
	  

	  

NEWSLETTER 12          09.10.2013 

Tel : 01929 552949 
Email : office@sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk 
Website : www.sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk 

Welcome, everyone, to our first newsletter as a full primary school from Year R 
to Year 6.  We are delighted to see how well the new Saplings boys and girls have 
settled into our school community and have been amazed hearing the great things 
they have been getting up to and the fantastic choices they have been making.  
The Year 6 children have developed a new maturity that sees them leading our 
community for the third year in a row, a task that they have been managing 
admirably and with style.  All our children, in fact, have returned ready to learn, 
challenge themselves and persevere.  Amazing. 

We have welcomed 8 new colleagues as teaching or teaching assistant staff 
and the school feels brimming with an energy and commitment to learning that is 
great to be a part of.   

On Friday we will celebrate a very symbolic but literal moment in our future – 
we will sink the ceremonial silver spade into the ground for the first time as 
Hammonds, our appointed builders, arrive on site to begin the physical process of 
building the new school.  This is great and exciting news and we will be ensuring that 
all of the children have the opportunity to benefit from the site and can visit to learn 
at first hand. 

Meanwhile, life and learning continues in our current school and staff and 
pupils continue to be focused on delivering and enjoying exciting learning, great 
relationships and a commitment to our community.  As always, we value the 
incredibly important relationship between home and school and please remember 
that your child’s class teacher is almost always available at the end of the day to 
discuss any concerns or questions you may have.  We’re all in this together and I am 
very grateful for all your continued support, encouragement and goodwill. 

By coincidence, 6 months ago today my good friend Andrew ‘Bart’ Simpson 
died in a sailing accident while preparing for this year’s pretty spectacular America’s 
Cup regatta.  We all knew Andy because he had been generous with his time in our 
school and allowed us to be his official supporters for the Olympics in 2012.  It is in 
difficult times when you find out the true character of something or someone.  I have 
not publicly thanked those people who offered their support and prayers at that 
time, but I very much appreciated the support of this wonderful community, for the 
children and myself.   

We are a strong and bonded family here to support our children and prepare 
them for their futures.  They are in very good hands, and it is a proud realisation to 
understand that in our community, if any of us should fall, there are many hands 
close by to help us to our feet again and help us on our way. 

It’s an exciting year ahead…. 
         Mr Payne 

The Primary Focus 
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Grace Trenwith has gained her PADI bubble maker Diving certificate. She also 
recently gained awards at her dance class and will bring her trophies in to show soon. 

Jacob Lagden's 3 year old brother had a large nose bleed recently and not only 
did Jacob repeatedly get tissues for his Mum, he even gently held and applied pressure 
to the tissue while she got the next tissues ready. Jacob stayed calm, followed 
instructions promptly, calmly and exactly and even helped hold the tissue on despite it 
all being a bit messy!  Thank you, Mummy x 

Last summer James Carter-Hobbs met Charlie and Wil Morris, founders of Charlie 
Bears. James sat down with Wil and they designed a couple of bears together, one 
with a daisy chain around her neck, that James called Daisy Chain and another called 
Hobbsey. Wil told James to watch out over the next year as one of his bears may 
appear as part of the Charlie Bear collection. Well on Tuesday 17th September Wil and 
Charlie launched their new bears, one of which was James' Daisy Chain bear, on the 
QVC Shopping Channel. So if you see James wandering around school with a bear, 
that will be the one he designed! 

Jake Trenwith has gained his PADI bubble maker certificate for diving. At Beavers 
he was also awarded his Adventure and Explore badges along with his Outdoor and 
Fitness Challenge Badges.  

Well done to Emma Stevens who skipped a grading and is now a black stripe in 
the martial art of Ju-Jitsu. Emma worked very hard for this and her family are very proud 
of her. 

Megan Yates won several awards and trophies by taking part in the dance show 
and passing her dance exams, She was also presented with another award, as she 
achieved the highest marks in her dance exams.    She is very proud of her 
achievement, and has now gone in to her 5th year of dancing and completed all 
levels of the first dance grades. 

Achievement 
Should your child achieve something special or receive an award outside of 

school we would like to share their success in the newsletter and sometimes in our 
Celebration Assembly. You can let us know about your child’s achievement by 
completing the relevant form on the school website: 
http://www.sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk/achievement-form/ 

Recent Achievements shared:  

Parent Helpers 
We benefit greatly from parental support in school – we are so grateful to 

everyone who volunteers some of their time to benefit the children.  If you volunteer, 
we will support you as you begin your role in school, and that may be anything from 
reading with children to helping laminate resources.  Please ask for more information at 
the office or see Mrs Faithfull if you feel able to offer your time, no matter how small. 

