
 
 

SEND Information Report 
 

 

How does our school know if children/young people need extra help and what should 

you do if you think your child/young person may have special educational needs? 

 

We monitor children's progress and general wellbeing through formal and informal 

assessments.  This includes conversations we have with children, their relationships with 

peers, the quality and consistency of work in their books, patterns of repeated errors or 

difficulty, testing and general behaviour and engagement in school life.  We have some 

specific assessment tools that allow us to explore in a more targeted way whether a child 

has a specific learning need – these tests are usually triggered by concerns identified 

through conversations and assessments mentioned above.  We always encourage 

parents to come and discuss any concerns they may have with us so that we can work 

together to find a solution and support every child. 

 

How will our school staff support your child/young person? 

 

We have the needs of all individuals at heart here at Sandford St. Martin's and we 

believe that by treating every child as an individual they have the best chances of 

making the progress they are capable of.  We have a thorough SEND (Special 

Educational Needs and Disability) policy which sets out our approach and this policy is 

supported by our Supporting Children at School with Medical Conditions, SEND Parents’ 

Guide, Accessibility Plan, Single Equality, Attendance, Safeguarding, Anti bullying and 

Positive Behaviour Policies.  All these policies are available to read on our school website. 

 

Where a need is identified, we will initially look to provide support for a child in our routine 

quality first teaching provision.  In addition to this, we have adults in school who are 

trained to deliver a range of targeted and specific interventions that support a variety of 

needs. We believe that each child has individual needs and we will adapt our practice 

to ensure your child is the right support at the right time. We review this provision regularly 

and monitor its effectiveness and outcomes to ensure that our practice is making a 

difference and helping children at their point of need. 

 

What types of SEN do we currently support in our school?  

Currently at Sandford St Martin’s Primary School we support children with a range of 

additional needs.  We have children with ASD, ADHD, physical disabilities, medical 

conditions, learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyspraxia and we have previously 

supported children with visual impairments.  We adapt our resources around the needs 

of individual children and ensure staff training for specific types of SEN remains up to 

date and relevant to the needs of our children.  

 



How will the curriculum be matched to my child's or young person's needs? 

 

Our curriculum is linked to age related expectations and a pupil's ability.  We strive to 

ensure that every child receives learning that both stretches and challenges them whist 

remaining engaging and inspiring.  Our basic principle of Quality First Teaching 

emphasizes that all children should be provided with opportunities to learn at their level 

and make the progress that they are capable of. 

 

How will both you and I know how my child/young person is doing and how will you help 

me to support my child's/young person's learning? 

 

Home school links and liaison are very important and we endeavour to communicate 

with parents as much as possible.  Our assessments support our knowledge about each 

child and information provided from home is also valued to enable us to understand 

more about each individual.   

 

In the Autumn and Spring term we hold Parents’ Consultation Evenings where you will 

have a chance to meet your child’s class teacher and discuss their progress in all areas.  

An end of year written report sums up their progress and attainment for the year. 

 

Children who are assessed as needing SEND support will also have a ‘Provision Map’ that 

lays out what additional support we will be providing in school and it also sets targets for 

what we hope to achieve.  In this way we can evaluate the effectiveness of our practice 

and adapt or enhance what we are doing in response to the outcomes.  We will share 

these provision maps with parents/carers so that you are aware of what we are doing 

and how you can support at home. 

 

 What support will there be for my child/young person's overall well being? 

 

We intend to provide the support that any child needs to help them thrive.  We are a 

kind and supportive learning community that understands a child’s happiness and sense 

of security are the first and most important considerations that affect how ready they are 

to learn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We have a range of interventions, including work with our trained Emotional Literacy 

Support Assistants (ELSAs),that focus on learning, emotional well-being, physical and 

social needs.  We aim to provide children with whatever support they need. 

 

What types of SEN do we currently support in our school?  

