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Royal Opening UPDATE 
  Not long to go now!!  Yesterday we had our official, full scale and real time 
rehearsal in preparation for next Wednesday’s tour and I want to share with you just 
how proud I was of all of the children and the whole school community.  It was 
necessary to do a practice because within the space of only one hour we are 
moving the children inside and outside of school 3 times, handing out and retrieving 
flags twice, every child is visiting the Royal Helicopter, we are coming into and 
leaving the hall in perfect formation and every class is also required to be 
demonstrating some of their learning at some point.  The Countess will not see any 
of the movement, but outside of her view the school is a whirling dervish! 
 

 To achieve this formation flying and do it well with over 350 children and more 
than 50 adults takes a huge amount of planning, cooperation and commitment 
from everyone and yesterday the whole community delivered.  We will give a very 
impressive account of ourselves next Wednesday which will mean the Countess has 
the maximum opportunity to speak to as many children as possible.  We are very 
hopeful that the day will be one of those moments that will live in your child’s 
memory for the rest of their lives. 
 

 If you wish to come along to see the Royal helicopter land and the Countess 
arrive, then you are very welcome to do so.  For security reasons we have created a 
viewing zone at the bottom of the playing field beside the road, and you can 
access this through the old school playground, where members of the Wareham 
Lions will be welcoming you and marshaling.  There will be no access onto the site in 
other ways immediately preceding and shortly after the Countess arrives and police 
and Royal Protection officers will be on hand to enforce that rule. 
 

Parking at the drop off and pick up times at the start and end of the day will 
be open as usual, however the site will be locked down and no parking will be 
allowed on the access road or on site between 9am and 1.30pm.  Again, this will be 
monitored by the police for security reasons.  There will be some parking available 
on the old school site if you wish to attend the arrival.  If this is full, please can I 
remind you to park considerately in the local area to avoid inconvenience to our 
nearby residents.  Please can you arrive at, or shortly after, 10.30am.  The visit will 
begin between 10.45am and 11am, finishing at about midday. 

 

Because of the timing of the visit, there will be NO HOT SCHOOL MEALS next 
Wednesday, however children who are entitled to free school meals will 
be provided with a packed lunch to eat and you can order a packed  
lunch from the kitchen as normal if you wish. 
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  Once all of the official and formal elements of the Royal visit have passed by, 
we felt that it was such a momentous day in our history that we needed to have a 
celebration event where the whole community could come together and have a 
party.  So that’s what we’re going to do! 
 

 Starting at 3.30pm, we will be having a big Barn Dance and all children and 
adults are invited to come along and join in.  There will be a couple of inflatables for 
children to bounce on, a licensed bar, hot and cold soft drinks and a variety of food 
available as well.  The PTA are organising this event and I would like to once again 
pay tribute to their voluntary contributions and thank them for their support for the 
school.  It was great to see so many new faces at the PTA meeting earlier this week 
and it’s not too late for anyone else to volunteer to help out if they wish. 
 

 Once the school day ends at 3.05pm, parents are welcome to come and 
help their children change into more appropriate party clothes, and if our older 
children wish to bring a change of clothes they will be able to change after school 
in their classrooms also.   
 

 There will be parking on site as usual at the end of the day.  We encourage 
you to bring a picnic blanket or similar so that we are all able to mill around on the 
field, catch up with old friends and maybe meet some new ones who your children 
may have talked about this year!   
 

 The Barn Dance will be from 3.30pm until 5.30pm and we are looking forward 
to wrapping up the day’s events all together, so please do come along and help us 
mark such a magnificent day with the whole community. 
 

 It goes without saying that 
although we are very happy for 
children to dress in party clothes for 
the Barn Dance, we want everyone 
to make a really special effort in the 
morning to make sure their school 
uniforms are really well presented, 
school shoes are polished and 
gleaming and hair is looking 
beautiful.  We have an official 
photographer who will be 
capturing the moments of the day 
and we all need to be looking our 
best.  Bring it on!   

Community celebration after school 