The winter wardrobe – hats, gloves, coats, scarves…! 

It’s approaching winter and the weather is getting colder and wetter!!  We 
always try to give the children some time outside if possible, however, so please ensure 
your children are coming to school with coats, prepared for the weather. 
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  Facebook and Twitter 

Many of you know that we often provide short news updates or images from 
school life through our twitter account (@sandfordprimary), however this year we are 
also adding the option of following us on facebook.  We now have a page that we will 
be updating at www.facebook.com/sandfordprimaryschool - you can ‘like’ this page 
from your own facebook profile and then you will be alerted to news, information and 
updates as they happen.  We are trying many different ways of getting information 
out, and we hope that this is one more way that you can keep in touch with goings on 
in school. 

Support with football skills on Tuesday 
Sean and Mr Dodd are doing a marvelous job leading the football club on a 

Tuesday after school, however this is a popular club and we would really like to offer at 
least one more adult who is willing to volunteer their time to run some small skills sessions 
with the children.  You would not need to know anything about football as such, and 
you would not be in charge of the sessions, you would simply be there to supervise 
small group games and drills as suggested by Sean or Mr Dodd.  Of course, if you have 
the skills then we would be happy to use them, but the most important thing is that you 
would be willing to give some time.  Please speak with the office if you could support 
us in any way. 

Parking… we’re all in it together. 
Last the year our local Police Community Support Officers came to monitor the 

use of our car park at the end of the day.  Their support was very useful and it 
demonstrated that when everyone within our community used the car park effectively 
and conformed to basic rules, the flow of traffic was smooth and everyone was able to 
come and go in a safe and efficient manner. 

Although we understand the temptation to park a few metres closer to the 
school, even if for just a few minutes, the knock on effect of those few metres can 
gridlock the car park.  Please take a moment to read again the guide for the use of the 
car park, so that everyone can benefit from a smooth flowing traffic system, and our 
children will be kept safer as drivers will be calmer and sight lines will be clearer. 

 
1. Please do not arrive at school to collect children before 2.50pm at the earliest.  
2. When you arrive, please park in any available space within the school car park 

first.  DO NOT park in the circulation route.   
3. If every space in the car park is full, please pass beside the church and park in an 

orderly way in the back playground – there is enough room in there for everyone. 
4. If there is a short delay in opening the gates to the back car park, please wait in 

your car and then drive into the car park when the gates open. 
 

If we are all able to follow these simple guidelines then we will all be able to enter 
and exit the site efficiently and safely.  Thank you very much. 
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Dates for your diary 
 

10th Oct Reception parents’ reading workshop 2.30 - 3pm 
11th Oct Building work starts on new school!! 
14th Oct Sandford Heritage volunteers working with Eco Council 
22nd Oct Yr 6 Leeson House trip info evening – 5.30 to 6.15pm 
26th Oct – 3rd Nov Half Term 
4th Nov INSET day 
10th Nov Remembrance Day service 
11th – 13th Nov Year 6 residential trip to Leeson House 
15th Nov Children in Need day – wear ‘spots and dots’ day. 
19th Nov Open Morning 9 - 11am 
19th Nov Parents’ Evening 5 – 8pm 
19th Nov PTA meeting – 8pm in school 
20th Nov Governor’s Learning walk 
21st Nov Parents’ Evening 3.30 – 6pm 
29th Nov School nurse drop-in session 8.30 - 9am 
3rd Dec Year 6 RSPB education visit around Poole harbour 
3rd Dec Saplings Nativity 5.30 – 6.30pm 
4th Dec Saplings Nativity 2 – 3pm 
12th Dec Phase 2 Christmas performances 1.45 – 2.45 and 6 – 7pm 
16th Dec School nurse drop in 2.30 – 3.30pm 
21st Dec – 5th Jan Christmas holiday 
6th Jan INSET day 
15 Feb – 23 Feb Half Term 
24 Feb Term Starts 
5 April – 21April Easter Holiday 
5 May Bank Holiday 
12-16 May SATs week (for year 6) 
24 May - 1 June Half Term 
2 June INSET day 
22 July Last Day 
23 July Summer Holiday starts 
 

Yoghurts seek like minded spoons.  GSOH. 
We only have enough cutlery in school to support those children who are having 

hot school meals, therefore if you are providing a lovely yoghurt for your child’s 
packed lunch, please would you be kind enough to provide them with a spoon as 
well?  You can buy packs of disposable spoons very cheaply in pound shops if you 
don’t want to risk your best cutlery, however we are experiencing utensil shortages as 
the children borrow from school to eat their yoghurts.  Thank you. 


