will be one of them.  If you shop at Tesco (in Poole, Parkstone, Tower Park, Fleetsbridge, 

Sandbanks, Broadstone, Blandford, Westbourne, Branksome, Shaftesbury) please vote for our project.  If your friends 

shop at Tesco, please encourage them to do the same. To vote, you just have to ask for a special token from the cashier 

when you pay for your shopping and place it in the container near the exit of the supermarket marked ‘Lytchett Minster 

School PTA Sunken Garden Project’.  You do not have to buy a bag or spend a minimum amount to receive a token. 

The top prize is £5000.  We need to raise £40,000 for our project, so this money would be very helpful! 

We are hoping to see our Sunken Garden Outside Eating Area completed in the Summer Term ready for students to 

use in September 2017. 

*Bags of Help offers community groups and projects across the UK a share of revenue generated from the 5p charge levied on single-use carrier bags.  


