
	  

	  

NEWSLETTER 11          24.7.2013 

Wahey!!  It’s the summer holidays!!  Time for sun, the beach, playing with 
friends, television, whatever we want to wear and much, much more!  Both teachers 
and children look forward to this holiday in equal measure, and rightly so – everyone 
has been working so hard we all need a rest to recharge the batteries. 

There is one problem with such a long break, however, and that is that if 
children do not have any real engagement with literacy or numeracy during this 6 
week period, they forget some of what they have learned and we have to work 
hard to pick up again in September.  Now, that’s not a problem - it’s our job - but we 
have been wondering just how effective it would be if the children spent some time 
in this big holiday putting in the odd hour or so, just ticking over their literacy and 
numeracy – imagine the difference it would make if every child came back to 
school in September still tuned in to language and number similar to how they are at 
the moment… 

That’s why we are launching this Summer Holiday initiative – the iPod shuffle 
learning challenge.  We have Mathletics and Bug Club that children can access 
freely on any internet computer.  There is the local library that loans books and has 
internet access for free.  We’ve launched the Summer Writing Challenge and there is 
also the Summer Reading Challenge.  Most importantly, there is the interaction 
between your child and you at home, in the car, on holiday, in the shops and 
everywhere.  Every piece of learning helps, from conversations about the price of 
things to a discussion about what a word means. 

Your child will today be bringing home a Summer Learning Log sheet.  We 
challenge every child in school to record every piece of reading they do, every 
book (or part of) they read, every times table they practice or learn, every number 
or word game they play (boggle? solitaire?), every learning conversation they have, 
every time they use Mathletics or Bug Club… every time they do anything that keeps 
them connected or stretches their learning in literacy or maths. Basically, we want to 
encourage every child (and their parents/carers...!) to remain engaged with literacy 
or numeracy during this holiday.  We want every child to bring their Summer 
Learning Log sheet back to school in September, and the teachers will get together 
to examine the records to choose one child from each Phase who we believe has 
made the greatest effort to continue improving their reading, writing and number 
skills over the Summer Holiday.  

Those three children will each win an iPod shuffle.  The biggest win, however, 
will be that everyone has kept their brain exercised and learning, which can only be 
a positive thing for all our community. 

Copies of the Summer Learning Log sheet will be available on the school 
website so that children can download and print more off if they need.  We will take 
in feedback in September to find out how effective this challenge was and whether 
something similar would work again in the future.  We thank you in advance for 
promoting the principles of regular literacy and numeracy with your 
children and wish everyone a fun filled learning holiday!! 

Summer Learning Challenge – win one of 3 iPod shuffles!!! 
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Yet again, Emma Stevens passed her Ju-Jitsu martial art grading, she is now a purple 
stripe belt. Well done Emma, your family are very proud of you! 

Congratulations Tom McCabe for passing your junior black belt in Ju-Jitsu. This is the 
highest junior grading and Tom is now working towards the adult belts. He has put in a lot of 
hard work and his family are very proud of him! 

Jamie Foskett had his football presentation for his team Sturminster Marshall in June. 
Jamie came away with a few trophies on Saturday, the first was top goal scorer, what an 
achievement for someone who played the season as a centre midfielder. Secondly he was 
given manager’s player. Last of all Jamie's team reached second in the league a great 
result. What a team they are. I know Jamie is not the only boy to play football outside of 
school and I am sure many have done well this season, however as football is Jamie's only 
hobby outside of school and he puts a lot of effort in to his 4 training sessions a week I feel 
this is a huge achievement in his eyes and that is why we wish to share it with you all. 

Joe Bolar started the summer running season on top form. On Friday 24th May he 
took part in the Poole Runners Summer Series at Upton House and came 1st in his age 
category (7-8), running a mile in 6.25 minutes! On Sunday 2nd June he entered the Poole 
Festival of running and came 3rd in the under 8's Fun Run. His next race is this Friday at 
Upton House again. 

Zach Loveless was presented with the most improved player trophy and shield for 
Wareham Rangers under 8's 2012-2013 season. A very proud moment, but a huge well 
done to all the Wareham Rangers Youth teams. 

Joseph Dennis plays for Wareham Rangers under 8's who held their presentation day 
last month. Joseph was presented with the "Managers Player" award in recognition of his 
"all round contribution and attitude, team effort and spirit" We are very proud of him. 

Proud times as Zak Baker achieved his 25 Metres swimming award ! 
Harry Dunlop passed his blue stripe belt in Tae Kwon-Do on 14th June with a high 

pass mark. 
On Sunday 23rd June Imogen Derham took part and completed the 5km Race for 

Life in Poole Park with her mum and sisters and managed to raise about £120 for charity. So 
proud or her achievement and effort on the day.  She also gained another two badges at 
Brownies, one being a swimmer award and the other a science investigators badge.  More 
to be proud of! 

Chloe Baraclough-Pearce performed on Saturday with her dance school in a show 
called "Come Dance With Me". She danced in 5 dances doing ballet, jazz and tap! Chloe 
worked very hard and it was a brilliant show! 

Hannah Welch passed her level 4 Dance exam and performed in her 1st Dance 
show with the rest of the Rhythm Mix Dance Group friends. 

Jack Motton has achieved his STA Goldfish level 2 swimming certificate! 
Eloise Motton has achieved her BG level 3 proficiency award for gymnastics! 
 

Achievement 
Should your child achieve something special or receive an award outside of 

school we would like to share their success in the newsletter and sometimes in our 
Celebration Assembly. You can let us know about your child’s achievement by 
completing the relevant form on the school website: 
http://www.sandfordprimary.dorset.sch.uk/achievement-form/ 

Recent Achievements shared:  



	  Newsletter 11 continued...	  

	  
Dates for your diary 

 
2013 – 2014 Academic Year 

 
2 Sept    INSET day 
3 Sept    INSET day 
4 Sept    Autumn term begins for children 
26th Oct – 3rd Nov  Half Term 
4th Nov    INSET day 
11th – 13th Nov  Year 6 residential trip to Leeson House 
21st Dec – 5th Jan  Christmas holiday 
6th Jan    INSET day 
15 Feb – 23 Feb  Half Term 
24 Feb    Term Starts 
5 April – 21April  Easter Holiday 
5 May    Bank Holiday 
24 May  - 1 June  Half Term 
2 June    INSET day 
22 July    Last Day 
23 July    Summer Holiday starts 
 

Goodbye Mrs Clarke and Mrs Davies 

It is always sad when people leave our community, and goodbyes are always 
difficult.  They are also an opportunity to celebrate the time we have had and the 
experiences we have shared however.  ‘As one door closes, another one opens’ goes 
the saying, and this is something we can all learn from as we navigate the progress of 
our lives. 

We are so grateful to Mrs Clark, who has been teaching with us for over 20 years, 
and has had a very delayed retirement as we have kept calling her back in to keep 
going because she’s so wonderful….  Finally, however,  she is getting that well deserved 
rest, although we are delighted that she will still be coming in occasionally to support 
children’s reading. 

We are also very sad to say goodbye to Mrs Davies, who has been such a star for 
our school, supporting learning and being a very valued member of the team.  She 
added a great deal of value to our sporting provision and we were so proud as she ran 
the Olympic Torch into Dorchester and our thoughts and prayers are with her.   

Thank you to both of you for being AY. MAY. ZING.  We have valued your 
presence in our community so much, and will have to work hard to fill the gaps you are 
leaving in your wake. 