Currently at Sandford St Martin’s Primary School we support children with a range of 

additional needs.  We have children with ASD, ADHD, physical disabilities, medical 

conditions, learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyspraxia and we have previously 

supported children with visual impairments.  We adapt our resources around the needs 

of individual children and ensure staff training for specific types of SEN remains up to 

date and relevant to the needs of our children.  

 

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by our school? 

 

We can access all of the support services offered by the Local Authority such as 

Behaviour Support, Educational Psychologists, Physiotherapists, Occupational Therapists, 

Play Therapists, Locality Team support, Children in Care services and Special Educational 

Needs Support Services.   We believe that we are all learning all of the time, and if we 

don’t know the answer then we will find someone who can help us to find it! 

 

What training have staff supporting children and young people with SEND had or are 

having? 

 

Adults in our school have a range of certifications, from general teaching qualifications 

to specialist skills for delivering subject specific interventions.  We are always developing 

our skills and aim to broaden our expertise in a general way to improve the quality and 

breadth of provision we are capable of delivering, and of course we also respond to the 

needs of each individual child and seek training that will benefit and support their 

specific needs.   

 

 For example, based on the needs of specific children who attend our school in recent 

years, members of staff have received training in: Manual Handling, PREVENT 

(Government training to support Safeguarding children from extremism or radicalisation), 

ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistance), Phonics in Key Stage 2, Person Centered 

Reviews, Inference training, Wave 3 reading support, write away together, First 

Class@Number 1 (maths) First Class @ Number 2 (maths), Success@ Arithmetic (maths), 

The use of Visuals to support children with ASD. 

 

How will my child/young person be included in activities outside this classroom including 

school trips? 

 

We intend to include all children in curricular activities. How we can do this depends on 

the needs of individual children. We have an Educational Visits Coordinator who 

oversees the process of planning outside visits and activities and she ensures that we 

have considered everything that is necessary to meet the needs of all individuals and 

keep them safe.  Children and adults with specific needs are always identified 

individually and by name on risk assessments to ensure that their needs are considered 

and planned for.   

 

By way of example, in November 2015 we took 56 children on a three day, two night 

residential trip.  There were 7 children who had individual needs that could potentially 

inhibit their ability to participate fully in this experience, however through careful 

planning and meetings with parents, the providers and our staff, all children were 



included fully.  For one child, this was the first opportunity they had ever experienced of 

being away from home overnight.  Please contact the school if you have any specific 

questions in this area. 

 

How accessible is our school environment? 

 

We believe we have one of the best schools in the County!  Our brand new building was 

finished in October 2014 and is fully equipped to deal with a range of needs.  It is 

completely wheelchair accessible, has a hearing induction loop system, several disabled 

toilets, ambulant enabled cubicles and a changing bed in the first aid room. 

 

How do we prepare and support your child/young person to join the school or the next 

stage of education and life? 

 

We welcome all new learners to our school and invite them to come on a tour where 

they can experience our daily practice and see what a happy and welcoming 

community we are.  This is usually enough to give children the confidence that they will 

be happy in our school, however we can and will adapt our practice to support 

individual circumstances as necessary.  For a small number of children, we have 

conducted multiple tours of the school and additional ‘taster days’ in advance of them 

starting so that they become familiar and comfortable in their new environment.   

 

Independence, perseverance, collaboration, creativity, transference and reflection are 

our 'Learning Roots' and they are at the heart of all we do.  We believe that by instilling 

these skills and principles into children they will be equipped with the characteristics they 

will need to be successful lifelong learners.  We have a full program of transition for 

children leaving our school in Year 6 to go on up to either of the local Secondary schools 

that we feed to.  We work with the secondary schools to provide additional support for 

children who could be vulnerable during the period of transition. For the past three years 

we have also run in school ELSA sessions focusing on the transition process for a select 

few children who may have increased anxiety about the process or who may be more 

vulnerable at this point. Again, this is matched to the needs of individual children. 

 

How are our school's resources allocated and matched to children's/young people's 

special educational needs? 

 

We match resources according to need and our capacity to deliver those resources.  

