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Wednesday 22nd April 2020 

 
Dear Hawthorn,   

 

Hello and welcome to the summer term of Year 4. We hope you have all 

had a lovely and relaxing Easter break.   This is rather an unusual start to a 

school term and we bet it will be one you won’t forget! Remember we are living through 

history and people will be talking about this in 100’s of years to come. We can see from the 

photos you have posted that there are some excellent, creative and adventurous things 

going on.  We have also absolutely loved watching your ‘Hello’ videos, we miss seeing your 

faces every day so it has been great to see you all in action.  It is not too late to send 

us your ‘Hello’ video if you haven’t already! They only send to us, so you don’t need to 

worry about the whole class.  

 

Easter:   

We thought we would give you a quick update what we have been up to over the Easter 

as well, it seems only fair we share some of our activities too!    

 
A little note from Mr Gale: 

Hello Hawthorn. I have been in my garden over the Easter holidays, almost exclusively. I has 

been digging vegetable plots, erecting raised beds and setting foundations for my green 

house and have absolutely loved watching these little plants grow, (but not quite as much 

as I enjoy seeing you grow). My spring onions have shown first, followed by the Maris Pipers 

potatoes. Red and white onions will follow, and the lettuce is just arriving.  

I have also enjoyed reading his bible and going for long runs (I completed a 5 kilometre 

challenge by Mr Townend to run to raise money for the NHS). I have cycled and spent more 

time in the garden doing yoga. My personal aim is to be able to touch my toes with my 

fingers without bending my knees, which I hope to be able to do when we are all back in 

our classroom together.   

I am so proud of all the marvellous work you are doing, and of how you are helping your 

parents keep the house at home. Keep it up.  

Well done Hawthorn. Mr Gale 

 

A little note from Mrs Motton: 

 

Hello Hawthorn, hope you are all well and keeping busy. It’s seems like ages since we were 

in school together.  

 

I’ve had an unusual Easter Holiday- I spent quite a lot of it in school! I’ve been looking after 

the children of key workers and trying to keep them entertained. We’ve been on Easter 

hunts, played games, exercised with Joe Wicks and created lots of artwork. You may have 

seen the rainbow we all worked on, on the fence outside of school. 

 



 

Headteacher : Mr Paul Beveridge 

Sandford, Nr. Wareham, Dorset, BH20 7BN 

Tel: 01929 552949, E-mail: office@sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
When I’ve been at home, I’ve been doing lots of baking, reading and puzzles. I’ve also 

been trying to keep fit by completing lots of HIT workouts. Apparently, I’m one of ‘Joe’s lean 

winners’ but I’m not really feeling it - I may need a new hip before we return to school!  

 

It’s been lovely seeing all the things you’ve been doing. I can’t wait to see all of your work 

on the Romans. 

 

Take care, be good and stay safe. 

 

I hope to see you all very soon, 

 

Love Mrs M 

 

 
A little note from Miss Orchard: 
 

Hello Hawthorn class, I hope you are all well!  

 

Like Mrs Motton, I have also had a slightly backwards Easter holidays, as I too have been in 

school every day!   

 

In the time I have been at home I have been doing lots of baking, so far I have made 

chocolate cupcakes, cookies, bread, and raspberry brownies!  

 

I have enjoyed reading your messages and looking through your portfolios at the things you 

have been doing, and love that some of you are recreating forest school in your 

gardens/on your walks!  

 

I hope you are all helping out with little jobs at home, I have seen some of you even 

mowing the lawn, wow! Look after yourselves (and your grown-ups!)  

See you soon, Miss Orchard  

 

 

Now back to it  

 

Home learning expectations  

 

We wanted to also take this opportunity for us to remind everyone of what we, as a school 

at Sandford St Martin’s, are expecting from you in terms of home learning.  Our message 

from the very start of all of this is to do what you can when you can. 

 



 

Headteacher : Mr Paul Beveridge 

Sandford, Nr. Wareham, Dorset, BH20 7BN 

Tel: 01929 552949, E-mail: office@sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We understand that this is a very difficult period of time for many people for a variety of 

reasons and we do not want to add to this stress.  However, we are putting lots of time into 

planning some learning opportunities for your children at home so they have some level of 

consistency and to keep their brains in some form of school mode!   

 

The weekly set lessons are planned around the remaining units of work for the school year 

so it will certainly be beneficial for the children to participate in them, if at all possible, to 

ease the transition when we return to school.  

  

Please please, if you do manage to do some schoolwork with your child, share it with us 

through their ‘portfolio’ on Class Dojo.  We really do love seeing their work and extra-

curricular activities and would love to provide them with some positive feedback and some 

soaring or value points so they have a can spend them when they do get back to school! If 

you are having problems accessing your child’s account and their portfolio then please 

send us as message and we will be able to help you out.   

 

 

New Topic  

 

As you already know we are moving on to our new topic of ‘The Romans’.  We always 

aim to do as much of our learning around our termly topic (although this is not always 

possible). We have included with this letter our ‘curriculum overview’ outlining the kinds of 

things we plan to cover this term.  We have also included a number of 

‘launch activities’.  We normally try and immerse the children in the new topic at the start of 

term so as we can’t do it with them, we encourage you to have a go at one or more of the 

activities to get the children excited about the new learning and allow them to experience 

history in a different way to just paper/ computer based learning. We have also included a 

number of links to websites we believe would be useful for your child’s learning.  

  

As always, we thank you for your continued support and understanding at this time.  We are 

always more than happy to answer any questions you have about any of the learning, no 

matter how small it may feel.  Just send us a message through Class Dojo as we would 

much rather that you ask than get confused and frustrated by the work we set.   

 

We look forward to seeing more of the fantastic work being produced and look forward to 

being in contact and hearing from those of you we haven’t heard from yet!   
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A final message to the children specifically from Mr Gale:  

 

Please do feel free children, to contact me using the messages service in Class Dojo. Your 

parents have access to it, and can be present when you’re typing, but it would be lovely to 

actually hear from you. It would be a perfect way to support you directly if required, to help 

motivate you and encourage you, since I am no longer in the classroom with you. I look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

Keep up the fantastic work. You’re making history! 

 

Team Hawthorn. 
 


