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29th January 2016 

Dear Parents, 

 

Yesterday we held interviews for the post of Headteacher to find a replacement for Mr 

Payne who, as you know, is leaving our school community after Easter. 

 

It may interest you to know that nationally the average number of applications received for 

any headship post is currently running at 0.7!  We were delighted to receive 9 applications 

and believe that this reflects the attractiveness of our school, both for its physical space 

and modernity and for the wonderful atmosphere that permeates the building by the 

children and adults who work here daily.  We shortlisted the applicants down to 3 whom we 

invited to come into school for an interview. 

 

Our governors had support in the process from a senior advisor from the Local Authority, a 

senior advisor from the Diocese and also our school’s self evaluation partner.  We are totally 

committed to securing the best and most successful future for our school for the children 

and our community and so I am writing to inform you that as a Governing Body we have 

decided not to appoint on this occasion. 

 

We are very fortunate to have great strength among the leadership team and so from 

Easter Mrs Faithfull will be taking on the interim role as acting headteacher.  We will shortly 

begin to advertise again and expect another strong field from which we can select the 

right candidate to become our permanent headteacher from September. 

 

I would like to thank all of the staff and children for their support in yesterday’s interview 

process, it was a very positive experience and all the candidates and visiting advisors 

commented on their welcoming nature, wonderful behaviour and the general atmosphere 

of the school.   

 

Thank you for your faith while we continue to find the right person to lead our school on a 

permanent basis, and I know that you will continue to support our children and all of our 

fantastically hard working staff into the future.  Sandford St. Martin’s is a very special school 

that understands the importance of English and Maths but values the whole child as well 

and to that end I think you are going to be very excited by the plans for the upcoming 

‘Where is Matt?’ week.  I’m sure you will be hearing more about that from Mr Payne very 

soon. 

 

Once again, thank you for all your support. 

 

Mr Anthony Muraro 

Chair of Governors 

 