Each child identified as having particular needs will have a provision map created for 

them that tracks their support and the impact of that support.  The provision maps are 

reviewed termly and shared with parents to ensure that we are working in partnership 

and that children are making progress. 

 

How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child/young 

person will receive? 

 

Decisions about levels of support are made on an individual basis by bringing together a 

variety of information, occasionally using outside agencies for support in assessing such 

needs, and sometimes as a results of professional opinion, observation or analysis within 

school.  Professional discussions about support for individual children happen all the time 

in school and our provision is constantly reviewed for effectiveness and impact.   

 

 

 



How are parents involved in our school? How can I be involved? 

 

We maintain open and close links with parents of children in our school. You can be 

involved in many ways and we have found that this differs from child to child.  We have 

a register of parental helpers who carry out a range of supportive tasks in school, for 

example hearing children read.  Every parent volunteer is checked against the 

Disclosure and Barring Service to ensure that we are Safeguarding our children from 

harm.  Please contact our Deputy Headteacher to volunteer whatever time you can – 

we are always delighted to receive new offers of support! 

 

How do we evaluate the effectiveness of our provision? 

 

As stated above, we monitor children's progress and general wellbeing through formal 

and informal assessments.  This includes conversations we have with children, their 

relationships with peers, the quality and consistency of work in their books, patterns of 

repeated errors or difficulty, testing and general behaviour and engagement in school 

life.  Once a child is identified as having additional needs, we use a range of 

interventions that are targeted at that need.  Some of these interventions can be 

monitored for their impact by using educational tests or questionnaires and we can use 

‘before’ and ‘after’ assessments to analyse the progress a child has made, however 

some of our interventions cannot be analysed by statistical means and so we set out our 

objectives in an action plan that states what outcomes we hope to achieve.    

 

For example, one child has been supported in school because they had a fear of large 

open spaces, and so we put in a program of support over weeks that incrementally 

increased their exposure to out school hall with the stated aim in an action plan that 

they would feel confident and happy to come into the hall for assembly and lunchtimes.  

We can judge our intervention to have been a success because this aim has now been 

met and the child is now more fully integrated into every aspect of school life. 

 

Statistically, we have collated the evidence of impact for some of our intervention 

programs and the average outcomes are as follows (as of Summer 2017). 

 

Intervention Area targeted Average Outcomes 

Wave Three Reading 
Average reading Age increased by 4 months for 

every 1 month of intervention 

Rapid Reading Reading 
Average reading age increased by 4 months for 

every 1 month of intervention 

1st Class@Number Maths 
Average increase in age equivalence is 6 months for 

every 1 month of intervention 

Success@Arithmetic Maths Standard Age Score attainment  increase of 5 points 

Daily Reading Reading 
Average reading age increased by 3 months for 

every 1 month of intervention 

Inference Training English 

25% gain against national outcomes for Simple 

Inference, 33% gain against national outcomes for 

complex inference 

ELSA 

Social and 

Emotional Mental 

Health 

Qualitative data shows children making excellent 

progress in their emotional wellbeing. Progress is 

recorded in session journals which show very pleasing 

outcomes. 

Power of Two Maths 
SAS comparisons show accelerated progress of 5 

months 

Power of One Maths 
SAS comparison shows accelerated progress of 15 

months 

Phonics Reading Progress shown in phonics booklets- awaiting results 



 

 

 

from the most recent phonics screening checks 

Play Therapy 

Social and 

Emotional Mental 

Health 

Outcomes are protected by confidentiality, however 

the provider has confirmed a positive, measured 

impact with children improving on their SDQ (strengths 

and difficulties) scores both at home and at school. 

Speech and 

Language 

Speech and 

Language 

Progress shown in Speech and Language assessments 

carried out by NHS therapists on an individual basis. 

This year 4 children have achieved all targets and 

have been discharged from the service 

Movers and Shakers 
Fine and Gross 

Motor Skills 

Significant progress on personal targets leading to 

greater inclusion in school activities. 


